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THE 

EXEMPLARY LIFE AND CHARACTER 

or 

JAMES BONNELL, Esq. 



James Bonnell, Esq, was born at Genoa, j^^ 5^,^. 
November 14, 1663. He was son (by Re- neii's Wrth 
becca, daughter of Thomas Sayer, near *" *"*^' 
Norwich, Esq.) to Samuel Bonnell, merchant, who 
resided some time at Genoa, and many years at Leg- 
horn ; where the great trade he carried on, his sweet 
and obliging behaviourj but especially the piety and 
integrity of his life, procured him great credit and 
esteem. His grandfather was Daniel Bonnell, of 
London, merchant: his great grandfather, Thomas 
Bonnell, a gentleman of a good family, near Ipres in 
Flanders, who, to avoid Duke D'Alva's fury, then 
cruelly persecuting the Protestants in the Low Coun- 
tries, transported himself and his family into England, 
and settled at Norwich ; where he was so well re- 
ceived, and so much esteemed, as to be afterwards 
chosen mayor of that city. Thus a zeal for religion, 
professed in its greatest purity, was Mr. Bonneli's 

B 
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2 THE EXEMPLARY LIFE OF 

hereditary virtue ; ^hat he derived from his ancestors, 
and constantly maintained himself in times of great- 
est difficulty and danger* 

Samuel Bonnell, father of James Bonnell, 
His father's aft^j bgingr bred up under Sir William Cour- 
teen, knight, one of the greatest merchants 
of his time, and for some time entrusted with the sole 
management of his affairs, applied himself to the 
Italian trade at Leghorn, which he did with such 
success, that about the year 1649, he was worth at 
least ten thousand pounds, and his credit much 
greater than his fortune : but both were soon impaired 
by several accidents, by great losses at sea, but par- 
ticularly by his zeal for the royal family ; of whose 
sufferings he ever had a most tender sense, and whom 
he privatdy suppUed with considerable sums of money : 
and there yet remain letters to him from the then 
queen mother. King Charles the Second, and his 
brother the Duke of York, ** Acknowledging his fast 
friendship to them, and the supplies they had so 
seasonably received from him, and recommending 
Mr. Killegrew to him, whom they sent to promote 
their interests in those parts.'* All the losses and 
misfortunes which befel him, he bore with great sub- 
mission to the will of God ; and composed many de- 
vout meditations upon those melancholy occasions, 
which yet remain among his son's pap^s, most of 
which were for his wife's use, and sent to her when he 
was forced to be absent from her : and both those 
papers, and the informations of some who knew him, 
particularly the reverend Mr. Strype, minister of 
lA)w-Leyton, near Londouj nephew to Samuel Bon* 
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JAMES BONNRLL/ESQ. 3 

iiell>and bis son's constant friend, do all concur in this ; 
that he was a man of great sweetness of temper, 8in-> 
cere virtue, and exemplary piety. 

About the year 1666, Samuel Bonnell jjis father set- 
removed with his fiunily .into England ; ^^ in England, 
and upon the restoration of the royal Accomptant 
family, the services he had done them, ^^^^ ^"^ ^"* 
and his known abiUties for such an em- 
ployment, procured him a patent to be Accomptant 
General of the revenue of Ireland, his son's life 
being included in the patent with his own. But 
this he was not long possessed of, for he j^^^ 
died in the year 1664, leaving his son James 
Bonnell, and one daughter, to the care of his wife, 
a woman of singular piety and prudence, both which 
she employed in the education of her son, chiefly in 
giving a right tincture to his mind, and seasoning 
it with the love of virtue and religion. 

After he had been instructed in the first rudiments 
of learning in Dublin, he was sent to Trim school, 
and committed to the care of the reverend Doctor 
Tenison, afterwards Lord Bishop of Meath ; by whose 
instructioins he equally improved in learning and re- 
ligion ; and so great a sense had he of his master's 
kindness and care, that he menticms it more than 
once in his private papers, with very grateful acknow- 
ledgements: and his lordship always remembered 
with pleasure Mr. Bonnell 's early accomplishments; 
and was pleased thus to express himself concerning 
him ; '' He then signalized himself for sweetness of 
humour [and good-nature, and was from a ehild of 
a most innocent and gentle behaviour, never inclined 
b2 
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4 THE EXEMPLABY LIFE OF 

to any vice, but strictly religious, and extraordinarily 
ingenious: and made such great progress in his 
studies, that he went early to the university, and ac- 
quired a great deal of learning in a short time, as I 
found when he returned to this kingdom, and came 
to visit me." 

But as Mr. Bonnell, through the whole 
^a**"^*^ course of his life, was chiefly remarkable for 
his great piety; so it is the history of his 
piety the reader is here chiefly to expect ; and though 
I shall not omit any of the material passages of his 
life, yet I shall principally enlarge upon his piety ; 
and that took very early possession of his heart, and 
prevented the suggestions of Satan, and temptations 
of the world. The first books he read with pleasure, 
were those of devotion ; and the care of his parents 
and instructors was so blessed, by the grace of God, 
that he set out betimes in the way to heaven ; prose- 
cuted his journey with indefatigable diligence, and 
persevered in it to the last. 

And that Mr. BonnelVs piety was of this early 
growth, I shall shew, by inserting here at large his 
own account of it, which I find among his private 
paperst 

^* From the beginning of my life," says 
i67"Tn"the hc, " I had a great scnsc of piety. Lord! 
22nd year of my comiptions I had from nature, I 
" *«*• brought them with me into the world ; 

this was thy grace, thy gift, thy undeserved favour. I 
remember the great delight I took in reading books of 
devotiop at ten years old, and said then to my mother, 
' If we were as holy as David, bow happy should we 
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JAMES BONNELL, ESQ. 5 

be V At eleven years old, I used to get up from my 
bed-fellows on Sunday mornings, to say the prayers 
for that day, out of the Practice of Piety, which was 
sent me as a token irom a friend^ and which I was 
pleajsed with, as an invaluable present. At twelve I 
remember I found it difficult at waking to begin with 
Grod, as the Practice of Piety directs, and therefore 
I writ out the words which are there proposed to be 
said, and put them under my pillow, to have them 
ready at waking. At thirteen, I had read several 
books of piety and devotion. In the perusal of the 
Practice of Piety, I was pleased with. the proposal 
of a methodical course of religion, and allured with 
the arguments it uses to urge it ; having been all 
along possessed that it was my duty, so I was more 
easily inclined to it. At length, by my intense read- 
ing of this book, and being delighted with the medi- 
tations, soliloquies, and passionate passages of it, my 
whole thoughts were taken up with the things of 
another world, and I grew cool to all the delights 
of this. While these thoughts were upon me, the 
Lord's-day came welcome to me, which I was pre- 
pared to sanctify, according to the directions of my 
book, and former instructions, which I had long be- 
fore received with my education ; but never found 
myself so willing to practise them, as then. On that 
day, my thoughts were wholly taken up with reli* 
gious contemplations ; so that when I went into my 
chamber in the evening, and there made a recollection 
of my whole life, according to the schemes for exami- 
nation, which I had in the Practice of Piety and 
other books, and being taken up in an intense con* 
b3 
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6 THE EXEMPLARY LIFE OF 

sideration of my sins^ and my duty ; of Qod, and lieft*^ 
veRy and hell, &c, my affections were raised to a 
pitch higher than ordinary, and my spirits more fixed 
and composed. I then prostrated myself before God» 
and humbled myself for my sins ; being, as I ima« 
gined, in such a pitch of godly sorrow as wOuld 
answer the characters of it, which my book proposed to 
me. Then taking up resolutions of amendment^ and 
begging strength of God, I rose up from my knees, 
in a pleased persuasion that the work of repentance 
{which my book told me I must begin with, and be 
very solemn in) was past. And that now I might with 
comfort pass on to the methodical practice of the da- 
ties of religion. So I cheerfully lay down, and cheer- 
fully rose. I read the Bible, I prayed, making use of 
the forms in the Practice of Piety and other books 
that I had, and on Sunday mornings more largely 
confessing my sins, and examining myself. Thus 
went I cheerfully on, endeavouring to maintain my 
ground, and persist in my practice ; rejoicing much 
that the work of conversion, as I thought, was past with 
me, which the books I then read, and the persons that 
discoursed with me, had so much possessed me with* 
Nevertheless under what opinion or notion soever I 
then did it, I do, as I have just cause, bless and 
praise the God of heaven, that he did so early let md 
see what was the pmctice of godliness ; that I en- 
joyed so great an encouragement after holiness, as a 
taste of the sweetness of it. For this great and dis- 
tinguishing goodness of the Lord, my soul doth, and 
ever will praise his holy name ! At this time Mn 
Tenison my master^ (of whose religious care of me I 
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JAMES BONMEtL, ESQ. 7 

fliialt alvi^ays have a very grateful remembrance,) dis- 
coursed with me about receiving the sacrament ; I 
readily consented, not being a little rejoiced at the 
invitation, which seemed to come as it were from God 
himself. So I practised the directions which my 
books gave me, and endeavoured to prepare myself 
according to my light and ability. My notions of it 
were obscure, for the books I had read were so, and 
very allegorical. Yet I hope God will lay no sin to 
my charge, that might arise from thence ; since it 
was what I was then capable of, from the instructionH 
I had." 

These were the happy beginnings of Mr. Bonnell^s 
piety ; and what mighty advances in religion might 
not be hoped from a zeal so early and yet so strong? 
How few, even in their happiest periods of life, when 
their reason is best improved, and their graces most 
lively and vigorous, can give a better account of their 
piety, than Mr. Bonnell in the beginning of his youth ! 
How firm and lasting must the building be, whose 
foandation was so deeply laid ! And such his piety 
proved, encreasing with his reason and years, till all 
were completed in a happy eternity. 

At fourteen years of age, being fit for the University, 
he was removed from Trim school : but his friends* 
who were nicely solicitous about his education, chose 
to send him to a private philosophy school in Oxford- 
shire ; believing him there more out of the way of 
temptation, and resolving not to expose him to the in- 
fectious dangers of a great city, and numerous ac- 
quaintance. But how much persons of the like senti- 
inents are mistaken in their opinions of these private 
b4 
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8 THE EXEMPLARY LIFE OF 

seminaries, may appear from Mr. Bonnell's account of 
that, which his friends made choice of for him, aad 
preferred to all our famous seats of learning. ** I was 
sent," says he, " to Oxfordshire, to a private house, for 
fear of being corrupted at the University : our tutor 
was Mr. Cole, who had formerly been principal of St. 
Mary Hall in Oxford ; he read to us Aristotle's Phi- 
losophy, and instructed us in the classics and oratory: 
he preached twice every Sunday to his family and 
us : here I stayed two years and a half; but my unhap- 
piness was, that there was no practice of receiving the 
sacrament in that place, so that I could have no so^ 
lemn, earnest, and serious recollection of myself^ nei- 
ther were my associates such from whom I might 
learn any part of godliness, but, on the contrary, all 
debauchery ; so that my friends' care seemed herein 
to be deluded, had, I not been otherwise principled 
before, and had some tincture of my Trim sentiments 
still on my mind : our tutor was too remiss in matters 
of morality and religion, though I cannot accuse him- 
self of any thing that was ill." At last he concludes, 
•' I cannot with comfort reflect upon the time spent 
in that place," And he has been often heard to say, > 
when speaking of that private school, " that in it 
were all the dangers and vices of the University, with- 
out the advantages." 

From Oxfordshire he removed to Catherine Hall 
in Cambridge, having been entered there a year be- 
fore, by his friend and kinsman Mr. Strype, then of 
the same house. There his tutor was the learned 
Doctor Calamy, who, upon several occasions, ex-» 
pressed the esteem he had for his pupil, commending 
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JAMES fiONNELL^ ESQ. 9 

him to Mr. Strype and others, for his learning, gra- 
vity, and manliness, both in discourse and behaviour ; 
but chiefly for his constancy at religious duties, being 
hardly ever known to miss prayers, all the time he con- 
tinued at Cambridge. Here he enjoyed all those ad- 
vantages, the want of which he lamented so much 
before ; the frequent returns of the sacrament kept 
his mind in a true devout frame, put him upon the 
strictest researches into his past life, and the most 
solemn and serious resolutions of adhering to his duty. 
Here also he had friends and companions every way 
suited to his own genius and manner of life, such as 
w^!*e most remarkable for their parts and piety ; the 
chief of which were. Dr. Gouge, late Minister of St. 
Martin in the Fields, London ; Dr. Blackall, minis- 
ter of St. Mary Aldermary, London ; and Mr. James 
Calamy. his tutor's brother. Here he pui-sued all 
those methods of devotion he had begun before, and 
went on to farther degrees of religious strictness ; par- 
ticularly, here he first resolved upon keeping fasting 
days, which all his life after he religiously observed. 
" This," says he, *' is what all books of devotion com- 
mend, and what I had known to be the practice of 
several religious persons. Looking upon it, therefore, 
as my bounden duty, I bethought myself what day 
of the week would be most convenient, and without 
any vows, immediately set upon it ; and very great 
did I find the benefit of being sequestered from the 
world, and enjoying myself alone ; it inured my mind 
to devotion, and kept it sensible and tender, and ac- 
customed me to acts of mortification and self-denial. 
These days, if the weather were fair and calm, I 
b5 
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10 THE EXEMPLARY LIFE OF 

would usually spend in the fields ; if otherwise^ in 
some empty chamber in the College ; in the absence 
of my chamber- fellow, in my own chamber ; or in my 
study, if he were there : but not so as to give him, or 
any else, the least suspicion of this practice all the 
time I was there." 

His advancement in learning kept equal pace with 
his improvements in piety and years ; for he prose- 
cuted his studies with indefatigable diligence, and 
performed all his academical exercises with general 
approbation : and when sometimes his eager purauit 
of learning would occasion a thought to arise in his 
mind that a whole day every week, was what he could 
not spare from his studies, with indignation he would 
reject that suggestion, as coming from his spiritual 
enemy ; " He considered it," as he expresses it, ** that 
it were just in God to punish such thoughts, by 
blasting all his studies; but if he cheerfully gava 
that time to God, his goodness would supply that and 
more to him, having promised to add all things to 
those, who first seek the kingdom of heaven, s^nd his 
righteousness." 

From Catherine Hall, (after he had 

Removes into _ , . , • i • x , 

Mr. Freeman's taken his degrees in leammg) he re- 
family. moved into the family of Ralph Free- 

man, of Aspeden Hall, in Hertfordshire, Esq. and uu^ 
dertook the education of his eldest son; a trust which 
he ever esteemed one of the most weighty in the 
world, and which none should undertake without 
earnest resolutions of conscientiously discharging it. 
And it was very happy for Mr. Freeman, that he 
found one who had all those qualifications, which he 
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JAMES BONNBLL, ESQ. 11 

devoid wish in an instructor and friend for his son : 
great sweetness of temper, joined with a sound and 
penetrating judgment; a sedate gravity to command 
respect, mixed with an easy cheerfulness to gain lore ; 
a happy way of explaining the difficulties of learning, 
having clear notions himself of what he undertook 
to. make intelligible to his pupil; a noble genius, and 
lively fancy, tempered with discretion and prudence ; 
and what was more valuable than all these, great 
strictness of life, and an excellent talent at recommend* 
ing prety to young persons, which is a peculiar art ; 
few knowing how to clothe religion in its true dress, 
most making it rather a burthen than a pleasure to 
beginners, so as rather to frighten them from it, than 
engage them to love it. 

This gentleman, Mr. Bonnell very happily instruct* 
ed, making the most difficult parts of learning plain 
and easy to him ; but his principal aim was, to give 
young Mr. Freeman right notions of religion and 
virtue ; which he not only endeavoured in his oHistant 
conversation with him, but for his use composed 
many pious meditations, with short reflections and 
advices upon the daily occurrences of life. 

He continued in Mr. Freeman's family till Goes into 
the year 1678, and then went with his pupil with*Mr. 
into Holland, and staid near a year in Sir Freeman. 
LeoUne Jenkins's family at Nimeguen, very much 
to his satisfaction. From Nimeguen, he went in 
the ambassador's company through Flanders and 
Holland, and so returned for England. From 
that time he continued with his pupil till the year 
1683, when Mr. Freeman was sent into France 
b6 
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and Italy. In 1684^ Mr. Bonnell went into France^ 
and met Mr. Freeman at Lyons ; and in his company 
visited several parts of France : and so great was his 
tenderness and concern for Mr. Freeman, that he 
being taken dangerously ill of the small-pox at Tours, 
Mr. Bonnell constantly exposed himself to that dis- 
temper, though it was what he never had ; and upon 
his being able to use them, supplied him with many 
excellent meditations, and often joined with him in 
prayers and thanksgivings for his recovery. 

By his prudent behaviour and ingenious conversa- 
tion at Nimeguen, he procured Sir Leoline Jenkins's 
esteem and friendship, who, in his letters to Mr. 
Freeman's father, highly applauded Mr. Bonnell's 
conduct, and was ever ready to serve him with hia 
interest at court, when his affairs required it. And, 
with respect to his pupil Mr. Freeman, as never 
man tpok truer pains to instruct and accomplish him, 
to improve him with knowledge, and adorn him with 
piety ; so he continually reaped new satisfactions frona 
the success of his labours : but chiefly the most 
delightful part of them, his endeavours to give 
Mr. Freeman a right sense of his duty to God^ 
and fix the impressions of religion in his mind. 
They frequently joined together in prayer, and 
every day their devotions led the way to their stu- 
dies; the Te Deum and some other Psalms being 
the first business of it. And though he kept Mr. 
Freeman close to these exercises^ yet he managed 
them so, as that they might not prove uneasy to a 
youthful mind. And to this day Mr. Freeman 
retains a most grateful sense of Mr, Bonnell's care of 
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him, and has owned in the kindest manner since his 
death : '' That it was his prudent management and 
good instructions^ which kept him from following 
many ill e^mples of great looseness and immorality ; 
and hindered him from running into many mischiefs, 
he should hardly otherwise have avoided : that when 
he was absent from him^ he constantly reminded him 
by letter, of his former good instructions ; which had 
the greater impressions on him, as knowing they were 
meant in great kindness.*' 

' And, no doubt, Mr. Freeman always reflected 
with pleasure, on the advantages he enjoyed by Mr. 
BonnelFs conversation and example so many years ; 
and considered how invaluable a blessing that was, 
and what reason he had to praise God for it ; since 
such an instructor, and so faithful a friend, might 
have preserved many men (had they been so happy 
as he was) from those fatal miscarriages which have 
ended in their ruin : and that, therefore, he lay under 
particular obligations to God, for so distinguishing a 
mark of his favour and goodness. 
• Were the generality of our gentry blessed with 
instructors of Mr. Bonnell's temper and piety ; his 
gravity, prudence, and holy life ; with those who are 
acquainted (as he was) with the methods of gentle 
conversation ; who can dive into a young gentleman's 
genius, and rightly form his mind ; we should soon 
see a happy change in their principles and lives : reli- 
gion would have their first and principal regard ; and 
it would be no part of their character, to be vicious or 
profane. Such ought to be enquired after for this 
noble trust, who are not narrow in their fortunes, nor 
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servile in their natures^ and have had a generous edu-^ 
eation themselves ; such whose presence carries awe 
along with it, and whose lives are fit to be made pat* 
terns to their pupils. And when such excellent persond 
are found, they are to be treated in such a manner, as 
may bring both their persons and employments into 
esteem and credit ; as may plainly shew, that they 
and their labours are highly prized and valued* By 
this means, the greatest trust in the commonwealth, 
and upon which most depends, would not be put (as 
it too often happens) into the worst hands ; who, for 
want of right qualities, are neglected by those, whose 
business it is to secure them from contempt, and 
whose example influences others, till they lose all 
authority, even with those who are under their care, 
and consequently all capacity of doing them good. 
But with Mr. Bonnell, it was entirely otherwise ; he 
was every way qualified to gain esteem ; his learning 
and prudence, his behaviour and manner of life, com- 
manded just respect ; his fortune secured him from 
all temptations to mean compliances, (for on that 
alone he could have subsisted) and the great severity 
of his life, exacted reverence from all he conversed 
with. 

During Mr. Bonnell's stay in Mr. Freeman's fami- 
ly, he had frequent returns of sickness and pain ; his 
constitution was tender, and easily injured: and I 
find, by the meditations he then composed, that his 
body was an uncomfortable companion to his mind ; 
and that he was frequently disturbed in his religious 
course by bodily disorders. He complains with great 
passion of himself, for being sometimes uneasy under 
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a load of sickness, and wishing its removal with too 
much eagerness. One or two of these meditations, 
written in the year 1680, in the twenty-seventh year 
of his age, will give the reader a view of his happy 
progress in piety ; and how bravely he encountered 
the difficulties he met with, from the world and him* 
self; from a distempered body, and those other in- 
firmities which all mankind feel, and are not to be 
entirely conquered while we are in this world. 

Thus in one place he confesses his weakness to 
God, and prays for his help. '' O my God ! what shall 
I think of myself ! What shall I say to thee! 
What am I but a sinful discontented creature, whose 
obedience has at best been very imperfect! Thou 
hast long afflicted me with a lingering sickness, 
in the flower of my life ; and hast added (because 
I have not duly improved by this) other chas- 
tisements besides, and which I hope have not want- 
ed their effect upon my soul. Thou, Lord, art 
wise, and thy wisdom is deeply to be adored by us, 
which I humbly desire to do. But ah ! Lord, had my 
wisdom been to choose my chastisement, I would have 
had less of a painful sickness, and more of such other 
afflictions as thou layest upon men ; and this, not to 
please my flesh, but for the good of my soul ; having 
found by so much experience, that this is not so pro* 
per to kill our sins, and turn our hearts to thee ; not 
so mortifying to the pride or discontent of our minds ; 
not so quickening to repentance^ and other Christian 
graces, as the loss of estate, and displeasure of men ; 
the falseness of friends, and injuries from others. 
True indeed, when once thou didst raise my sickness 
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ao as to consume my body, and make even my life 
dangeroaSf through the blessing of thy grace, it had 
a saving effect upon my soul : but in all other times, 
the natural effect of it has been, to make me intermit 
my devotions, and disturb my pious thoughts; to 
make me uneasy and discontented with my condition^ 
and impatient after change. But in other afflictions^ 
while the health of the body remains entire, the heart 
is humbled, our devotions are quickened, ^nd we fast 
and pray to good purpose, till our soul is brought 
over to thee, and confirmed in thy ways. If I now 
fast, it is not only all the time in pain, but ends in 
more, by encreasing my distemper, and indisposing 
my mind for the exercises of religion ; the constant 
practice of which alone mountains the life of my soul. 
And yet thou choosest thus to afflict me still! How- 
ever, Lord, I will fast, and O ! that I may never 
omit to pray. And do thou, O Lord, fortify my soul, 
I beseech thee, that in that I may ever persevere : let 
me consider, that the life of my soul is above the 
health of my body, however I find it daily to decay. - 
*' Upon the whole, O my God, I am weary of being 
discontented and murmuring against thee. I humbly 
confess, that I have found, in the depth of my heart, 
that my prayers to thee, for making me contented 
with my condition, have had too often this meaning, 
that thou shouldest make my condition such as I 
might (vouchsafe to) be contented with ; and that 
when I have resolved to submit myself to thee, and 
be contented, it has been with a prospect, or secret 
hopes, after such a condition ; and that, therefore, 
when thou hast disappointed these wilful and ground 
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less hopes, I hekve resumed my fonner impatience : 
this> Lord, upon a serious review, has been too often 
the sense of my heart. But behold, I am truly dis- 
pleased at myself, and both weary and ashamed of 
my impatience ; and, therefore, do desire most hum- 
bly to return unto thee, and with thee to condemn 
myself. Thou hast vouchsafed often to enlighten and 
quiet my soul, who have not deserved that favour 
from thee : and this one consideration shall satisfy m«, 
as it has done, that thou only knowe'st the time of my 
life here, and how to make a suitable provision for 
that time. Yet, O Lord, I groan under the burden 
of an aching flesh, and many, (though not extreme, 
which is thy mercy) never intermitting pains. My 
sins indeed deserve this, and more: but might I 
choose for the good of my soul, as I said (which I 
know thou dost favour,) I should, with submission to 
thy wisdom, desire some other kind of chastisement^ 
and take leave to wonder at thy dispensation to me. 
But I am abundantly satisfied, and assured in myself, 
from thy immense wisdom and exceeding love, to 
which I heartily and pheerfully resign up myself, that 
even this is best for my soul, however unlikely it seems 
to me. Thy wisdom is above my shallow compre- 
hension^ and, therefore, to thee I sacrifice these glim- 
mering sparks of my faint reason^ and shall repose 
myself upon thy mighty love." 

Another time, reflecting upon the sins which had 
been the effects of his sickness and affliction, he en* 
deavours to quiet his mind, by proposing to it the 
more dangerous sins^ which generally attend pros- 
perity and health. '^ You see, O my soul/' says he« 
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*' what sins sickneiSd and afflicttcm lead you to> (whictt 
indeed ate ill> and the Lord in mercy grant me pardon 
for tfaem^) but you do not see to how much greater 
healtii and plenty, freedom and applause, faonouryand 
the good things of this world, would have brought 
you, hzA God vouchsafed them. It is not possibie 
for thee to have a prospect of these; but from thd 
wickedness of thy heart, thou mayest guessT what 
.would have become of thee, had he dealt with the6 
with a more bountiful hand, and as he does with some 
others. The child that dare sin, even under the rod» 
what would it have done in the midst of smiles ? 

** O let the consideration of those sins, from which 
the goodness of God has kept thee, make thee heartily 
oc^tented with the way that he hath taken with thee ; 
and exceedingly joyful with that condition, which 
hath been a means to thee of avoiding any one sin. 
It is a cursed delusion of the devil, who plunges souls 
in sin, that have begun to tamper with it : and draws 
them wholly away ftom God, who have wantonly 
turned a little out of the right path, by making them 
believe, that now their hand is in, they may go on ; 
that since they have begun a score, it will not much 
increase their guilt, to gratify themselves in the next 
>enjoyments : the sum of their guilt will be much the 
same, if having gone so far, they take the other satis-^ 
faction in also ; the same repentance will serve to ac- 
count for both, and the same humiliation to wipe out 
all, and this temptation seldom fails to carry it ; es- 
pecially when there is a strong party within, and a 
predisposition in our niinds by former commissions. 
But, O my soul, let me know that it is infinite matter 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JAMES fiOKNELL, ESQt 19 

of rejoicing to be saved from one sin ; that we, who 
^ar upon God's patience by our commissions, should 
rather than displease him, suffer any thing, to avoid 
one evil. The contrary is the language of a heart 
alienated from God, and that has forgot the sweets of 
his favour : besides, the consequence is more fatal, and 
seldom terminates in one sin ; but increasing the en^ 
mity of our will towards God, disposes us afterwards 
to commit the same, and other sins, maliciously, and 
in a kind of defiance to him, which before we did out 
of weakness and childish infirmity. For the first 
sins which are committed by a child of God are in<^ 
nocent, in respect of the additional repetitions, which 
are committed on presumption of God's reconcileabto*- 
ness, and hopes of repentance : for this does two 
things ; it habituates the person to the sin, and makes 
him more powerfully disposed to it by a bodily and 
mental habit and inclination : and it raises in his mind 
a sense of greater guilt, and by consequence of God^s 
displeasure ; the effect of which is, that he contracts 
an enmity to God ; for being habituated and inclined 
to his sin, and 'knowing, on the other side, that Grod 
is displeased with him for it, he likewise becomes 
angry with God, who stands in the way of his en- 
joyment and gratifying himself; and this breeds en* 
mity to God, which is the constant affection of a 
sinner, as love is of a saint ; and nothing more hardens 
our heart from returning to God, or concludes us in a 
state of sin, than this does ; because it makes us sin 
maliciously ; the breach is made wide, and reconcilia* 
tion not easy ; and in the mean time, habit grows 
powerful, and they carry away the soul that is thus 
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estranged from God, with the same ease that a wolf 
devours a solitary sheep that is gone astray, and quite 
out of the sight of its shepherd. It is in the condi- 
tion of the Israelites, when Moses was so long on the 
Mount ; ' As for this man, (and this God) who 
brought us out of Egypt, we know not what is be- 
come of them; up, let us make other gods.' 

" Hear, O Lord my God, the humble request of 
thy unworthy servant, according as I unfeignedly 
desire to pour it out before thee; let me have grace 
to serve thee ; let me be dehvered from every sin, and 
all occasions of falling ; let me have grace to wait 
upon thee with never ceasing diligence in well doing, 
in humble, constant, and earnest prayer ; let m6 pro- 
ceed in holiness, exemplariness, and all Christian 
graces ; make me inwardly sound in respect to my- 
adf, and outwardly influential to all I converse with ; 
that thy grace may be in my heart, and on my tongue* 
in my looks, and in my eyes, and shine bright in all 
my actions. 

'' Teach me, O my God, the wisdom of salvation, 
and let me understand thy will, and way of proceed- ^ 
ing in dealing with my soul. In all my sufferings, I 
find that. this gives me ease, and makes me able 
quietly to submit, while thou dost tell my soul, ' It is 
my will thou shouldest thus suffer \ for in submitting 
to thy will, I hope to please thee ; and in gaining thy 
favour, I gain more than the world can make me lose. 
Farewell then all projects and vain contrivances ; this 
is the will of my God ; this must be best for my soul ; 
here I will stay, and here will I submit.'* 

The great benefit of these severe trials from sick** 
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ness and other afflictions^ he expresses in the follow- 
ing meditation, composed soon after the former. 

*' O Lord, thou didst bring the wise heathen to the 
knowledge of thy Son, by the leading of a star : how 
early didst th6u make them partakers of this great 
blessing ! whose minds having duly improved theirna- 
tural light, thou didst form by thy blessed Spirit to 
that degree of saving humility, that they were not 
offended at the meanness of our Saviour's circum- 
stances. Had not that exceeding great joy, where- 
with they were transported, when they saw the star 
conducting them to the place where our Saviour lay, 
buried all carnal affections in them, the pride of their 
heart would have made them flung back, as Naaman 
did from Elisha, saying, surely we thought to %have 
found some great prince richly attended : and in des- 
pight of the heavenly signal, counted all but a delu-. 
sion, and have refused to have submitted their reason 
to go great absurdities : but thou, O Lord^ didst not 
only enlighten their eyes, but touch their hearts, and 
Inflame their spirits with heavenly affections, so that 
when they saw the star, * they rejoiced with exceed- 
ing great joy.' Thou, O Lord, hast thought fit to 
afflict me in divers manners ; in mercy, I trust for 
the good of my soul, that thou mayest not ' con- 
demn me with the world:' but, O gracious Lord, 
while I find my soul moved to thee by such chastise- 
ments, while I find each of them to have its natural 
and due effect upon my spirit, while I find my soul 
humbled by reproaches, my mind drawn off the worlds 
and resigned to thee with humble and contented de- 
pendance at losses ; while it is thus with me upon 
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each occasion ; let men contemn and speak evil of 
me; let the news come of the loss of my estate^ or 
other calamity, I shall rejoice, O my God, with ex- 
ceeding great joy; because Mt brings me to the 
haven where I would be,* and to that temper of mind, 
which is more precious than all things upon earth* 
Indeed, while afflictions have not this due effect, they 
are like wandering fires, that lead my soul so much 
the more astray ; but when they have, they are like 
this blessed star, that conducts me to my Saviour; 
whom when I find warming my soul with heavenly 
affection^, I cannot but ' rejoice with exceeding 
great joy ;' with joy, to find my Lord, while I lose the 
world: with joy to find my heavenly physio wodc. 
kindly on my soul, and an eternal health springing up 
in it, O my God, so guide me, so conduct me, so 
prepare my soul, and temper my mind, that I may 
cheerfully follow the motions of thy blessed provi- 
dence, and yield myself to the mighty workmanship 
of thy eternal Spirit." 

There is another thing which I shall here take no- 
tice of, concerning Mr. Bonnell's early and happy 
progress in piety ; which is, that as both at Cambridge 
and Mr. Freeman's he was a constant .communicant, 
so his self-examinations for the sacrament were strict 
and severe. He began very early a most useful prac-> 
iicei, which he continued during his whole Ufe; and 
that was, upon every return of the holy sacrament, to 
put down in writing those thoughts which at that time 
most affected and entertained his mind. I have a 
good number of sacramental meditations composed 
by him, betwixt the twenty-first and twenty-seventh 
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years of bis age: a time of life too commonly giTen 
up to sensuality and vanity. But here we ^ee a young 
^lan, instead of indul^ng himself in foUy and plea- 
eure, bemoaning and confessing his sins, earnestly 
praying for grace to resist every temptation, and taking 
more pains to fit his soul for appearing at the Lord's 
table, than others at that age usually do to clothe 
and. adorn their bodies. The following confession 
and prayer^ written on Whitsun-Eve, in the twenty- 
sixth year of his age, will sufficiently confirm what I 
say. 

'^ O my God, I know I am unworthy, and I believe 
I am much more ; I see my sins to be very great ; 
but when thou shalt open mine eyes, (as I humbly 
entreat thee) I shall see them much greater. I, who 
had undertaken the highest degree of holiness, find 
myself not only to have come short of thy righteous- 
ness, but to have run too much the other way. It is 
true, thy merciful providence still raises me up, and 
sets me in the way of returning to thy favour ; never- 
theless my sins cease not to be such, nor confusion to 
overspread my soul. It is too much that I, whom 
thou hast fed with thyself, should do so : but too 
much that I should again present myself before thee, 
to have that honour repeated upon me, and I, with all 
my load of sin, to receive the assurances of being 
made for ever happy with thee. My soul flies back 
from this honour in the sense of my great un worthiness ; 
but while methinks I hear thee cry to it^ as thou didst 
to Peter^ ' If I wash thee not, thou hast no part in 
me,' I dare not refuse : I resolve then to force myself 
into thy presence with all my blushes and my guilt, 

12 
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knowing if ihou dost not feed me, ' I have no part in 
thee :' but» Lord, I must come in a dress fitting my 
condition ; not in a gaudy wedding robe, such as thy 
happy children triumph in ; but in a mourning veil, 
such as becomes one who is widowed of his innocence. 
Under this will I shroud myself, with this, will I 
hide my guilty blushes, while I wait upon thy so- 
lemnity. I will creep behind thee, my Saviour, and 
find out thy feet to wash with my tears; and if 
I must needs partake of thy feast, it shall be only 
such crumbs as fall from thy table. I will not pre- 
sume to reach my hand to the rojal mess, nor seiTe 
myself with the glorious assurances of being united 
to thee for ever, who am such sinful dust and ashes: 
but for this time it shall be enough and too much for 
me to find that thou wilt be graciously ready to accept 
of me upon my repentance and amendment, avoiding 
all sin, and that there is a way open through the 
wounds of my Saviour for my admission to thy mercy. 
Lord, thou art privy to his whole discourse, and 
judgest the sense of my heart with which it is spoken ; 
O graciously pardon what thou seest amiss in it, more 
than I can discern, and according to the appearing 
integrity of it, to the utmost of what I myself can 
judge, be intreated by me, thy poor servant, to shew 
good unto me, and to strengthen me in thy ways, ac- 
cording as I (unfeignedly) desire to walk in them. 

'* Lord, if such a wretch as I might have leave to 
expostulate with thee, if dust and ashes might have 
leave to speak to thy majesty, and a sinner to argue 
with his God ; since such desires to serve thee are 
agreeable to thy will, and pleasing in thy sight, and 
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since thou art of power sufficient to preserv^e those 
who are thus devoted to the height of their desires ; 
why may not my humble prayers now be heard, that 
I may be so strengthened with thy grace from this 
moment, that I may proceed and go forward in all 
well-doing, from grace to grace, perfecting holiness in 
thy fear, and being never more guilty of any wilful 
sin against thee, my God ! But thus have I humbly 
entreated of thy Majesty before, and with the like 
seeming sincerity, to my own sense, as I now do, yet 
hast thou thought fit to let me sometimes fall : looking 
forward, I see still- that my life depends on thy favour ; 
and that I must perish without thy divine upholding. 
What can I do more, than thus humbly to intreat 
thy Majesty ; what can I do more than fly to thee, 
who 1 see hast the custody of all my ways? It is 
true, I am not to expect that any one prayer should 
last me for my whole life, or that this petition now, 
should acquit me from waiting upon thee each day 
for the. same thing in due form: but canst thou re- 
fuse any one prayer that is faithfully poured foFth 
before thee, in the name of thy dear Son, for a thing 
agreeable to thy will? Hear then this my humble 
request, O Lord, my God, according as I unfeignedly 
4esire to pour it forth before thee : let me have grace 
to serve thee ; let me be delivered .from all sin and 
occasions of falling; let me have grace to wait upon 
thee with never-ceasing diligence in well-doing, with 
.humble, constant, and earnest prayer ; let me proceed 
in holiness^ exemplariness, and all Christian graces ; 
make ine both inwardly sound in respect of myself, 
and outwardly influential to all I converse.with ^ that 
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thy grace may be ia my heart, and on my tengue» in 
my lookSf and in my eyes, and shine bright in all my 
actions. Deliver me from temptations and oifieied 
occasions of fallings and may it please thee> £sr Jesnd* 
sake, to establish my soul in snch truth, as it m^y 
not go to seek out for itself opportunities of smnkig, 
that it may be established in thy fear and thy love, 
and that I may be preserved evermofe in perfeeC 
integrity and honesty of heart before thee my 6dd. 
This is it which I humbly beg; and if I want (uAy 
it is because I know myself unworthy to receive : but 
my humble request being agreeable to thy heavenly 
will, I am bold to assure my soul^ I shall not go 
wholly without an answer. Amen." 
ArriTeiin I^ the year 1684, Mr. Bonnell leaving 
Ireland, Mf ^ Freeman in France, came directly from 

and enters . xt. t ii»i 

upon hit thence mto Ireland, and took his employ- 
A^mp- °^^^ ^ Accomptant General into his own 
tant Gene- hands, which had been since hi» fath^'s 
^ ' death managed by others for his use. This 

is an office of much business and great trust ; in the 
discharge of which he was so remarkably diligent 
and faithful, so dexterous in dispatch^ and so ready 
to oblige, that he soon equally gained the esteem of 
the government, and the love of all who were con- 
cerned with him. 

Is desirous ^^^ ^ religion ever had the |)rincipal sway 
to quit au in his affections, so a mighty 2eai for that, a 
ployments.' contempt of this world, and a mind raised 
above its perishing concerns, had befcHre this time 
given him strong desires of quitting all secular em- 
ployments, and dedicating himsdf entirery to the 
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seiTice of God ; it could be no worldly consideration 
which suggested that thought to him ; for the tem- 
poral advantages of his office, were greater than what 
he could have expected in a long time from any 
ecclesiastical preferment; and his station was besides 
of sufficient dignity and credit But in things re- 
lating to God, '' he conferred not with flesh and blood/* 
and nothing hindered him from actually entering into 
holy orders, but the consideration that his employment 
was a great trust, and that he must render an account 
to Grod, not only for his discharge of it, but for the 
hands into which he should put it : a man of know- 
ledge and sufficient skill, but chiefly who had esta- 
blished a character of piety and unshaken virtue, was 
what he wanted. And such an one> in the year 1688^ 
he thought he had found ; and had actually agreed 
with him about it, being not a little rejoiced with the 
hopes of being soon freed from noise, and hurry, and 
worldly business ; and having nothing to do, but to 
take care of his own soul, and do good to the souls 
of others. But the news of the late Revolution 
changed that genUeman's thoughts, and hvokQ Mr. 
BonnelFs measures. 

His desires of entering into the ministry An enemy 
were of a very early date; for I find that ^ J^'^'*- 
several attempts were made by his friends, pre/er- 
during his residence in England, to procure "*"'• 
him some settlement in the church there ; some of 
which might have succeeded, bad he seconded his 
friends' zeal by any endeavours of his own: but 
that he was so far fVom doing, that he reckoned it 
a great unhappiness to the church, that interest and 
c2 
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application had any share in the disposal of spiritual 
things. And when his friend Mr. Freeman, out of a 
sense of Mr. Bonnell's great merit, and the services 
he had done him, designed to have purchased the 
advowson of a benefice, that he might present Mr. 
Bonnell to it; he himself was the only person that 
opposed it, and so disappointed the kind intentions 
of his friend. 

And it is probable that some endeavours of bis 
friends, for his advantage, occasioned the following 
meditation, written in the year 1680, wherein we shall 
see what were his sentiments of soliciting for em- 
ployments in the church; and what motives he pro- 
poses to himself, why he should, in all those affairs, 
cheerfully submit to the will of God, and acquiesce 
in his wisdom. 

*' I have often thought it," says he, " a great 
misfortune of some men, whose condition engages 
them in soliciting for preferment and places, which 
they often miss; and an unhappy effect of some em- 
ployments, particularly in divinity. And I cannot 
but pity such men, whose employments almost ne- 
cessarily engage them in such conflicts as seem very 
uneasy to flesh and blood, and very apt to shock a 
Christian temper ; for to what is one carried more 
violently, than to grudge and hate a rival or compe- 
titor ? to speak evil of him, when occasion is offered, 
and envy him if he succeeds? and what jealousies, 
what aniinosities, what heart-burnings, are commonly 
the effect of such debates ; are naturally apt (without 
much struggling with one's self) to be produced by 
them ? yet this, O my soul, will be made easy to 
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thee, if thou dost all with relation to God. If thou 
countest it thy only business in this world, to serve 
God ; and Considerest, that no service can be pleasing 
to him tlrat is not submissive ; for if I serve God but 
as I will myself, I cannot suppose it will be accepta- 
ble to him: wherefore I will desire no place, prefer- 
ment/ nor employment, to please myself, (especially 
in the church, but indeed no where else) but to serve 
God. If, therefore, I fail of any thing of this nature, 
for me to be dissatisfied, or envious, or angry, or the 
like, is as if I should proffer my service to a master, 
with great professions of humility and respect, to do 
such a piece of work, which he thinks fit to set ano- 
ther servant about, and 1 immediately fly out into the 
most unmannerly and undutiful expressions, both 
against one and the other. I cannot say that God 
wholly casts me out of his service ; for wherever I 
am in this world, I am in it : all I wait for is, a change 
of duties; and if God thinks not fit to employ me in 
that way, if indeed I principally desire to serve himj 
as I profess, I ought to be far from being displeased.' 
** Fancy, O my soul, that thou hearest thy God 
thus speaking to thee : ^ My son, it is but a little time 
you will stay in this world ; no matter how you ard 
employed, so you do it faithfully and well: thd 
greater the charge is, the greater duty, and the greater 
account will be expected : since by all your labour^ 
you strive only to please me, you will do that more^ 
by labouring according to my will, where I set you^ 
than where you seek to place yourself. It will not b6 
long before I shall take you to myself; in the mean 
time, the highest thing you can do to procure my 
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favour is, to do your duty where my providence sh^l 
place you. And if other things fail which you desire^ 
or aim' at, count that I think not fit to remove you, 
and let it satisfy you, because it pleaseth me.' Ah 
Lord! perfect this important lesson in my heart, 
which I am beginning to learn, and thou to teach 
me ; and change me more and more by the power of 
thy grace, till I at last be transformed into the hea- 
venly Ukeness of thy dear Son. Amen." 

The following meditation, written whenhis thoughts 
were more particularly fixed upon the ministry, 
shews what were his sentiments of that sacred eall- 
ing, and how necessary he judged a sincere intention 
to promote God's glory and the good of souls, to 
render us qualified for it, and useful in it. Here W€ 
may see what awful thoughts that good man bad 
of that great and dilficult work^ — taking care of &e 
souls of men ; and what a constant eye, all who de-' 
sign to be, or are engaged in that service, ought to 
have to God in the discharge of it, and how watchfol 
they should be against tbte assaults of worldly interest 
and vanity. 

" If we design," says he, *' any work Sxx th€ good 
of souls, we must take care that it be undertaken by 
God's permission and encouragement ; for we are not 
always competent judges of what is proper to this 
end, in particular cases: many things may seem, 
to our shallow reasons, to have a plausible tendency 
towards it, which God may not judge fitting : the 
temple had not been so fitting for God or his church*s 
service, if built by David's hands. Therefore it is 
fit we should take his advice and direction (of his 
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word and pro?idence,) in \m own work, as to laying 
tibie design. 

^' Titxit IB the oarrying it on, wa must from time 
to time lay the plummet to ^e work, and see that 
it squares with a ri^t intention for God -s glory ; 
tibat «very word be impregnated with a divine spirit, 
aiid f are leal fcHr the ser^ce of souls. For how can 
that -be Ukely to do good to souls, whiefa is only in- 
tended 4o ehmir our parts, or get ours^ves esteem? 
ow own baaioass indeed may be done by-the-bye, in 
pursuing of God's ; but God's business wiU not be 
done by-the*bye, in pursuing our own. All human 
affectioiis sjre unhallowed in respect of God^s work, 
and poUiite it by being mbced with it. They are the 
dead flies which corrupt this precious perfume of the 
sanetuaryr, and cause it to send forth an unpleasing 
savowr to God. ^ See thai thou do all things accord- 
ing to 4he paistem sheaired thee in the Mount,* aaid 
Gad to Moses, when he was about his sanctuary: we 
must look up to our pattern, in doing God's work, 
his JVill and direction. In Uiat we are not -allowed to 
please .ounielve8,|OribUowjour own fancy and inven- 
tion. How can any ^thittg that we do of ourselves, 
be «fcUe to benefit sook? alas, it is as muck be- 
yond our power to benefit them, as it is to redeem 
them ;tso was must let that sllone for ever, unless the 
sliQngt&of God goes along with our weakness. One 
18 the pecriiar work of God^be Son, the other of 
Ood the^irit. Unless ^ur words flow from his 
instmct, they are iike to have but a dead force upon 
souls. 

^* it is ^ith the children of ^^ur brains, as of otir 
c4 
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bodies ; if they are not sanctified in the womb, the^ 
rarely come sanctified into the world. If we cannot 
say, * Lord, let me have no children, rather than that 
they should not be thine,' we have little groand to 
assure ourselves that they will be his. Thus it is 
with the issue of our minds. If they are conceived 
in the Spirit^ God will bring them home to the souls 
which he hais loved ; there they will find the same 
Spirit making way for them, and closing in with 
them, as tally answers to tally, and they shall efFeet 
the desired good. 

'' But if it be said, does not David complain, ^ I 
was shapen in wickedness, and in sin hath my mo- 
ther conceived. me;' when then can there be such a 
holiness of conception, if even so holy a person as 
David had it not in his ? it is true, the most pious 
parents have human frailties, and nothing is perfect 
on earth. Who can say, he hath made himself 
clean? who can say, his intention is so clear, that 
the eye of God can discern no spot in it? but this 
is not expected by God from us, who knows whereof 
we are made. In this case he accepts the desire of 
perfect sincerity, for perfect sincerity itself. Human 
nature is not free from mixture ; but if this mixture 
be not so great as to darken the whole, and change 
the colour or property of it, .that is, that the main 
intent should be for God's service and glory, he gra« 
ciously overlooks it, and accepts it for perfect, more Of 
less, according to the degrees of this mixture. There 
will be some little sallies of self-complacency, some 
little by- thoughts creeping in, to glean among God's 
sheaves ; but if they be curbed as soon as discovered^ 
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and the intention again set right, the work goes on 
orderly, and God accepts and approves it* 

" To conclude, upon the whole : Can I think that 
any thing I do will be able to do good to souls, unless 
God gives it his blessing ? and will he bless any thing 
that is not done wholly in his fear^ with an eye con- 
tinually looking up to him for his guidance and di- 
rection ? alas ! how unhandy creatures are we in 
God's work, how apt to warp aside to worldly or 
self^nds 1 It is not every forwa;rdness of our own to 
go on with his work, which we are to esteem a call 
firom him : the more forward we are many times, the 
more of self ends there is secretly lurking in the bot- 
tom of our hearts : but if I find myself at any time 
filled with a sincere zeal for God's glory, and pious 
affections towards him, I may then go on with his 
work, he calls me to it : but if I find at any time the 
esteem of men, and the pleasure or good things of this 
world,«to have a considerable relish or gust in my 
mind, and by consequence, my heart not so ten^ 
derly affected towards God, (as it will necessarily fol- 
low) then let me not offer to put my hand to his work, 
I shall pollute it. And so if my bodily temper unfits 
me, as God gives me other work to do, according to 
my duty in my station, then he calls me off from his 
work by his providence, and I must meekly submit 
to it, till he thinks fit to give me leave to take it up 
again. He thinks fit to put this remora to it, this 
rub in my way, and knows well why ; and I (if I rest 
satisfied in it) shall have the pleasure and glory 
another day of knowing the reason too.*' 
- And even in the midst of all our confusions and 
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dangers in this kingdom, in the year 1689« Mr. Bob- 
nell's desires of being employed in the immediate flep- 
vice of God continued the same, ^as the following 
prayer on his birth day. Nor. 14, 1689, will Buffict- 
ently shew. 

" Thou hast granted me, O^my Fatfaer/to be bom 
on that day, in which those words of thy dear Son 
are appointed for the lesson, ^ I came down from hea- 
Ten, not to do my own will, but the will of him that 
sent me»' As if thou didst design me this in com- 
mon with him, to be sent into the world in some icind 
for thy work, and on thy errand': O that Lmay per- 
form it in some measure with that delight and faidin 
fulness which he did. O guide my way to it,iand 
assist me in it : and let the business I have tso much 
longed for, the service of souls, be the work of imy 
life, and joy of my mind. Amen/' 

During the late kiqg James-s reign, 
HU behaviour Mr. Bounell discharged hisoffice him- 
n^mg amess ^^j^^ and though he- was One whomAc 
party that then ruled eontdnarer hope 
to bring into their interests ; yet so fully were they 
convinced of his abilities and faithfulness, that they 
never thought of removing him from his employment : 
for such an openness and sincerity shined in all his 
actions, such unshaken fidelity was his rule and 
guide, so known an enemy was he to faction and in- 
trigue ; that he was not only free from blame, but 
even suspicion ; and the enemies of his religion reve- 
renced his person. 

He wanted not his share of those apprehensions 
which the state of these kingdoms (and of Ireland 
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in partieidar) vaised in tlie aniadfi of all true Prote»* 
tants ; he saw the ckmds gatliertag, and expected and 
,prepaied for a storm: but the effects which these 
threatening dangers had npon him, were different 
from what they prodnoed in the generality of ^men. 
Por, instead of being dismayed at the prospect of 
them, instead of sinking under a load of fears, and 
despairing of deliverance, he considered the true end 
and great benefit of judgments ; and what need most 
tihurdies have of being awakened by corrections^ who 
Bie too apt to be corrupted by prosperity, and lulled 
Bsleep by a long course of peace and safety. There<- 
fore writing to his friend Mr. Strype, in the year 
168^ he esqaresses himself thus. " The army is 
already changed, and Oed knows what an eflbet an 
ecclesiastical commissipn might produce in the church. 
I find our churchmen expect it. Our civil officers de- 
pend on the King^s pleasure; among the rest, myself. 
I hope there is a happy time coming of weeding the 
chi»rch of Ei^land ; and had rather, if it please God, 
bear my share in suffering, than that any scandal- 
ous persoiui should make it part of their character, 
to be of a church so truly resembling the primitive, 
if it might be made happy with a quickening dis'- 

-cipline." 

AH that reign, his thoughts were very much em* 
ployed in arming himself against those dangers which 
^e saw.approaching, and preparing for the severest 
trials. His private papers are fall of excellent prayers 
and meditations, proper for a devout Christian in 
times of difficulty and distress. Aujd he seems to 
have then. laboured, more than at any time of his life 
c6 
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before, to disengage his affections entirely from this 
worlds and bring his mind to such an indifferency to 
it> that he might not be at all solicitous about his 
fate here, but still be ready and willing to remove 
upon the fivst summons. It was then his daily work 
to fortify his soul with a noble faith in God, with true 
Christian courage and bravery, and the firmest reso- 
lutions of sacrificing all, even life itself, to God and 
his duty, should he be called to it. 

And that he was thus employed, the two following 
meditations, (among many others of the same kind> 
which might be here inserted) composed in the year 
1687, will sufficiently shew. 

*' *The wicked," ' says he, '* f flies when no man pur- 
Bueth, but the righteous is bold as a lion.' Grace re-^ 
forms and changes nature : it makes the proud man 
humble; the furious man meek and patient ; the lux- 
urious man temperate and mortified : but can it also 
make a coward valiant ? this seems to be so deeply 
rooted in our bodily frame, that without moulding tis 
anew^ it cannot admit of any alteration. And on the 
other hand, men that are naturally stout, though never 
so vicious, still retain their courage. How then shall 
we understand this sentence of the Wise Man ? either, 
we must conceive it of wicked and righteous men, 
who have naturally equal degrees of cOui-age; and 
then in case of terror, see who is the bravest man ; or 
else we must take it in case of public calamities, 
when God visits ; then the wicked tremble as a leaf> 
but the righteous is bold as a lion. Fear is a great 
sin in a good man; for why should he fear, who has 
the Lord of hosts for his shield, and most sure pro* 
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tector ? ' His heart standeth fast and believeth in 
the Lord ; his heart is established and will not shrink ; 
he is not afraid of any evil tidings ; nor of any terror 
or amazement. Though the earth be moved, and 
though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea, 
yet will he not fear.' These are the characters of the 
good man. Faith^ that removes mountains, works 
this change also, and makes women and children out- 
brave death and tyrants in their crudest forms. It 
is only want of faith, of believing in the Lord, that 
makes good men fear. Peter, who had ventured out 
where never man went before, when he saw the waves 
arise, was afraid. Our Saviour gives the reason, ' O 
.thou of httle faith, wherefore didst thou doubt V I 
believe that, * Except the Lord keep the house, the 
watchman waketh but in vain ;' I believe that God 
is my keeper in the way of my lawful calling and 
abode ; if I ftar, I either do not believe, or do not be- 
lieve enough. If it be his will to give me up to the 
violence of evil men, wherefore should I fear his will ? 
we fear only for something we are fond of: the good 
man has given up all his earthly concerns to God. 
If I am still afraid for any of these, and think this 
fear only an innocent and unavoidable infirmity of my 
nature, I mistake ; for it is a certain proof that I am 
still fond of what I pretend to have given up to God; 
it is a contradiction to my profession, and a manifest 
sin. But if, as I said, it be the will of God, to give 
me up to the violence of evil men ; my body, my 
g09ds, or my life; why should I be afraid of the will 
of God^ which is full of goodness and kind^ntentions 
towards me? if it be not his will, I know all the 
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powers of earth and hell caanot hurt me. I will lay 
me down> therefore, in peaee, and take my rest,jfbr 
thou, O Lord, only Biakest;me dwell iasafety. I will 
repose myself under the shadow of thy divine plea^ 
sure, and in it will I find a sure retreat, though my 
body and all my earthly c(mcema be givenmp to vio- 
lence." 

The other meditation is as follows : 

** In time of wealth and prosperity God requires 
us to watch and be sober ; to keep the world at a dis- 
tance from our afiections; to live in it, butcuot to liire 
to it ; to be reasonably pleased with it, but not to doat 
on it. But there is a time when he requires us to 
be utterly estranged from it ; when the dispute is not 
about enjoying it more or less, but about quittmg it 
altogether. When we are to have ' the loins of our 
minds girt up,' as the Israelites bad their bodies, the 
night they were to go out of Egypt ; when we are to 
be as indifferent to life, or this world, as they were to 
the land they were Jeaving; when we are to put our 
lives into our hands,(and not loverthem to death : and 
this time is,, when such a case happens, as we .find 
mentioned in Revelation xiii., when we have our 
choice to worship or die ; no ^ay to escape death, 
but by a dniul compliance; when none but they 
' whose names are written in the book of life, and 
have ears to hear, of all that dwell upon the eaarth, 
shall refuse to .worship the beast, or its image. 
When power is given to it, lo fight against the sainla, 
and to overcome them ; then is the tiine for the pa* 
tience and faith of the saiats. This is the time when 
there is to be no parleying with the world ; it must 
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not come into our thoughts ; we must either resist 
bravelyy and saye our lives by losing them, or die for 
ever. We may observe more severe and lively ex- 
pressed punishments denounced against such sinflil 
compliance, than against all the immoralities and sins 
reproved in holy writ. Thus Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. • If 
any man worship the beast and his image, the same 
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God which is 
poured out without mixture, in the cup of his indig- 
nation ; and he shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone, in the presence of the holy angels, and in the 
presence of the Lamb : and the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up for ever and ever ; and they have 
no rest day and night :' and the reason is, because the 
temptation is greater*to this than any other sin ; and, 
therefore, it is balanced with greater terrors, to arm us 
against it. The dispute here is not about resisting 
some little temptation, from which we might hope to 
recover ourselves again, and repent; but about re- 
sisting a sin, that can never be repented of; about 
parting with Ufe and all at once, or falling for ever. 
And on the other hand, as the terror is great; so God 
stands by, heartening his own soldiers, and encou* 
raging them to quit the world resolutely, and die 
bravely. Ver 12, 13. Here is the patience of the 
saints, here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus. ' And I heard a voice 
from heaven saying unto me. Blessed are the dead 
that die in (or for) the Lord, even so saith the Spirit, 
for they rest from their laboursi and their works shall 
follow them. And they sing the song of Moses, and 
the song of the Lamb/ Chap. xv. 3. The triumphal 
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song after the overthrow of Pharaoh, and the Lamb's 
triumphal song after his glorious resurrection, when 
he ceased from his labours, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy." 

By such exercises as these, Mr. Bonnell was very 
well fitted for whatever could befal him ; and he took 
the true way to make dangers not only tolerable but 
easy, by flying to Him for succour, who can either 
give safety, or enable us to bear trouble; can remove 
the rod, or sweeten its pains. Nor was he less ear- 
nest in his prayers for the removal ofthose calamities 
he saw falling upon the church, than careful to fit 
himself to bear his own share of them. And we have 
reason to bless God, that he (among other religious 
persons) was then devoutly employed in fervent ad- 
dresses to God for his church and our holy religion ; 
since we may reasonably believe that their pious in- 
tercessions shortened our troubles, and preseiTcd us 
under them. Such public blessings are the devout 
and religious, since to their prayers, even the wicked 
owe their peace and safety ! 

And how constant, how earnest his prayers in those 
days of trouble were, the following meditation will 
shew. 

" If it should please God to let this 
^^687^*'* storm blow over us which now hangs so 
black, and turn his judgments into a bless- 
ing ; I should not be capable of any comfort from 
such a happy day, if I should reflect that I had not 
performed my part in praying earnestly to God for 
such a blessing. They only that sow in tears shall 
reap in joy : if I have no part in that holy sowing, I 
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shall look upon myself to have no share in that happy 
harvest. I shall be like the sullen Samaritan lord« 
who would not believe the prophet's word. I shall 
see the plenty with my eye, but not be suffered to 
taste of it. If persons join together for an adventure, 
and put in their stocks ; surely the gain, when it re* 
turns, shall be divided between them, and a stranger 
shall not intenneddle with their profit. Good people 
are now stirring up themselves to join earnestly to- 
gether in prayer, for a removal of the judgments that 
threaten us ; and surely if I join not with them with 
my humble prayers, I shall see a blessing falling into 
their bosoms ; I shall see it, and look sad, and go 
away empty.'* 

And as Mr. Bonnell saw danger coming His beha* 
on, with a very composed mind, so his ap- Jj^^iJ^g^" 
prehensions did not grow greater at the near ing out of 
approach it. For I find in his private pa- ^oubic^^^ 
pers, an account of his behaviour, when this 
kingdom was universally alarmed at the report of a 
massacre, designed to have been acted upon the 
ninth of December, 1688. This news astonished the 
Protestants every where, particularly in Dublin, and 
great multitudes fled in confusion to the sea-side to 
escape, as they best could, for England. What share 
Mr. Bonnell had in these fears, and how quickly he 
got the better of them, what now follows will best 
shew, writ that very day of terror and disorder when the 
impressions, which a common danger might raise in 
the best resolved mind, would probably be strongest* 

'* How inconstant are human things : December 
blessed is. the soul that has his hope fixed fi* ^^^^\ 
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OD thee, O Lord. lArt Thursday the letter threi^- 
emng the maBsaore of aU the EngliBh od this di^^ 
Cftme to town; and people not lecetTing such sa- 
tisfaetion from the Lord Deputy a« they expeeted, 
hegui to think of England, and multitudes floeked 
away. I went mys^f to RingBrend^ thinking if there 
were any alarm, I was nearer lo take ehipping; I bad 
the duties of my plaee upon me, and no leave to go : 
ther^bos I would not go, unless in case of extremity, 
when no duty coidd be attended on. If I desirad io 
foUow the direction of God, and to ^wMfedi and cbtene 
the guiding of fais pooTutenee in every lesser ^affidr of 
my life, surely I should do it in Ihe most important 
one, my life itself; for if I may presume any thing 
relating to me to be iiis care, this eo doubt as. Now 
the index of his will is his providence ; smd of hicr 
providence, is my duty : this is the &bur 4hat |Hn«ts 
out to me the course I am to take. If I am 4b- 
chaiged from my duty, I may expect God'sv pro- 
teclion in gc»ng from hence ; if not, in ata^iis^ bente. 
While I waited at EingS'^end, uncertain in my ceao- 
htiticHua, I cemaaodiered a verse of the first lesson at 
last nigbt'-spn^ejSt, which then I took notice of, bot 
forgotitin the hurry of going away, Isaiah xxx. 16. 
' In returning and rest shall ye be saved, in quietnees 
and confidence shall be your strength.' God requires 
of us a confident reliance on him, in the atataon 
wherein he sets us, a quiet doing of our duty : and he 
promises hi&aafi^avd to sudh. I thot^ht/theiefore, 
I would return, and put myself mto hk hands, and 
endeavour cjpiietly to <eompose Biyaelf do. await his 
pleasure. Instesui of hurrying about tto wquii^ of 
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news, I would retire myself to my Ood, and settk 
matters between bim and ray aovL Behold I ^m 
come, O my God, hide not thyself from thy servaat 
in the day of danger. O abut not out thyself from 
me this day, when the matter in debate is my ap- 
pearing before thee for ever. I have deserved, I muftt 
humbly acknowledge, that thou shouldest withdn^r 
thy grace and favour from my souL But ea^t not 
away, O Lord, all thy past favours^ and let them not 
be lost upon me. Pardon, for thy tender mercies, 
my unwortbiness of them^ and awaken my aovl to b^ 
hold thee, that thy presence may purify it from ail 
the dross it has cimtracted by conversing in the wodd, 
and fit it for thyself. Lord, thou lovest to succour in 
distress ; nothing is so pleasing to generous lonrejaa to 
rescue from danger those whom it ia pleased to favour* 
For what sentiments does this awaken in aningenuous 
heart ! who can but adore that watchful love, which 
seasonably comes in to its preservation ! this then, O 
Lord, is my humble confidence in thee ; for I not only 
hope for deliverance from thee, but that thou wih 
make this deliverance a means to my «ottl of retum- 
ing to thee love and praises for ever. But, O my 
God, instruct my soul to remove all difficulties that 
lie in the way of thy mercy; that. every corrupt af«- 
fection may be done away, which hinders .my ap« 
preach to diee; and I may make my .peace with thee« 
my God, by the methods thou hast prescribed, even 
humiliation and sorrow, and earnest calling upon thee. 
We are not to think but that even this terror is a 
judgment from thee* O pardon, gracious Lord, tthe 
sins that have more immediately provoked it; even our 
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not having laid to heart, so much as we should , th6 
terroi's of thy soul, O most gracious Lord Jesu, which 
thou didst undergo for our sakes, * when thy soul was 
sorrowful even unto death, and cried out. Father, save 
me from this hour:' by thy terrors, O Lord, sanctify 
this thy judgment, and let us always love to medi- 
tate on thy agony for our sakes. Amen." 

I find another excellent meditation of his upon the 
same public troubles, composed by him, December 
22, 1688, when our fears and distractions were at the 
greatest height ; and which I shall here give the reader, 
that he may see how Mr. Bonnell, by a firm confi- 
dence in God, secured the peace of his own mind in 
that general disorder; and may learn the way to be 
safe and happy, should God send the same calamities 
upon us. 

" Isaiah xxx. 15. ' Thus saith the Lord, the holy 
one of Israel, in returning and rest ye shall be saved, 
in quietness and confidence shall be your strength :* 
In returning from your solicitous cares, and anxious 
fears, and vain projectings for your escape and safety. 
The time you bestow upon these, to how much better 
purpose would it be laid out in waiting upon me, and 
imploring my aid and protection, who am so easily 
able to defend you ? and this is the reason why in time 
of danger, I require your resting in quietness and con- 
fidence in me : because if I think fit not to give you de« 
liverance, this fits your souls for m)rself, to enjoy me in 
a much better condition. But if I send deUverance* 
this makes you know that it comes from my hand, 
and disposes you to make me thankful returns for it. 
They that in danger do not dispose themselves to a 
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dependence on Qod, and confidence in him, if deliver* 
ance comes, they are apt to impute it to an arm of 
flesh, or to chance, and the revolution of things. 
But those souls that quiet themselves in God, and 
with an humble confidence depend wholly on his 
power and readiness to help them, if it be his will; 
see plainly that what deliverance they obtain, is 
wrought by his hand ; this makes them prize the 
mercy, and praise him for it. * O my God, I see many 
of thy servants, in conscience of their duty, expose 
themselves to hazard in this place ; I h^ve also a duty 
here ; thy providence has continued it to me ; the pre- 
sent season indeed does acquit me from attending it 
for some time ; but should I not by removing, be a 
discouragement to thy servants, who are obliged to 
stay here? Lord, thou hast ordered and governed my 
whole life hitherto, and every circumstance of it ; I 
know I am now under thy protection and care ; I 
know thou art not unmindful of me, (pardon my un- 
worthiness to assure myself so,) O keep my eyes sted- 
fast upon thee, and upon the indications of thy will 
and providence, that I may not be forward to do any 
thing of my own head, least I put myself out of the 
way of thy mercy and protection. The people in the 
wilderness were not to stir until the cloud began to 
remove before them. Let me attend the motions of 
thy proiddence with a constant eye lifted up to thee ; 
if thou callest me from hence, (by any providence) 
let me go in obedience to thy will. If thou requirest 
me to stay here, and bear thy good servants company, 
(for thy suffering servants are the purest of thy flock,) 
let me stay in obedience to the same will, and dispose 
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myself to bear with theai the iesiies of thy pleasure 
ufxm us ; that we may glorify thee by life or by death, 
or whatsoever thou dialt ordain to ua. Hear me^ O 
graeidua Lord, in the multitude of thy mereiea, and 
prepare my heart for thy will> and to receire the 
decrees of thy infinite wisdom concerning me ; pre- 
pare me always for thy holy presence ; and whether 
I live or die, let me be ever thine. Grant the same 
mercy to all thy distressed servants in this place ; and 
as thou hast visited us with one common trouble, so 
unite us in thy fear, and make us partake of the same 
grace and mercy : Lord, be glorified in us, and let our 
aouk find acceptance with thee, through the beloved 
our Lord Jesus Christ and only advocate. Amen." 

And lest any inward remorse might shock his 
dependance upon God, I find him about that time 
particularly diligent, to set all matters right between 
God and his soul, that being the true foundation of 
confidence in public troubles. To this purpose is 
the following meditation, written upon Christmas- 
Day in the morning, that very year of disorder and 
confusion. 

** God hath said, ' In quietness and confidence 
shall be your strength.' But who can have confi* 
dence in God? St. John hath told us, * He whose 
Keart condemns him not.' And who is the happy 
man, whose heart condemns him not? St. Paul, by 
a reasonable inference, tells us, ' He that alloweth not 
himself in any thing which he condemneth,' (Rom. 
xiv. 22,) * Happy is he that ccmdemneth not himself 
in that thing which he allowedi.' And again^ Heb. 
X. 18, 19. ' Where there is remission of skis,^ we 
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have boldness to enter into the hcdiest by tlieUoed of 
Jesim ;' because * the blood of Jems Christ deanseih 
us from all sin/ 1 John i. 7. So then the pardon of 
Ottr sins gives ns tUs confidence in God. Come, O 
my sonlf let us go to the blood of Jesus, that we may 
be cleansed by it; thai our body may be made clean 
fay his body, and oar souls washed by his precious 
Uood: that we may obtain thiift confidence, our 
only means of strength and support in this time of 
danger." 

The effect of these exercises was a resolution of 
not attemptiag to remove irotn Dublin during the 
war, whatever dangers might threaten him there. 
He had quite different notious of the means of safi^, 
from the generality of the world, as you may see by 
the following meditation, written not long after the 
former. 

*' It fs not always the most fancied place for secu* 
rity is indeed the most secure. The remnant of Juddi, 
after the captivity, thought Egypt most secure. 
Whereas abiding in the place where they were, would 
have been most secure for them. And the reason it, 
because it is God only can make any place secure to 
us. And a quiet confidence in him, arising from an 
humbte walking with him, is the only means to engage 
him to secure our abode to us. If, because of the 
present distress, St. Paul advised the Corinthians' 
not to marry, that they might better * attend upon 
the Lord without distraction,' ( 1 Cor. vii. 36.) the 
same reason will hold against projecting removals, as 
a thing Ukely to distra^ our thoughts in distiessed 
times, when we most need to have them recollected 
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and Btayed upon God ; to be every minute composed 
and ready to lay hold on his hand at the appearance 
of danger." 

Thus armed with confidence in God, Mr. Bonnell 
waited the issue of our common dangers : and as he 
put himself into God's hands, so from God he had 
safety and protection, and even liberty during all our 
troubles. He was continued in his em- 
the Bishop^ of ploymeut without his desiring it, and it 
Kiimore's fu- ^^s happy for many Protestants that 

neral sermon. . , - . , 

he was so ; smce whatever he received 
out of it, he distributed among them with a liberal 
hand. He sought out opportunities of relieving his 
needy brethren, and went about doing good to the 
necessitous and oppressed. He boldly pleaded for 
them to those who were then in power ; and ventured, 
without concern, interest, favour, and even bis neces- 
sary subsistence, (so courageous does piety and cha<- 
rity make men) to get the injured Protestants relieved. 

And indeed, as bounty to the poor was one of those 
virtues which always shined eminently in him, though 
none more industrious to conceal it than he ; so I find 
him in more places than one, offering arguments to 
himself why he should, in those times of distress,, be 
more large in his alms than he used to be at others. 
I shall here insert two meditations exciting to charity, 
one written in the year 1688, the other in 1689. 

The first is as follows : 

" * Man lives not by bread alone ;' much less by 
gold and silver ; for bread may maintain one, when 
money cannot keep from starving ; ' but by every word 
of God,' by his favour and blessing ; it is his com- 
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mand, and giving the blessing, that makes any thing 
effectual to sustain us. And his command can 
make what is left as effectual to sustain thee^ as what 
thou hast given away, and much more added to it, 
would have been. But without his command, what 
abundance can sustain thee ? the rust and the canker 
will eat it up, and thy riches will make themselves 
wings, and fly away from thee. Insure then thy stock 
in a time of trouble and danger, in the great insurance 
office in heaven. It will be done at a reasonable rate^ 
and all the world cannot give thee such security of 
being answered as thou wilt find there. Thou wilt 
certainly find thy principal here or hereafter with an 
hundred fold. It is infallibly certain as God is true ; 
as God is God, thou may est depend upon it." 

The other meditation was written June 19th, 1689. 

" This day being the public fast-day in England 
for this kingdom, had for its second lesson in the 
morning, Luke iii. wherein is remarkable John Bap- 
tist's discourse to the people : ' The axe is laid to the 
root of the tree :' Now no longer to be forborne, 
either immediately to bring forth good fruit, or to be 
cut down : and to the people, demanding what they 
should do; his answer is, * He that hath two coats, 
let him impart to him that hath none ; and he that 
hath meat, let him do likewise.' Teaching us, that 
in a time of public trial, when matters^ are come to 
extremity, and God arises to judgment against a peo- 
ple, works of mercy and charity are most likely to 
prevail for a blessing ; either to the turning away the 
public scourge, or saving particular persons from the 
general calamity. And are not works of mercy at 

D 
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guch times partic^rly reasonable ? For what aig* 
nifies keeping of superfluities* when we know not 
how long we shall live to use them? or if we live, is 
it not better to give them now to those that need 
them, than to keep them to be taken away by sndi 
as will only destroy them !" 

Though Mr. Bonnell bore his own share of the 
calamities of that time, with a very calm and serene 
mind; yet there was one thing that gave hmx bq 
small disturbance* and that was, our troubles not 
producing that reformation among Protestants which 
might have been expected while the rod was upon 
them, though no doubt* a great many werie very 
much bettered by it What his sense of these things 
was* will sufficiently appear by the ensuing medita- 
tion* composed on Whit-Sunday* 1689. 

" To have a heart full of concern for the glory of 
God and the souls of men ; to see the world lie in 
wickedness and ignorance of God, and not be able to 
remedy it; is it not an uncomfortable state? but to be 
filled with a divine power and ability to work upon 
the hearts of men* to convince them and bring them 
off from this sin and ignorance* as the apostles were 
by the coming down of the Holy Ghost* can any 
thing be a greater comfort ? to force the world to 
believe the truth of what they witnessed* and acquit 
them from being deceivers* is it not an exceeding com- 
fort? but how is this comfort fulfilled to us? we see 
a world* in which we are, lying in wickedness ; the 
judgments of God gone out against it* and yet the 
inhabitants of it do not learn righteousness ; God 
seems resolved to reform or cut us off* and yet little 
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i^armatioii appears. And what can those now 
do^ who see this state of our age, who see it, and 
see themsdves without power to help it? who see 
the wickedness of the world, and cannot snatch 
men out of the fire? where is the Lord God of 
Elijah? where is the promise of the Comforter, so 
plentifully fulfilled to the blessed apostles of our Lord ? 
where is this double portion of his Spirit that de- 
scended on them ? is not the promise, * He shall 
remain with you always ?' Lord God, these are thy 
flock now, as much as they were of old ; thy people 
and the sheep of thy pasture, though they have gone 
astray, though they refuse to be reclaimed. O com- 
f<»rt thy servants with power to call home these wan«< 
derers from thee, and bring them into thy fold : to con- 
vert the unrepenting world, to turn many to righteous- 
ness, and cover a multitude of sins. Amen.*' 

When in the progress of the war, the Protestants 
in Dublin were denied the exercise of their religion; 
their churches turned into prisons, and their ministers 
confined : Mr. Bonnell deeply lamented those sins 
which brought down that which he accounted the 
severest of God's judgments; and endeavoured to 
supply the want of the church's public prayers by 
the greater constancy and fervour of his private de- 
votions. Thus June the 25th, 1690, a few days 
before the victory of the Boyne, he expressed the 
sorrows and devotion of his soul in the following me- 
ditation. 

" Justly, O Lord, for our negligence in thy wor- 
ship and service, dost thou shut us out from the li- 
berty of meeting together to celebrate it. Yet even 
d2 
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this, I trusty will turn to good^ to those that fear 
thee, in making them more zealous and fervent in 
praying to thee in private ; and afterwards, that thou 
wilt give them grace to redeem the faults they have 
been guilty of, by greater fervency in public, when 
thou shalt graciously restore to us the liberty of it. 
But, Lord, we are not better than thy servants, who 
are totally deprived of these means. (Ah ! that it is 
not to be said how far we may be worse than they ;) 
why then should it be presumed that thou wilt deal 
with us so much more graciously than thou hast 
thought fit to do with them? we are in thy hands, 
and have deserved no good from thee. Justly mayest 
thou deprive us of the liberty and exercise of our 
religion. But then, let not the extraordinary sup-^ 
plies of thy grace be wanting to us : for thou canst 
work without means as well as with them ; and even 
this severe dispensation of thy providence will be 
turned to a mercy to all of us, if it puts us upon re-^ 
pentance for all our abuses of that great freedom of 
thy holy ordinances, which thou hast so long in-» 
dulged to us; for our irreverent, careless, undevout 
behaviour in thy worship ; for our pleasing ourselved 
in other things, in our coming into thy house of 
prayer, besides meeting and serving thee our God. 
If it help us to repent of these abuses of thy house 
here, before thou take us to thy house in the heavens ; 
and if it fills us with hungerings and thirstings, and 
longings after those opportunities of serving thee, 
which we have too slightly valued hitherto; thou 
mayest make even a total deprivement turn to ft. 
greater blessing to us, as I trust thou wilt do, if thou 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JAMES BONNELL, ESQ. ^3 

sbalt think fit so to deal with us, than the freest en- 
joyment. Thou knowest how to conduct thy ser- 
vants to thyself; for this is the end of all their tra- 
vails; O let this aim fill our souls, and we shall un« 
concernedly leave to thee the ordering of the things 
of this world, which we have done with." 

But these calamities were soon over, and succeeded 
by all that joy which long wished for liberty, safety 
and peace, could give. One general release discharged 
all our prisoners ; and our churches again returned 
to their true use, and became houses of prayer. And 
as Mr. Bonnell had always expressed his sorrow in 
penitential complaints and fervent prayers to God, sd 
now his joy turned all to praises. But how different 
were his reflections upon that surprising turn of affairs^ 
from those of most others, who shared in the de- 
liverance it gave ! as different, it is to be feared, as 
his behaviour had been before. The mutual caresses 
of the Protestants, after their new-gained freedom, 
he improved to the noblest purposes, thence to raise 
his mind to heaven, and contemplate those endear- 
ments, that seraphic love and joy which shall fill the 
souls of the faithful at their meeting in that happy 

place. 

" How did we see," says he, *^ the pro- ,^^^ , ^^ 
testants on the great day of our Revolu-* DubUn'a de- 
tion, Thursday the third of July, (a day ^^^''*°'"- 
ever to be remembered by us with all thankfulness ; 
O had it been begun with visiting our churches, and 
presenting ourselves there to God our deliverer,) con- 
gratulate and embrace one another as they met, like 
persons alive from the dead ! like brothers and sisters 
d3 
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meeting after a long absence, and going about from 
'Chouse to hoQse, to give each other joy of Grod's great 
mercy; enquiring of one another how they past the 
late days of distress and terror ! what apprehensions 
they had ; what fears or dangers they were under : 
those that were prisoners, how they got their liberty, 
how they were treated, and what from time to time 
they thought of things. 

" O that this may be a happy type to us, as it is as 
lively an emblem as this world can give, of the joyful 
meeting of the servants of God ia heaven at the 
great day of jubilee ; when all the terrors of death 
and judgment shall be over, and Christ our great de- 
liverer shall have put all our enemies under his feet» 
How will they then embrace and congratulate for 
their escape from all their terrors and fears! how will 
they welcome one another into that blessed and 
secure abode of eternal peace and joy ! how may we 
suppose, will they enquire of one another, how 
they past through those days wherein they were 
parted ! what difficulties they met with in life, after 
the others had left them ! with what apprehensions 
or terrors' they past through their last agony! and 
what comforts or supports they had under it ! one 
,will say, I remember you were a prisoner, in bondage 
to sin, and under the slavery of divers lusts ; how 
werre you set free? how did you conquer those great 
and stubborn enemies we left you conflicting with ? 
I remember, to another, you were with child in those 
days, loaded with the incumbrances of the world, 
the cares of getting and keeping riches, and providing 
for a family^ in a degree above what was necessary. 
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^ther for their happiness or your state. To axtother, 
you were on the bed of sickness in the time of this 
alarm^ oppressed with distracting crosses, domestic 
disturbances, foreign enemies and oppressions, inward 
pains and diseases ; how did you get through all your 
infirmities ? how did you escape, who were no^ able 
to stir from the bed? with joy, each will reply, God 
did all this for us.*' 

After this manner did Mr. Bonnell improve that 
great deliverance; and so much did religion possiess 
his thoughts, that (as I find from his papers) it was 
his usual practice, from the daily occurrences of the 
world, and the most familiar affairs of life, to draw 
such reflections, as might best keep his mind in a 
devout frame, and confirm him in his duty. 

But his share in that general joy was soon abated, 
from two causes; the one particular to himself; the 
other, of more public concernment. The death of 
his mother was his particular cause of grief, which 
he heard of by the first letters that came from Eng- 
land, and which he lamented with true religious sor- 
row. He bore her the tenderest respect, as well as 
greatest love ; for she had done every thing for him 
which natural fondness, or religious concern, could 
suggest ; and he was sensible of all his obligations 
to her, from duty and gratitude, as well as nature. 
His meditations upon her death, (too long and par- 
ticular to be here inserted) shew a spirit truly afflicted 
for such a loss ; yet submitting without murmur to 
the will of God, the greatest love to his parent, yet 
greater to Him who had taken her away. 

His other cause of trouble, and what touched him 
d4 
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He lamenu ^^ scDsibly as any loss could do^ was the 
the preva- \[ii\q reformation which the iudgnaents of 

lence of vice , x ° 

after our late God had Wrought in this kingdom. He 
troubles. reasonably expected, that those who had 
kmented the want of their churches, should throng 
to them with joy, when they were restored to them^ 
and praise God continually for that great mercy: 
that unity and love should universally prevail aniong 
those who were not only professors of the same 
religion, but had been fellow-sufferers for it ; but that 
disputes, contentions, and revenge, should be for 
ever done away. But when he saw our troubles sue* 
ceeded by a torrent of vice, and the rod no sooner 
removed, but God, who had appointed it, by too 
many forgotten ; when he saw immorality and pro- 
phaneness conquer as fast as our victorious arms; 
and that the same army that delivered us, did cor^* 
rupt us too ; so melancholy a prospect did very much 
move him, raised many sad thoughts in his mind, 
and made him conclude, the time of our complete 
deliverance was not yet come. 

The following meditation, written July 3, 1690, 
will express his sense of these things, and par* 
ticulary shew how he lamented the violent behaviour 
of some Protestants, immediately upon their deUver-i^ 
ance. 

'* I see now plainly, that it is from the unchristian 
enmity and spite against one another in this king- 
dom, that the judgment of the sword is sent upon it 
so much oftener than on other places ; and that once 
every forty years we must expect a commotion. Per- 
haps commotions may happen as often in frontier 
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placeSj which lie between two countries ; and for the 
same reason, because they consist of mixed people : 
and this vice being most apt to happen between such, 
God punishes it periodically, by letting its natural 
effect take place. I look upon it as incurable in this 
kingdom, while it consists of different people ; for all 
the laws of Christianity will not reform it, because 
the greatest part of mankind are not guided by those 
laws. If ever it could have been mended, surely it 
would now, on the Protestant side, when for above a 
year and a half, we have been learning our religion in 
the best school, that of discipline ; when the whole 
Protestant cause has been at stake, and others have 
led us the way in the, severest sufferings. To see 
DOW a company of men, that call themselves Protes* 
tants, committing the same outrages that Roman Ca- 
tholics had done before ;.to start up from the midst of 
slavery to the height of violence and injustice : what 
made these men be at the^ pains to call themselves 
Protestants at this time ? why did they not profess 
any religion since they had none ? certainly for no 
other reason, but because it pleased God that our pres- 
sures were not extreme, and that they looked that the 
Roman Catholic cause could not long stand on foot 
in these kingdoms. Some religion they were used 
to ; or rather, they were used to call themselves by 
some names, and enlist themselves under some fac- 
tion; which they adhered to, because people love to 
gratify the humour of opposing others. There is 
something pleasing in it to carnal minds. Thus, O 
-almighty Lord God, thou punishest each sin with. a 
viper bred out of its own bowels. O that men may 
d5 
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fear thee» and learn to be wise at last! but how few 
find the way of this light! to how few does this 
slender and bright beam dart itself; instead of break- 
ing open our church doors this day» with the first 
dawn of it^ to praise thy stupendous and amazing 
mercy to us» we ran together into herds, we met in 
crowds to arm ourselves, as if there were no way but 
this to keep the enemy from returning back upon us ; 
when it was thou alone, O Lord, who^ without any 
arms of ours, hadst driven them from us. 

^* Ah, Lord ! lay not this sin to our charge; after 
having so long cried unto thee, thou hast graciously 
delivered us; after having lost our churches, thou 
hast now allowed us the free use of them. Thou hast 
driven away our enemies, as it were with a strong 
wind, and the rumour only of a pursuing army last 
. night, though none drew nigh : that thou mightest 
make us see, that our deliverance is from, thee bur 
God, on whom we have waited. What a dream did 
this night seem to us; we found ourselves all in quiet ; 
we could hardly believe that we were delivered. 
We rose up early to see if it could be true that our 
deliverance w^s real. Oh ! pardon us, that we have 
not first visited our churches, the monuments of thy 
mercy, whicd thou hast so graciously continued to us 
during all these troubles, and been so gracious to us 
in them ; and having taken them away so little a 
while, dost now so speedily restore them to us. Oh ! 
pardon us, that we can pass by so great a mercy ! 
that we can meet in councils and in courts, and fill 
the streets with our crowds, and leave these monu- 
ments of thy goodness neglected, as if some en« 
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chanted force kept their doors against us. Oh 
pardon us, good Lord, and let not this sin redound 
upon all of us, whom thou hast delivered. For is 
not this to ' fly on the spoil, and eat the flesh with 
the blood?' (1 Sam. xiv. 32.) When without sane* 
tifying our victory, without paying our homage to thee 
for it, before thy altars, we run so greedily upon en- 
joying the fruits of it ; and that in a tumultuous and 
injurious manner, to those whom thou hast put in our 
power." 

Soon after this, I find him lamenting the decay of 
piety, and prevalency of vice; these were always 
matter of grief and indignation to his mind; but 
chiefly after our great deliverance, when the vilest 
ingratitude was a new aggravation of every sin. 
His sense of these things the following meditation 
will shew; written August 17, 1690. 

" How do I fear that the standard of piety is lost 
in the world, and of that holiness, ^ without which no 
man shall see the Lord !' I know Christ will uphold 
his churchy and the Holy Spirit will be with it in 
every age to the end. And, therefore, even in this 
age, he has his faithful servants. Bu\ I fear they 
are so few, and the number of others so great, that 
either they are not taken notice of in the crowd ; or 
that people are so hardened and blinded, that seeing 
they do not see, and hearing they will not understand ; 
but choose rather to look upon these as men of unne- 
cessary severities, than such as keep up the model of 
the gospel. By this means, we in this generation 
may well be all pigmies in grace, and hardly any of 
us come up ' to the measure of the stature of Jesus 
d6 
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Christ ;* but measuring ourselves by one another, may 
think ourselves proper Christians. Where do we see 
piety practised in all its parts, private, domestic, and 
public ? some fev^, that are much conversant in good 
books, and primitive accounts of things, may have 
an idea of Christianity, beyond what this age could 
give them : but then ho w'easy is it for the corruption of 
the age we live in, to make this be forgotten, or hinder 
it from being brought down to practice ; piety is 
rarely learned wholly by books ; we need continual 
examples, and the conversation of good people^ to 
bring these notions into practice. The reason of this 
seems to be, that piety always decays in the peace of 
the church. A good man, that lives in the continual 
prospect or apprehension of death, is quite another 
thing from the same good man that lives out of this 
prospect. When the whole church, therefore, lives 
continually in this apprehension, (as was the state of 
the primitive church for the first three hundred years 
after Christ) no wonder if it be quite different in the 
measure and exercise of piety from the church at 
other times. It is true, they were not always under 
actual persecution ; but then it must be considered, 
that for some time after God frees men from this 
hard state^ the sense of their former troubles leaves 
a deep impression upon their minds. They had con- 
tracted firm habits of strict and pious hving ; and 
the first freedom that God gave them from their fears, 
did not make them relax any thing of their strictness; 
but only encreased their thankfulness, and more 
cheerful serving him in their former road, till God 
thought fit to bring again their former straits upon 
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them/by a renewed persecution. And so it was for 
a while after God put a final end to their persecu- 
tions, by the Emperor Constantine*s becoming a 
Christian. With what zeal did the Christians flock 
to the public churches, consecrated from heathen 
fanes to temples of the living God, and cover the 
pavements with their prostrate bodies? but by degrees 
this fervour decayed ; lukewarmness and worldliness 
crept into the church, and has been ^ver since striking 
its roots deep into it, to this very day ; the whole 
Christian Church having never since suffered any 
general persecution. It has pleased God sometimes 
to afflict particular churches, and rouse them up ; but 
this has been so little general, that we may well fear 
that the spirit of religion is almost decayed in the 
world : and as nothing but a great persecution, in hu* 
man appearance, can awaken it, so in the mean time 
we know not where to look for it ; but have reason to 
fear, that if we think it enough for us to be as good 
as our neighbours, we shall come short at last of the 
kingdom of heaven. Alas ! it is the easiest thing 
that can be, to go to heaven according to the notion 
of the men of the world now. At their rate who will 
be damned ? but surely there must be two heavens at 
great distance the one from the other: one for the su- 
perficial Christians of this age, and another for the 
■pious and painful, the mortified and religiously strict 
Christians of old ; or else these superficial Christians 
C€m go to no heaven at all.*' 

To both these I shall add a prayer of his upon his 
birth-day, November 14, 1690; and though only part 
^{ it falls in with what went before, yet no doubt the 
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pious reader will be sufficiently pleased with the 
whole. 

" O most high and glorious Lord God ! who hast 
made me and given me such great capacities, eyen to 
be able to love thee : I was nothing when thou wert 
pleased to gire me a being, and am nothing yet, but 
what thou shalt be pleased to make me. Thou or- 
derest and disposest of me with the tenderness of a 
father, and with infinite wisdom : sometimes thou hast 
vouchsafed me leisure, and the quiet enjoyment of 
thyself; at other times, thou hast filled me with hurry 
and business, and with cares, if not so much hurrying, 
yet more distracting than either. Sometimes thou 
hast granted me health, a cheerful temper, and the 
sense of thy love ; at other times thou hast left me 
no more than the bare remembrance of these enjoy- 
ments, to carry on my soul in the unreUshing dis- 
charge of my duties. But as thy wisdom produces 
strong trees from tender plants, by bringing them 
through the vicissitudes of day and night, of summer 
and winter, and leaving them sometimes stript of aU 
their leaves in the very shadow of their death, making 
these changes the necessary means of their growth 
and soUdness ; so thou hast instructed me hereby, not 
to 'wonder at thy appointing such changes to my 
soul : but in them all, to bless and adore thee, and to 
make it my business, in whatever state I am, to eot^ 
deavour to go on to serve thee. When last I began 
my yearly collections of this sort, thou hadst shut 
me up, and thy servants, in this place, in distress and 
terrors : we are now,' by thy mercy, freed from dangers, 
yet involved in new troubles : delivered from judg- 
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ments; yet oppressed with old sins. Good God ! 
what will become of us ? why should we be stricken 
any more ? we will revolt more and more. Surely thy 
exterminating sentence will next go out against us, 
and make us cease to be a people^ since we will not 
cease to be a wicked one. 

"But, O most gracious governor and guide of my 
whole life, shut not up my soul with those who will 
not be reformed : enable me to reform inyself, and 
then vouchsafe to make use of me for thy glory, in 
the way thy wisdom has ordained for me : O thou, who 
hast known me before I was, and made me what I 
am. Amen." 

These apprehensions of the decay of ftesoUes again 
piety, stirred up anew in Mr. Bonnell's to quit his em- 
mind, his former desires of betaking him- 
self entirely to the service of God, and quitting all 
secular business. In order to this, he entered into a 
finn resolution of parting with his employment, so 
soon as he could find one upon whom, with an easy 
mind, he might devolve so great a trust ; and in a 
little time he actually agreed with a gentleman of 
sufficient abilities for it. But that gentleman*s de- 
lays first, and afterwards his resolutions of living con^ 
stantly in England, kept Mr. Bonnell much longer 
engaged in his employment, than he could possibly 
have expected. But at last he was freed from it by 
a new agreement which he made with the gentleman 
who now enjoys it, but even so, much time was 
spent before he could be settled in it. 

While this tedious affair was transact- ^, 
ing, Mr. Bonnell changed his condition of 

10 
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life, and entered into a married state, which he did 
in the latter end of the year 1693. The person he 
made choice of was Jane Conyngham, a daughter to 
Sir Albert Conyngham ; a gentleman very well known 
in this kingdom, for his firm adherence to the Royal 
Family during the civil wars ; in whose cause he often 
exposed his life to the greatest dangers ; and for bis 
bravery and conduct in the late war, commanding a 
regiment of dragoons, and at last dying in the service* 
Mr. Bonnell had some years before entered into a 
strict friendship with this gentlewoman. He believed 
her temper and manner of life very well suited to his 
own, and that she had those qualities which he chiefly 
desired in a wife. And as this was an a£fair of the 
greatest moment to him of any in this world ; so I 
have those materials in my hands, which shew, that 
with all imaginable constancy and ardour, he begged 
Ood's direction in his resolution and choice, that every 
thought of his mind, and every step he should make, 
might be over-ruled by his providence, that provi^ 
dence to whose conduct and disposal he had long 
before resigned up himself and all his concerns ; and 
whose motions he was fully determined, without the 
least reluctancy, to follow. 

He had at all times different thoughts of the hap- 
piness of a married state from the generality of men^ 
who are governed more by violent and disorderly pas* 
sions, than by reason and religion. The following 
meditation is a sufficient proof of this, written by him 
in the 26th year of his age, and which he entitles 
The Wish, or an Idea of Marriage. 

'' Maniage is the representative of the most sacred 
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union between Christ and his church ; Christ who 
left his blessed Father to become married to mankind^ 
and espouse a whole church for a wife. Until this 
was instituted, man was but half made and imperfect; 
* For this shall a man leave his father and mother/ 
saith God himself. 

" For this^ first let me serve a sufficient time of 
courtship, but let it be sweetened with the convert 
sation of the person I love ; and if there be opposition 
of others to struggle with, it will but render the con-^ 
versation the more savoury, and afford matter for en« 
tertainment and discourse, and likewise many times 
for divertis^ment ; at leafit it will the more endear 
under a common su£Pering. Next, upon marriage, let 
us immediately remove from the mixt company in 
whicii hitherto we have lived, to enjoy each other 
in a more solitary retirement, where all things about 
us are^ our own, and to be^ our own care : and here, 
let us be sufficient company to each other, as Adam 
was to Eve in Paradise. Here let me in my family 
be the priest of the most high God, and let his praises 
be always in my mouth. And when God gives a 
child that can begin to talk, let it be both my wife's 
concern and mine, with equal zeal, and equal natu-* 
ralness, to make the works of God the constant mat- 
ter of our discourse, and instruction to our child. As 
others talk to their child of a grandmother, an aunt» 
or the vanities of the world ; let us talk to ours of its 
Maker and our Father, God ; and of the place whi- 
ther we hope to go. Heaven, and of the company we 
shall h^ve there, the blessed angels. Let me, there* 
fore, have a wife of a natural, free^ ingenuous^ and 
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BoUe pietyi which shall not consist in phrases^ and 
tone, and melancholy, and censure ; but in vigorooft 
«ea), uprightness, and integrity, and faithfulness of 
heart to God ; a clear, cheerful, unaffected dispositton, 
ifith a most ardent and bold love to God. So that 
we may not converse of God because it is our duty, 
but because our hearts are full of him, and we are 
used to it, so that we shall do it before we are aware. 
Then shall we sleep and awake with him, walk and 
sit in his presence, and live the life of angels upon 
earth. Nor shall it be in the power of the wicked 
one to inject peevishness, or quarrels, or displeasures, 
as being out of humour, the effects of folly and im^ 
piety, but we shall ever be one in the Lord* The 
Lord, if any, grant me such a companion." 

He continued in a married state five years and five 
mcmths; but the latter part of that time, it pleased 
God to allow him but little health ; the last y jear ee* 
pecially, when his disorders returned more freqj^ently, 
and with greater violence than before. ThoseSbodily 
distempers shocked his resolutions of entering^ into 
holy orders, at least thus far, that if he should take 
that sacred character upon him, he would apply hitn* 
self to the duties of it so far as he was able, but with* 
out undertaking a parochial cure : for thus I find him 
expressing himself some years before his death : ** If 
my want of health should hinder me from taking a 
cure, which I very much apprehend, I could con- 
tentedly spend my time in the most profitable manner 
I was capable of, for the good of the church, parti** 
cularly in devotional things, which -seem to be 
my talent, and in which, without much more study, 
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I might hope to succeed/' And such high thonghts 
had he, of the extent and difficulty of the pastoral 
duty, that he esteemed his frequent returns of sick- 
ness equivalent to a declaration of Providence, that 
he was not designed for the more laborious perform- 
ances of it, though the bent of his desires was con* 
tinually that way. 

But even these desires were at last in- 
terrupted, by that fatal sickness which HistickneM 
brought him to his end. For m Apnl 1 099, 
he was seized with a malignant fever, which about 
that time raged very much in Dublin; by it, his 
head was so much affected, that he had not a con- 
stant command of his thoughts, nor that undisturbed 
exercise of his faculties, which all men desire in 
those extremities. For some days of his sickness, his 
reason was clear, and to the last, he had frequent in* 
tervals of perfect understanding. And then it is im- 
possible to conceive one in the greatest pain and an- 
guish, more submissive, more patient, more resigned 
to the will of God : then prayers and praises were his 
only language, or calling upon others to pray for him. 
But no murmur, no complaint came out of his mouth. 
And though, no doubt, he had all the comforts of a 
good conscience, and powerful supports from Ood, 
in that great conflict of nature ; yet he expressed him- 
self with all that humility and awful conceri^ which 
becomes a sinner, when he reflected upon that pure 
and holy God, at whose bar he was soon to be tried. 
" Now,'' says he, ** must I stand or fall before my 
great Judge.*' And when it was answered, that no 
doubt he would stand firm before him, through the 
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merits of our crucified Saviour : his reply shews upon 
what a firm foundation he built his dependance and 
hopes : ** It is in that/'8a3{S he, " I trust; he knows 
it is in that I trust.*' And his last moments of rea- 
son were spent in those heavenly exercises, wherein 
every good man would desire to breathe out his soul ; 
and which, to him, no doubt, were the happy begin- 
nings of endless praises above.' He died the twenty- 
eighth day of April, 1699, in the forty-sixth year of 
his age ; and his body lies interred in St. John's church 
in Dublin. Of three children, (two sons and a 
daughter) wherewith God had blessed him, the daugh* 
ter only survived him. And he left behind him a 
truly afflicted widow, who, I am persuaded, will per* 
severe to shew the world, how justly she prized his 
excellent qualities and tender love; and who has 
spared no pains to get his life and character pub- 
lished, that so some justice may be done to his me- 
mory, and the world benefited by his example. 
And even that child which did survive him, has since 
followed her father, after having lived so long as to 
shew that she inherited his virtues, the sweetness of 
his temper, his devoutness and patience; so that 
had it pleased God to continue her in the world, 
she promised to have been a very shining example 
of piety and goodness. And indeed, both from what 
I saw in her myself, and from the informations of 
others, upon which I entirely depend, I have been 
strongly inclined to mention some of her particular 
sayings and actions, and to give instances of her 
piety and patience at four, five, and six years old. 
But they are so extraordinary that I choose to sup* 
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press them, becaDse they would hardly obtain belief. 
I shall only observe from what Iknew of that child, 
that parents do not begin time enough to form their 
children's minds to religion. Sin gets the first pos- 
session of their hearts, ^and they are taught lying and 
vanity much sooner than to love God, or pray to him. 
Whereas, if the same early care was used with the 
generality of children, as was taken with her, to give 
them such apprehensions of God, of sin, of truth, of 
heaven and hell, as they are capable of, though the 
success would not in many be equal to what it was in 
her, few having such natural dispositions to goodness 
as appeared in her, yet would it be such, as would go 
a great way in reforming the world, and making the 
next generation good and virtuous. 
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PART II. 



Having thus gone through the most remarkable 
passages of Mr. BonnelFs life, and withal given the 
reader some general view of his piety and virtue ; I 
shall now enter upon that part of this work, for the 
sake of which the rest was put together, and without 
which tbe world is not much concerned to know his 
story, and that is, particularly to describe his charac- 
ter and excellences : to recommend him as a pattern 
worthy our imitation, in all the duties of the Chris* 
tian life ; and to shew from him, how beautiful Chris- 
tianity is, when reduced to practice ; when it becomes 
a rule of life and manners ; and not, as it is with most 
men, confined to the thoughts, and made an unac- 
tive notion of the mind. 

His penon, As to his person, he was tall, well-shaped, 
S^piish? and fair. His aspect was comely, and 
ment8. shewed great sweetness, mixed with life 

and sprightliness. There was a venerable gravity in 
his look, a natural modesty, and sincere openness. 
But in tbe house of God his countenance had 
something in it that looked heavenly and seraphical ;^ 
an undissembled piety ; a devoutness that never can 
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be imitated nor acted, when it does not reside in the 
]ieart; and appeared alwa3rB easy and unforced. 
His natural and acquired seriousness was tempered 
with a very engaging cheerfulness in conversation. 

He was master of the accomplishing, as well as 
necessary parts of learning ; had thoroughly digested 
the Greek and Roman authors, understood the French 
language perfectly well| and had made good progress 
in the Hebrew. In philosophy and oratory he ex- 
ceeded most of his contemporaries in the University ; 
and applied himself with good success to mathema- 
tics and music. In the course of his studies he read 
several of the Fathers ; and among his private papers, 
I find some parts of the Greek Fathers, particularly 
Synesius, translated by him into English. He had 
a delicacy of thought and expression that is very 
rarely to be met with ; so that there was a particular 
beauty and Adixhe in any thing that he composed, 
especially upon pious subjects. He had a nice taste 
both in men and books, and was very conversant in 
our best English divines: but he particularly ad- 
mired Hooker; whom he used to commend, as an 
author who writ with a primitive spirit, but modem 
judgment and correctness. AH books of devotion he 
read with a very sensible pleasure, but was particu- 
larly fond of two authors, Kempis and Sales, and has 
left behind him a correct translation of ** The Intro- 
duction to a Devout Life," written by the latter. But 
the Holy Scriptures were his constant and daily 
study; he read them, he thought them, nay, he 
prayed them over too; abundance of his meditations 
taking their rise from those passages of Scripture h^ 
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then read. Few understood, or practised better, tnt? 
arts of gentle conversation; and none more indus^ 
triously avoided all discourse that looked affected 
and vain, or any way seemed to aim at raising his 
own value. He seldom talked with any, but (with- 
out designing it) he gained upon them, and had a 
particular art of obliging. His abilities for business 
are very well known to all the officers of the re- 
venue, and many others, who had the experience of 
them besides : and those who were obliged to attend 
him, were so treated by him, as if it had been his 
duty to wait on them : it being his great study to 
give every one ease and dispatch ; and none knew 
what delays or difficulties meant where he was con- 
cerned, or had power to remove them. 

But these are things of a lower nature, (though 
very excellent in themselves) when compared with 
his piety towards God, his justice and charity to man, 
his sobriety and temperance with respect to himself: 
I shall, therefore, in the prosecution of this work, 
consider Mr. Bonnell as a Christian ; and give the 
justest account I can, from such materials as I have 
before me, of his discharging the several duties we 
owe to God, our neighbour, and ourselves. 

The love of God, the first and greatest 
Q^^^^ *^ duty of the law, was what he earnestly en- 
deavoured to excite and confirm in his soul. 
His papers are full of excellent meditations, to en* 
gage us to love God, with all our faculties and 
powers : and penitential complaints of his love fall- 
ing so short, both of his duty and desires. And he 
took the true way to kindle this heavenly flame of 
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divine love in his heart, even by frequently contem- 
plating those attributes of God which are aptest to 
command our love ; his infinite goodness, and unli- 
mited bounty ; his paternal care, and watchful pro- 
vidence ; but chiefly that stupendous instance of his 
love, the redemption of the world by the death and 
passion of his Son. 

He had great and noble thoughts of Christianity, 
and never reflected on the wonderful compassion of 
God in sending his Son to die for us without the 
strongest emotions of love, and thankfulness, and 
wonder. The love of Christ was the subject of his 
daily thoughts ; it filled his heart, and employed his 
pen. And his private meditations upon the asto- 
nishing love of our Redeemer, do shew of what spi- 
rit he was that composed them ; a spirit truly affected 
with that infinite love, all over humility and grati- 
tude, and overflowing with love, acknowledgements, 
and praise. 

I shall here insert a few of these meditations, by 
which the reader may judge of the rest. 

" Can my soul," says he, in one place. Meditations 
'* ever think enough, O my God, of the to excite our 
wonders of thy love, in all that thou hast ^'^^ *° ^ ' 
done for thy creatures ! that the Majesty of Heaven, 
and the whole incomprehensible Trinity, should be 
concerned and engaged for our redemption, when one 
word of thine, O my God, might have made infinitely 
more creatures than all the sons of men ! By this 
the holy angels know, and wonder at the unaccount- 
able methods of thy proceeding: one while looking 
with adoration and amazement on thee, our common 

£ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 THB £K£MPLAItY LIPE OF 

Creator and Lord ; and another while» on us men, to 
see. whether we ai*e not affected with the like adora- 
tion and wonder, who are so deeply concerned in it. 
^ Can ye, O mortals/ say they, * be patient to let our 
God do all this for you, and take no notice of it ; as 
if it were your due, and not the wonder of beav^i! 
Did you knowt O mortals, did you know what our 
God is, that does these things for you ; did you know 
him, as we know him, you would shrink back at the 
thoughts of it, and your souls would be overpowered 
with confusion. O too stupid men ! too highly 
favoured, and too little sensible of it; were it not 
that some few souls among you have burning and 
reverend thoughts of this astonishing cond^cension, 
surely we should sue to the majesty of our God, to 
have leave to make you examples of vengeance, for 
your brutish ingratitude. But, O ye tender souls, 
who honour, who adore our God, and partake of the 
effects of his wonderful clemency and love; since it 
has pleased him so to proceed, so to condescend, we 
envy you not this extraordinary effect of his grace, 
this miraculous mystery of his goodness and un- 
searchable wisdom, which we ourselves desire to look 
into and adore, not yet being able to comprehend it, 
till the consummation of all things ; but know withal 
that ye can never do it enough. O then awaken 
your souls, and think that time sadly lost, (to inge- 
• nuous and grateful spirits) in which you have not 
a continued sense of this before you; that God, 
when with one word he might have created beings 
more numerous and glorious than you shall ever be, 
yet hath chosen thus to deal with you, with l^uch 
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wcmderftil cemdeseension, and miraculous methods of 
love and mercy/ 

"Yes, O my Father! O my God, I will conti- 
nually contemplate and adore thy boundless love: 
and though we cannot fathom the reason of this thy 
choice, yet we cannot but see, that thou didst design 
hereby to make us creatures of love. For even in 
thk dark vail, where our capacities are so narrow, 
ftnd our conceptions so imperfect and weak ; we can- 
npt but iseei that this wonderful method that thou 
hast taken, constrains us to love thee. For this thou 
ha$t desh-ed to have us, (and desired it so earnestly, 
as not to think much, to pay thy precious blood to 
thy Father's justice for our ransom,) that thou mightcst 
love us, and we might love and adore thee for ever. 
Where now is our soul, that we run not hastily to 
meet this thy love ; and prostrate ourselves humbly 
before it ! Shall the Son of God desire us for his 
love, and thai; at so dear a rate (lo shew us the 
earnestness of his- desiring it ;) arid shall we ourselves 
be^so backward, to be at the pains to be made worthy 
of it ! so heavy, as not to conceive more highly of it I 
so dull, as not to desire it more, and delidit in the 
thoughts of it. Ah ! most gracious Savimif , shed 
abroad thy love in our heaits ; and if we cannot Wve 
thee as we ought, let us at least delight in the 
thoughts of thy love to us, and thy so earnestly de- 
siring tor have us for thy love. Amen." 

The following meditation, composed at another 
time, will properly succeed the former^ a« bteathing 
the same spirit. « 

"Ah Lord Jesu ! though thy servants, who enjoy 
e2 
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thy lore, rejoice in it, and praise thee for it; yet 
surely, even they who want it know how to prize it. 
Happy souls that breathe thy love, and live in the 
free air of it ! Is it nothing for poor man to have 
leave to love the Son of God ! nothing: for a creature 
to have leave to love its Creator and Redeemer! 
That ever it should be permitted to such as we are, 
to love thee! and yet it is; so condescendingly 
gracious art thou. But ah ! miserable state of infirm 
nature, that we should know what it is thus to love 
thee, and yet sometimes be without this love! ah 
that we might be contented to be without our food, 
our clothes, our health, and even the necessaries of 
life, and all that is dear to us in this world, rather 
than be without thy love ! but thy love consists not 
in fond expressions and endearments of words, but 
in a heart truly devoted to thy service, and to the 
love of thy will, and of thy servants. I believe 
it. Lord ; yet why should not all that is tender in 
our souls, be sacred to thee also ? Why hast thou 
given us such tender passions, if thou shouldest not 
be the prime object of them? O my Qod, since my 
soul will be acting, vouchsafe to be the centre of it. 
What cAifort is it to me in life, to have a soul, to 
have passions, to have any thing that is good, or fit 
for an offering to thee; and yet any of them be di- 
verted from thee ! Lord, thou hast made me capa- 
ble of loving thee ; and I value neither my being, nor 
my faculties, nor any thing I have, but that I might 
attain to the happiness of loving thee. Thou art 
ever mindful of me, and continually interceding for 
mti I am ashamed to live without loving thee: I 
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beg that I may be faithful to thy service ; but I beg 
also^ that I may be grateful to thy goodness, and 
love thee with all my power. By all that is dear« 
by all that is tender, by all that is set out to us iii thy 
whole Scripture/ as the language of thy passionate 
soul ; I implore that I may be permitted to love thee, 
better than at any time hitherto I have done ; that 
I may live in thy love, and breathe it while I breathe 
in life. I am ashamed, O my God, to beg this pri- 
vilege, yet ashamed to be without it. Let thy good- 
ness pi*event my desires, and fill my soul with what it 
humbly pants after." 

The following meditation is upon the same subject. 

" O Almighty Father, how couldest thou be willing 
that the Son of thy love, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
should in the flesh, which he took upon him of the 
blessed Virgin, bear part with us in those miseries 
which sin had brought upon us ! he, who was so 
perfectly innocent, that the angels were not so free 
from sin as he! how couldest thou be willing to be 
estranged, as it were, from him so long! Did not thy 
bowels yearn (for thou allowest us to conceive of 
thee, as of a most tender parent) to think of those 
pains of body, that anguish of mind, those terrors of 
soul, which he should undergo for our sakes ; how 
couldest thou not but check his too tender compassion, 
when he offered himself to do all this for us ! how 
leonldest thou not but say, O Son, thou art too fond 
of thy creatures ! It is true, they are thy creatures, 
and made more peculiarly after thy image ; yet they 
deserve not such pains, such condescension and suf- 
ferings from thee. On the contrary, O our most 
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gre^cious God^ thou hast 60 lovdd us« as tb give thy 
Son for us; so loyed us, as to loTe him fbr his 
excess of love, aud pity, and goodness towards as. 
All tbat is God conspired in this adorable mystery of 
love to man. When thou^ O Father ! couldest pa«- 
tiently see the innocent Jesus tormented for oar 
sakes : when thou, O Lord of glory, in thy humail 
nature^ couldest bear a part with us in the saddest 
effects of sin, and all because thou didst love us, and 
to bring us to love thee ; that thereby thou migfatest 
raise «^ to the highest degree of glory, which in*- 
finite love could contrive^ for those whom it intended 
to honour : when thou hast thus loved us^ iufiered 
and died for us ; what shall we say, what shall we 
think of this thy love ? what shall we think of onr- 
selves> for whom all this is done ? what of thy wtatfa^ 
which we hereby avoid? O boundless oceaa of 
overflowing love ! let the sense of it ever fill our souls, 
that we may adore it according to its unmeasurable 
greatness* May all the humble praise that creatures 
can pay, be the constant tribute of our souls, to this 
thy love. May all thftt is our soul, and all that is 
our body, even to every atom, be full with zeal to 
praise thy goodness. And when we fihd ourselves 
too weak to express our full sense of thy love, may 
we call upon, and join with angdb, and archangels, 
and all the company of heaven, to laud and magnify 
thy glorious name. Amen/' 

In another place is the ensuing meditation upon 
those words of the apostle. 1 Pet i. 8. ^^ Whom 
having not seen ye love.'' 

" Blessed Lord, can I hear of any thing generooaly 
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or bravely done, by such y/hovBL thou hast endued 
with celestial or human virtues, and not be moved ta 
love the person who iicted th^n^ especially if. sudi a 
one be the deliverer of his .country, and by wiiom, I 
myiselfi or oth^ra.at this day^ reap signal benefits! 
Who can read of Da.vid!8 act against Goliath, and not 
have their bouIs knit to. him, as well aa. Jonathan who 
did see him? And. if he.were aoy where stilL alive^ 
and might be seen, who would not be desirous to 
pay him honour, respect, and. love? — Lord, thoa 
livesti who hast done so great things for ua ; whQ can 
but love what thou hast done? who can but love tbo 
meekness and goodness wherewith thou hast done 
them? who can but love, honour^ and esteem thee^K 
whd hast done them ? when we behold thee in the 
agony of love and fear ; fear detening thee, and love 
engiging thee to suffer ; when we behold thee speak-* 
ing such words of love and tenderness as never.maa 
fifoke to his dearest friend ; are we mad^le, Lord» are 
^»fi harder than flint? Do we change. our natun^^ 
ajad become otherwise to thee than we are to all th^ 
world besides ? O let us at least equal thee with thy 
creatures, and ^ having not seen, let us love thee/ 
But let us love thee as becomeathe nobleness of the 
object, and long, O gracious Jesu, to pay our homage 
to tixy preiaence, whom absent we adore. Amen/* 

The comparison betwixt the lova of Christ and hi 
servants, with the love of David and J<;>nathan4 he 
elsewhere pursues in the following manner^ 

''We cannot read the story of the loves of Jona- 
than and David, without being affected with it^ 
and why ? but because of the earthly grandeur there 
e4 
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is in it; a GoIiath« defeated, a robe and belt, a royed 
table, the jealousy of a king ; all which men are 
naturally apt to revere; these add grandeur^ and 
grandeur affectingness to the story^ 

" Awaken thy mind, my soul open thy eyes : be* 
hold a greater love than both theirs is here ; get up 
above the round level of this world ; raise up thy 
head awhile, and see as angels see, and think as 
angels think : those things that are highly esteemed 
among men^ are low in the sight of God. Here is the 
true grandeur, here is that which affects the minds of 
angels. The only Son of God on the one side, and 
the princes of his kingdom on the other. Here they 
seem mean and contemptiUe ; but to those blessed 
spirits, who know the rank reserved for them in hea- 
ven, and the vacant thrones belonging to each of 
them, Jhey appear with true grcatnessk The tokens 
of this love are jewels of immortal stamp^ not an 
earthly robe, that fits loose on him that gives it, but 
the very body and blood of the giver. The acts of 
this love are, an effectual reconcilement of his friends 
to God the Father, though with the expence of his 
glory and life. And on both sides this act is mutual, 
of sacrificing all they had, and life itself, for each 
other. The expressions of this love are the most 
solidly endearing, the most substantially tender, 
without extravagance, fondness, or pomp : not with 
strained appellations, but in the natural terms of chil- 
dren and friends: * As the father hath loved me, so 
have I loved you ; let not your heart be troubled : 
be of good cheer. My peace I leave with you. I 
will see you again/ The circumstances of this love« 
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are his glorious resurrection, ivith the ministration of 
angels, opening the prison gates, and his triumphal 
ascension with the whole quire of angels attending ; 
promising at the same time to be mindful of his poor 
(but great) friends, whom he left here behind, in the 
midst of his and their enemies. Nor was he unmind- 
ful of them afterwards, like Pharaoh's butler : but 
when his martyr Stephen was overborne by the violence 
of his persecutors, he caused the heavens to open, to 
shew to this his beloved friend, that he beheld him in 
his conflict, and would immediately bring him to his 
own glory. Had he by angels taken him straight up 
to himself from the midst of their consistory, the 
scene would not have been greater to those heavenly 
' spectators, than as he was pleased to manage it : for 
as we laugh at the rage which our enemies express 
against the dead bodies of our friends, so do the 
angels in heaven, at tlte rage of men against our 
living bodies here, being only a lump of clay and 
corruption, which must be sowed before it can be 
quickened, and put off mortality before it can be in- 
vested with glory. 

'^ O poor-sighted mortals ; that this scene does not 
appear to you with that grandeur as the loves of 
earthly princes, when to the blessed inhabitants of 
the other world it appears so heroic, and fills their 
thoughts with more affecting joy and wonder than 
all the earthly pomp * could do ours : this noble 
scene of love, between our blessed Lord and his ser- 
vants, from his first quitting his glory for their sakes, 
to the last act of love that shall appear oii this 
earthly stage at the final consummation of all things. 

£ 5 
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How divinely great will these otdries appear in the 
annals of eternity, to entertain that blessed society 
with, through never-ending days of bliss !" 

I shall add but one naeditation more upk>n his love 
to God ; and that has a particular relation to God's 
laws and commandments ; by which, with what goes 
before, the reader may judge of the sincerity and 
fervency of this his divine love, especially with re^ 
spect to the adorable mystery of our r^emption, 
Psal. cxix. 127, '* I love thy commandments above 
gold and precious stones." 

" The commandments of God are the rule of our 
life; the revdation of the holy will of God, the 
means of perfecting our nature, and making us ever 
happy. So passionately did David love them^ that 
he had rather all the jewels of his crown should be 
lost, than one of them taken away. (Not one of 
them are to be spared, they are all adorable, all to be 
beloved.) Who would be content to lose one of his 
members, though not essential to his life? but the 
commandments of God are links of the chain of 
eternity, as much worth as heaven and immortality ; 
who can but love that which is holy, just, and good ? 
What true servant of God can but love every decla* 
ration of the will of his heavenly Father? Is it not 
condescension enough to captivate our hearts, that 
the Almighty should reveal his will to us t better hea- 
ven and earth should pass away, than one tittle of the 
law of God should be withdrawn. I love then 
every commandment of my God, even that which 
most contradicts my sinful and natural inclinations; 
and would not wish it to be taken out of the number. 
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fot a thousand worlds* For I know the will of my 
God is holy, (his will is our sanctification) and I can-^ 
not be happy without being like him ; nor can I be 
like him that is holy, k* any part of this his law 
should be withdrawn. O Almighty God, give unto 
ns the increase of thy grace ; and that we may ob- 
tain that which thou dost promise^ make us to love 
that which thou dost command, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen/' 

Thus did Mr. Bonnell love God with „. , .,., 

His humility. 

all his heart and soul ; and upk)n this 
foundation were all the other graces of Christianity 
strongly built : but none took earlier and deeper root 
in his soul tlian humility : that virtue, so peculiar to 
Christianity, so becoming a creature and a sinner. 
How soon this grace took possession of his hearty 
a]^ears from the account already given of his early 
piety; particulariy his care to conceal his keeping 
faating-days at the University: and afterwards in- 
creased and improved with his life ; it being his con* 
stant study and prayer, to be like him whom he so 
deiurly loved ; and be lowly in heart as our Redeemer 
was. 

None could more industriously avoid all approaches 
to pride or vain glory; or whenever he was sur<» 
prised into a secret complacency at esteem and praise, 
could be more humbled before God for it, and more 
bitterly bewail it. He always aggravated the fault 
in himself, represented it in its blackest dress, and was 
his own severest accuser. His private papers are 
full of arguments against pride, meditations upon the 
deformity of that sin, and devout prayers to be pro-- 
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tected from its assaults. Some of these I shall in« 
sert here^ both to shew us how truly humble he wa&, 
and to engage us to folbw his example. 

" My yoke is easy, and my burthen light/' Matt, 
xi. 30. 

His i»editation» " ^^l^st thou, O blcssed Lord, feel so 
iipon humility, many inconyemences, and endure such 
contradiction of sinners ? didst thou come from hea- 
ven, to be a man of pain and sorrows ? to be despised 
among thy friends, slandered and blasphemed by thy 
enemies, and not to have where to lay thy head ? 
-wert thou opposed in all thy endeavours to do good» 
and ill requited for many of thy mercies ? couldest 
thou hear thyself called a friend of publicans and 
sinners, a glutton and wine-bibber, and a confederate 
with Beelzebub the prince of the devils ? And yet 
couldst thou say, ' My yoke is easy and my .burden 
is light.'. O what love was that to man, which made 
such great troubles and miseries seem light and easy ! 
should it be said, how can this be ? thou thyself givest 
us the reason ; ' For I am meek and lowly in heart;:' 
and it is this, in the midst of all troubles, that pro- 
cures ' rest to my soul.' So then to be clothed witk 
humility, is so far from being a burthen, that like our 
usual garments, it serves to defend us from the.inju* 
ries of the air and weather ; from piercing cold and 
scorching heat ; from the cold of disdain and want, 
and the heat of injuries and persecutions. 

*' Hear then, O my soul, the charming language 
of thy kind Saviour ! put on the clothes that he wore, 
humility and meekness ; in which he found so much 
ease, and which will bring so much rest to thee. And 
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grant, O my dear Saviour, that I may groan to be 
clothed upon with thy robes ; and out of love to thee, 
inay think that work easy; which^ by making me like 
thee, (in humility and meekness) will make all other 
things easy to me, and bring true and eternal rest to 
my soul. Amen." 

. To the same purpose does he argue with himself in 
another place^ as follows : 

. ** Lord, thou invitest me to come unto thee for ease; 
but is it not by becoming lowly in heart, as thou wert ? 
but what means lowly in heart? surely there is a low- 
liness that is not in heart ; an affected shew of hu*^ 
mility before men, while pride may yet reign within. 
Outward fawning, affected complaisance, or submis- 
siveness, is not that lowliness of heart which will give 
us ease ; while at the same time, we may grow impa* 
tient at an affront, and not be able to bear an outrage. 
If our heart boil within us at an injury, and be put 
into a tumult by a slight or disrespect, it is plain that 
we have not ease, and consequently, have not learned 
to be lowly in heart. 

" We find three correspondent expressions used by 
our blessed Saviour : ' Poor in heart, pure in heart, 
and lowly in heart.' All which must refer to the in- 
ward sentiments and affections of our minds, in oppo^ 
sition to the usual acceptation of these words : poor^ 
pure, and lowly, when applied to outward things : and 
that in which they all seem to agree, is desire. Thus 
he is poor in hearty who desires not riches, whether 
he hath them or not ; he is pure in hearty who desires 
not sensual pleasure, whether he is capable of it or 
not ; and he is lowly in heart, who desires not honour. 
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whether he hath it or not: and these desires alt pco^ 
oeed from this principle^ that we so value unseen 
things^ the things of Ood, and heairen, and etemit]^* 
as not to desire wealth, nor be troubled at the disre- 
spect of men; and to dread that pleasure, which should 
make us unworthy of pleasure in the fietvour of God. 
**That, therefore, which makes us lowly in heart, is 
conyersing with another world ; for that renders as 
incapable of being proud of any thing that men can 
do to us. What cares a truly learned man, to be 
thought learned by peasants? they will think the 
same of one who has no other learning but hard words ; 
nay, perhaps, will think such a one more learned than 
he that is truly so. What cares that happy soul, 
whose conversation is in heaven, for the judgment of 
the men of this world ? they value me, says he, for 
my outward figure, beauty, riches, wit, accomplish* 
ments, that is, for trifles ; these things do not make 
me valuable ; it is real goodness does that, in respect 
of that world which only is of value : and Qod only 
is judge of this, because it lies in the heart : men of 
this world are no more judges of it, than peasants are 
of learning. If they think well of me, it is but by 
accident ; a mere chance; they guess at it, and may 
as well guess wrong as right; and shall I think mysetf 
taore vsduable for their guessing ? if I am good, I am 
indeed more valuable for being so, not for their think^- 
ing me so. But if thou, my God, dost not think me 
so, woe be to me ; their judgment will do me little 
service." 

In another place, I find the following prayer: 

'^ Lord, it is not enough that thou givest me leave 
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to think of thee ; give me a heart also, to think humbly 
of myself: it is not enough that thou openest me a 
glade to look towards thee ; O shut up the world on 
each side also from my eyes. For the remembrance 
of having thought on thee will not yield me pleasure^ 
if I cannot think on thee, without being moved to 
consider what the world will think of me. If thou 
givest me leave to think on thee, O let me gain this 
by it, — to know myself to be nothing, and the world 
worse than nothing. And, O Lord ! O gracious 
Goodness, heal my soul, and change the evil affections 
that are there ; and then shall I neither think of the 
world, nor of myself, but of Thee, who art the only 
centre and happiness of my soul. Amen." 

It is probable that some commendations which he 
met with for his piety, gave occasion to the following 
prayer : 

" When, O when shall it be, gracious Lord, that I 
shall be content with thy judgment of me, without 
looking farther, or considering what others think of 
me? St. Anthony used to hear the deVil often crying 
out, * Make way for the servant of the Lord : behold 
the beloved of God :' or such like. In his solitude, 
the devil discovered himself more plainly to him than 
he does to us, whose thoughts are involved in the 
multiplicity of worldly matters : yet we may be sure 
the devil is in all such sounds, come they from the 
mouths of never so good persons ; we may well have 
leave to say, ' Get thee behind me, Satan.' O make 
me watchful and careful of myself, that I be not cir- 
cumvented by his deceits, and the fraud and treachery 
of my own sinful heart. Amen." 
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And how his prayers for humility were answered, 
and what a happy progress he made in that heavenly 
virtue, the following meditation will shew. 

" To administer arsenic, is no injury to a man that 
has made poison his diet. A little disrespect is no 
injury to me, who love my own abjection ; who can, 
God be blessed, bear a great many slights and af- 
fronts, nay, and delight in them too : but how or on 
what ground is it that a man can love his own ab- 
jection ? it is because I believe these slights and af- 
fronts are sent on purpose by God, for the good of my 
soul : I take them as tokens of his love, and, therefore, 
I love them. Should he encrease my estate, or cause 
great presents and honours to be given me, I should 
not so heartily delight in them, because I should not 
so surely know, that they were sent out of love, and 
for the good of my soul. But all things that cause 
my abjection, I am sure, are so ; having a natural 
tendency to this end, namely, the bettering my mind. 
I immediately find that they take my heart off from 
the world, that they abate my pride, (which is a tick- 
ling pain) and introduce a due esteem of myself, and 
that humility, in which consists the safety of my soul, 
and by consequence, the joy of my life.'* 

Thus did he conquer pride and vanity in himself; 
and no man seems to have been better acquainted 
with the remedies that are most proper for that out- 
rageous distemper, which some of his advices will 
sufficiently make appear. 

*' If you are subject,'* says he, "to spiritual pride, 
go to prayers to Churches where you are not known ; 
and shift Churches, that you may not seem constant. 
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Bat if you have surmounted this weakness^ keep to the 
same Church where you are known ; that your example 
may edify others, as well as the prayers edify yourself." 

In another place he prescribes this cure for vanity. 

'* When your fit of passion lies in vanity, converse 
not with the things that make you think much of 
yourself; read rather than write, hear rather than 
speak: talk not of yourself, of your sickness, or your 
health, of your love or dislike, of your way of living 
or humour> or any thing that belongs to you." 
• To the same purpose is the following meditation : 

'* Watch and be sober," 1 Thess. v. 7. " Be sober, 
be vigilant," 1 Pet. v. 8. '* Whatever makes our minds 
drunk, is opposite to this sobriety ; and every thing 
that makes us think unreasonably does thus intoxicate 
us, that is, makes us think otherwise than sober reason 
would dictate to us; which is the true notion of 
drunkenness. Most sorts of pleasures do this, but 
particularly that which we take in the esteem of men. 
•These unhappy words, I and Me, what a ferment do 
(hey raise in our blood ! how troublesome, yet pleas^ 
jingl.how unquietly importunate ! how fond are we 
to talk and tell stories of ourselves ! and yet how sick 
does it make our souk! if we hear ourselves well 
spoken of, it may perhaps pass over, and we may re* 
cover our minds. Yet there is danger that even this 
will return again to our thoughts, and perhaps when 
we are better employed. But surely I had ahnost as 
willingly meet the devil (under God's chain) as these 
thoughts; that is, the devil in his ugly and frightful 
jdress, as in this (for it is the devil stiU) tawdry, pleasr 
ing disguise. If then there be so much danger from 
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a fbw words transiently Spoken, what shall we say 
when we pat forth all our strength for hours together 
in company^ to shew our parts> our reason^ our leam^ 
ing, or whatever else we please ourselves, or may 
jdeaseothers in. What is this but to bathe ourselves 
in poison, and let it soak into our blood, and fill aU 
our veins ! Lord, in the midst of what snares do we 
walk ! on what precipices do we stand ! it is a miracle 
of thy Almighty goodness, that makes it possible for 
creatures thus beset, to be ever able to get to heaven. 
Nothing less than thy mercy and power could save 
U4 out of them." 

Agreeable to all these meditations, advices and 
prayers, was Mr. Bonnell's practice. A modest un- 
affected humility appeared in his words, his actionsi 
and very countenance : '^ Not" as he himself, in one 
place, describes this virtue, ''an affected humility; 
such as desires to be taken notice of; but such a true 
humility, as makes us first look upon ourselves as no- 
thing; and then, not so much as once reflect whether 
others take notice of us or no ; such a true humility, 
that diffuses itself through the whole body and soul ; 
that influences and impregnates every motion, thought^ 
and word ; that shines in every gesture, and look, and 
all our deportment/' 

But this spirit of humility did, in a particular man- 
ner, direct and govern his devotions. He sometimes 
found, that using his voice in private prayer, was of 
great use to him, to quicken his zeal, and keep his 
thoughts attentive; and he always had his lodging 
00 contrived, that he might use his voice without be- 
ing heard; and in his sickness he never (before his 
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marriage) allowed aay one to be c9J0stal)% in tb^ 
room with him; because the presence, eyenof a 8e»- 
Tant, restrained him from praying with his yx>ice. 
And, after marriage, he was not pleased when, any 
were pmsentupon those occasions, but she alone, with 
whom he was free from these resenres. Such deep 
impressions had humility made in his soul, that no 
sicknessi no pain, could in the least get the better 
of it. 

His charity to the poor, though very gneat and ex* 
tensive for his fortune, (as will be afterwards shewn) 
yet was always managed with the greatest secrecy 
and modesty imaginable ; it being his great endeayour 
to conceal it as much as possible ; of which we may 
be convinced by the following meditation, wherein he 
enquires, why, by doing our alms openly, we have no 
reward ? 

^ The end of alms, is not solely to reUeve Ae poor; 
for what was the widow's mite (which yet was a great 
charity) to this purpose ? God needs not our aJms f<Mr 
this end, no more than he did the sacrifices of old« to 
enrich himself. ' All the beasts of the forest at« 
mine,' saith God. In like manner, witjbi one act of his 
will, he could enrich (if he thought fit) all the poor in 
the world. But he requires our alms, as he did the 
sacrifices of old, only as testimonies, or fruits of the 
inward graces of our minds. A sacrifice without con- 
trition, is a vain oblation ; but the sacrifices of God 
are a broken heart. Again, the poor are as truly re- 
lieved by alms without charity, as with it ; which 
shews, that the relief of the poor is pot primarily in* 
tended by God, but a sincere desire of pleasing him. 
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Tis then the inward graces of the mind that are r^ 
warded by Ood ; such as true humility^ contempt of 
the world, reliance on God's providence, and sincere 
desire to please him ; which graces cannot be in the 
mind of one that affects to do his alms openly. For 
what humility is there in one that is greedy of vain 
glory ? what reliance on God's providence, in one that 
thinks to purchase favours from the world, by shews 
of goodness ? what contempt of the world, in one that 
traffics with it, and hopes for rewards from it ? what 
sincere desire to please God, in one that above all 
things seeks to please men ? so then, here being no 
graces to be rewarded, no reward is to be expected. 
In somci outward acts have the outward rewards ; 
which, by the established laws of God in nature, 
arise from them, as trees spring from seeds ; but the 
inward and spiritual acts of the mind, have spiritual 
and eternal rewards assigned them by God. 

** Vain glory is opposite, not only to one grace, but 
eats out the life of all graces in our souls. We have 
great reason^ therefore, to watch against this vice with 
all our care, especially in religious matters : ' For if the 
light that is in us be darkness, how great is that 
darkness V If the good we do be principally designed 
to please men, how void are we of all goodness V* 

He used to wish there were some Church in Dublin, 
wherein the Holy Sacrament were administered every 
Lord's day ; "for going about from Church to Church," 
he saidj '' had something of ostentation in it ;" and it 
was with difficulty that he at last conquered this 
scruple. And when he went to Churches, to which 
he- was not accustomed, he generally chose the most 
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prirate place^ where he might be least observed, and 
least disturbed ; and when he was so happily placed, 
he always continued upon his knees, at his private de- 
votions, till the public service began. But if he was 
forced to be satisfied with a more public seat, and 
there were company about him, he shortened his pri- 
vate prayersi that he might not be taken notice of; 
for he avoided being sii^lar and remarkable in all 
his actions, much more in those of religion ; in them 
he aimed at something greater than fame, more last- 
ing and substantial than the vain applause of men ; 
even those praises which are endless, and that honour 
which never can decay. 

But his opinion of the secrecy of religious actions, 
and his practice too, the reader will best learn from 
himself, in the two following meditations ; which are 
still farther instances of his humility, and his great 
watchfulness against whatever had the least tendency 
to vanity. 

^' My right hand,'' says he, ** is the grace of God : 
my left, my spiritual friend. In acts of devotion, 
fasting and charity, I am to be exceeding nice, how 
I let one of these know what the other enables me to 
do. To sound a trumpet, and tell all the world what 
you do, is certainly a mark of a dissolute and unspiri- 
tual mind, not ambitious of heavenly rewards, nor 
sensible of spiritual pleasures. To reveal these only 
to a spiritual friend, may perhaps in some cases be 
necessary ; but if you would be perfect, subject them 
only to the eyes of God ; he will be your sufficient 
counsellor. For tbfi^ advantages you may reap by 
revealing them to men, in any prudent instructions or 
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enconragements^ will not countervail the hazard you 
undei^go of self-complacency, in the opinion another 
laay have in yonr being devout, mortified, or charit- 
able, and of losiisg your comfort ; the greatest en- 
couragement you have to persist in those charming 
duties, which wholly, lose their sweetness, when you, 
in any measure, sink into flesh and blood ; your com- 
fort, I say, which wholly consists in acquitting your- 
self in secret, to your heavenly Father, and approving 
yourself to him/* 

The other meditation is as follows : 

*^ We lose," says be, " something of spiritual 
strength, (as Samson did,) by discovering secret 
transactions between God and our souls; for this 
gives our conscience a damp, since it tends to mag- 
nify ourselves, and looks like boasting of secret fa- 
vours, which is a means of lessening favours among 
men. If what I speak of this sort tends to magnify 
myself, as being a favourite of God, I cannot be too 
jealous of myself because our hearts are deceitful, 
and very treacherous ; and something of secret pride 
will be apt to steal in upon us, in such relations. If 
i tell of Captures and elevations vouchsafed to me in 
prayer; of ardent desires after the holy communion, 
and longings for heaven, and the like ; I must be well 
made indeed, and strongly armed with the grace of 
God within me, if I do all this only for the edifi- 
cation of my neighbour, and to provoke him to praise 
God on my behalf, without any by-design to recom- 
mend myself to his esteem." 

It is now time to consider Mr. Bonnell, with re- 
spect to other virtues besides humility : I shall, there- 
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fore, coiicludo this part of his character with the fol- 
lowing prayer : 

** While I walk the streets, let not my head seem 
fall of business; but what I delight in, and desire aL* 
ways : let head and heart be full of my Sayiour* Take 
from me, O my God» a haxigbty gait, a proud look, 
and supercilious foreheads I consider how my Ro^ 
deemer walked the streets of Jerusalem, how modestly 
and plainly he was apparelled, how little he coveted 
to make a figure, how little to see, or be seen, bow 
meek and humble his behaviour was, how far from 
striving or quarrelling, or lifting up his voice in the 
streets. Let my deportment, O my God, be such as 
if I walked with thee then, for thou dost vouchsafe 
to walk with me now.'* 

One so humble as Mr. Bonnell was, could His meek. 
hardly fail to be meek and pati^it; and ^^' 
such he was in a very high degree* Those who con- 
versed with him saw a spirit of meekness and g^tle* 
mss in his Words, and actions, and befaavioar : and it 
could hardly be otherwise, but that he who was so 
lowly in his own eyes, must receive injuries from 
men, with great meekness; and ec»Tections from God, 
with submission and patience* For be very justly 
esteemed pride the parent of most of our disorders, 
particularly of anger, impatience, and revenge. To 
this purpose he expresses hinii^lf m the folkmimg me- 
ditation. 

^ I have a notion, that the sting of all affliction is 
pride; it is this gives a pungen^ to every grievance, 
and makes it pierce our beart* Others bruise, but do 
not wound us ; they sit heavy on us without, but do 
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not gnaw and fret us within. I am not, perhaps, 
afraid of losing my estate ; but I am afraid of losing 
my value and reputation in the world. I am not 
afraid of a low condition, but I am afraid of contempt. 
I am not afraid of sickness and death, but I am afraid 
of scornful pity ; I am not afraid of a plague, of war, 
or a famine ; but I am afraid of an insulting enemy, 
and the tyranny of one that hates me. Upon this 
reason also it is true what David says ; ' It is better 
to fall into the hands of God, than of men.' For we 
have no dispute whether we should humble ourselves 
before God or no ; but the difficulty of doing this to 
men, creates us all our uneasiness. If persons are 
impoverished, or sick, or suffer from heaven, they 
seem to have no religion, if they are not capable of 
consolation ; but if they groan under the yoke of an 
imperious man, and are chained to him as his slaves, 
they must have the highest top and perfection of re- 
ligion to admit of comfort ; since the last vice which 
religion has to dispossess and conquer is pride. Job 
felt all the blows of heaven with an unwounded soul; 
and the reason is, because the strokes of heaven drive 
us to humble ourselves before God, dethrone pride, 
and calm the soul. But the perpetual gratings of an 
ill-natured, insulting man, whom you must every day 
see, and yet with dread and boiling of heart ; this 
stirs up our natural choler, foments and awakens pride, 
and renders our misery insupportable. It is the boil- 
ing of the choleric humours in our body, with which 
our .soul is so tenderly touched, and so nearly sympa- 
thizes ; that is the sting of all affliction, and this is 
pride. This is the fatal ferment, that no oonsidera- 

9 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



JAMES BONNELL, ESQ. 97 

tioQ ca^ allay. O Lord, my God, grant that I may 
purge out this old leaven, even the leaven of pride and 
malice ; 'and then whatsoever afflictions, diseases, 
troubles, befal me, I shall find peace : peace with my* 
self, peace with men, and peace with thee ; for the 
yoke of my humble and meek Saviour, does indeed 
bring rest and peace to the soul. Amen." 

In another place, he gives the following reason, 
why most people resent injuries at the rate they do. 

** We stomach," says he, *' injuries that we think 
are done to us ; we fling and throw under jthem : but 
It is not the injustice done us, that we so much re-* 
sent ; as that the pride of our hearts makes us think 
ourselves so considerable, that nobody ought to dis* 
turb our repose. Alas! if we lay it aside, we shall 
see reason enough, why the just providence of God 
should give constant disturbance to our repose ; and 
that we should not stomach, nor be angry at it ; but 
meekly, composedly, and thankfully accept it." 

The same reason he assigns why so many are con- 
tinually finding fault with the public management of 
affairs, as why they resent and stomach injuries done 
to themselves. To this purpose I find the following 
remark among his writings. " Necessity seldom 
makes men mutiny so much as pride. Because they 
are not honoured by being admitted to the councils 
of others, therefore they dislike their measures, and 
endeavour to draw others after them. The meek 
and humble man is rarely a mutineer, he chooses 
rather to suffer with others, than be clamorous by 
himself." 

And how constantly he endeavoured after a meek 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



98 THJI EXBMFLABY UfB OF 

and mortified spirit, will still farther appear from the 
following meditation. 

^^ How happy is it to practise mortification of mind 
and will ; but of all such mortifications, those of our 
own choosing, are nothing comparable to our meekly 
accepting those which God sends. For still the less 
of our own will in any thing, the better* Now what 
a mortification is it, to find ourselves slighted and 
disesteemed, for those very actions, behaviours, and 
speeches, which we thought fine^ and valued our- 
selves upon? what a mortification is it to have some 
of our defects, infirmities, and weaknesses, discovered 
and made known to the world ? what a mortification 
is it to be guilty of indiscretions and inadvertencies, 
which expose us to men ? and shall we love and de* 
light in these ? I am sure we have great reason ; for 
respect and esteem do but puff us up with an uneasy 
tympany, and fill us with bloated and undue fancies 
of ourselves ; so that when we meet with any disre- 
spect or affront, our breasts boil, and we are tortured 
with resentment, for want of having meek and sober 
thoughts of ourselves. In both these cases we make 
idols of ourselves, and our thoughts run incessantly 
on ourselves ; in the first case, with pleasure ; in the 
last, with disquiet. Ought not a pious soul to desire 
and pray earnestly to be freed from these assaults, 
and to love any thing that comes to it with a seasons- 
able relief? St. Basil prayed to be freed from the 
head-ache, and then lust came ; and then he prayed 
for the return of his head-ache again. Surely we 
ought to love those mortifications which keep us free 
from the assaults of pride and anger, as well as d.ny 
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Other temptation: assaults^ which are continually 
dogging U8, and upon eyery occasion starting up to 
molest us. We ought to love them, not only as they 
keep us sober-minded, and make us think duly and 
meekly of ourselves ; but as they are more certain 
marks of Gbd's favour, than those things that exalt 
us in the world, and procure us respect and esteem : 
for these things may do our minds a great deal of 
hurt, but the others do them certainly good. Let us 
then accept' of such mortifications, embrace and love 
them, upon account both of Ood and our own souls* 
And may our gracious God fill all his faithful ser* 
vants with true meekness ; and such habitual humi- 
lity, as may make us love disrespects from the world, 
when He sends them ; and in all things render us Uke 
to our great Master." 

As few men had greater trials of patience, 
from frequent and violent returns of sickness ; " ^* ^^^* 
60 none could bear it with a more composed spirit, and 
a more cheerful submissicm to the will of God. His 
papers are full of pious meditations upon the advan^ 
tages of sufferings ; God's end, in afflicting us with 
pain ; and the use we ought to make of it. Thus- in 
one place he argues with himself: 

** Should a man, lying under an indisposition of 
body, say to his physician, who was also his friend ; 
O my friend, how sweet soever your love has been 
to me heretofore, I cannot now please myself in it ; 
' it gives me no savour or relish, as it used to do. I 
hope you will excuse me, for I have the same respect 
for you, but not the same love. Would not the other 
reply ; alas ! I know you cannot.. I have given you 
. F 2 
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that which for the present indisposes you> and makes 
you unable to do it : but it was, because your health, 
or your life, was in danger. I have indisposed you 
to love me by this medicine, that I might not be en- 
tirely deprived of your love by your death. Have 
patience, and this will be over^ and you will love me 
again better than ever. 

. " O my soul ! this is no feigned case, but the real 
truth. Thy true Physician, who loves thee, and whom 
thou wouldest love, hath indisposed thee, by the 
physic which he hath given thee ; that he might not 
lose thee for ever : this will soon be over, and thou 
shaltlove him again ; either here, or hereafter; for he 
knows that this is thy desirCi as well as it is his: even 
his, who loved us so, that he despised glory and 
shame, life and death ; that he might fill heaven with 
lovers, and make us love him as he hath loved us." 

The following meditation, composed at another 
time, will shew what divine thoughts sickness excited 
in his mind ; and ^ how he improved it to the noblest 
purposes ; even from thence to contemplate the bitter 
pains, which our Redeemer suffered. 

" Never so well do we contemplate what our Sa- 
viour suffered for us, as when we ourselves are in 
pain ; what his tender and delicate body felt, when it 
hung not only in unintermitting, but still encreasing 
torments, so many hours on the cross, as when our 
bodies are racked with some grievous distemper. Who 
can then but say to him, with the penitent thief; I 
indeed am justly in pain, for ' I receive the reward of 
my deeds; but this man hath done nothing amiss.' 
Nothing indeed amiss hast thou done, O my adorable 
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Redeemer, therefore it is more for thee to feel pain one 
moment, (to choose to feel that for our sakes, which 
did not belong to thee, and to which thou wert no 
ways subject) than for all the men of the world to be 
in torments a million (perhaps an eternity) of years. 
For since eternity of torments is the natural conse- 
quence of sin ; it is more for the Son of God to feel 
pain one moment, (against nature) than for men to be 
naturally in pain for ever. Pain is the consequent 
of sin ; as shadows flow from dark bodies : but thou 
couldest feel no pain, but by thy own choice : there- 
fore I conceive each moment of thy pain, with the 
same horror, as I do an eternity of torment for sinful 
men : and such we are all without the fruit of thy 
pain. Thou didst indeed bear our infirmities, and 
wert bruised for our sins. Thou didst vouchsafe to 
drink of our cup, and partake of our natural miseries ; 
that by thy stripes we might be healed ; and saved 
from our natural torments, by thy voluntary pains. 
No longer is pain a curse; thou by feeling it, hast 
made it blessed : no longer is hanging on a tree a 
curse; thou hast made it to penitents, a step to glory. 
Sanctify, O gracious Lord, I beseech thee, my pain 
which I now suffer; for by thy feeUng pain, thou hast 
sanctified it to all thy faithful servants : let it make 
me fearful of that wrath which devours to the nether- 
most hell; and of those pains which shall never end. 
Let it make me zealous for the good of souls ; and 
labour to snatch them from everlasting burnings. 
But above all, let the sense of what thou didst feel« 
make me undervalue my own sufferings, to whom 
pain and misery is naturally due ; and not only let 
f3 
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me patiently bear them, but rejoice that in this, at 
leasts I am made like unto thee. Amen/* 

What here follows was written in a serere it of 
sickness, in the midst of our troubles, 1689. 

'' I sit here a patient of my God's, while he gircs 
me physic for my soaU It works heavily with me^ 
and makes me very sick ; but i am sure will bare a 
good effect, while I bear it meekly and sabmisBivelyi 
and hnmble myself under his hand, for my offences } 
and tliis will please him as well as if I were now ex* 
ercised in most devout and sublime contemplations. 
For my God will give me this too another time, fbr 
my patient bearing my present inability to attain to 
them. Amen." 

'' O my God, how gracious art thou to me in free« 
ing me, by the rod upon me, from sinful affecti<m9, 
now in this perilous time, that nothing may interpose 
between thee and my soul ; when nothing can give 
me comfort or peace, but only leave humbly to draw 
nigh to thee : let me not think it hard to suffer while 
thou strikesti for thy chastisements are fittherly, and 
full of ends of love and mercy. Amen." 

Again, when after some diort enjoyment of health, 
he saw sickness making its approaches; though the 
prospect of it damped him a little, yet he soon re« 
covered himself, and expressed nature's fears, and 
his own desires, in the following meditation. 

^* I cannot avoid some dejection of mind, at the 
apprehensions of the return of my distemper, after 
some respite from it. The thoughts of a meagre, 
sickly look ; of a melancholy confinement to mf 
chamber ; of drugs and physio, and casting about for 
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new remedies, and being shut up from business, dnd 
the duties of my place^ strike me with a Uttle terroi^. 
But I thank Ood, it is only in my body ; and those 
qualities of vanity and worldliness, which I hav^ 
contracted in this spurt of health, while it hath been 
new to me, (my thoughts being apt to be strongly 
carried away by a new thing) that these fears afftct 
me. These qualities I esteem my burden, and strive 
against them ; and would gladly have them mortified, 
though they have a reluctance to that which would 
expose them, as the return of my illness would. And, 
therefore, as it is from them that I feel my shock, ia 
the apprehension of iQness ; so it is they that draw 
back, when I would put myself into the hands of 
Ood, and resign myself to his will. But with my 
mind, I entirdy submit to his pleasure : the appre^ 
hensions of being in his hand, give me a perfect 
readiness to what he shall ordain. I see sickness at 
hand, and I am troubled : I look a little further, and 
see that it is thoui Lord, that orderest it so ; and I have 
sudden peace, and a great calm* ' The ox knows his 
owner, and the ass his master^s crib»* and the hand 
that feeds him. Oh ! that I may have the prompti'* 
tude of these creatures, and know thee my owner; 
and own the hand that disposes of me ! how happy 
shall I then be! O say to mysoul^ when I am 
terrified and in pain, as thou didst to thy disciples; 
' It is I, be not afraid ' and my soul shall be at ease.'^ 
But at another time, afterwards, he was so far 
from being disturbed at the prospect of sickness, that 
he made it a matter of joy and thankfulness, as the 
meditation that here follows^ will shew. 

f4 
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" I bless thee, my God, that I can rejoice in the 
thoughts of tl^is approaching pain and rickness^ 
^hich thou art preparing to bring upon me, as what, 
I hope, will be an effectual means to cure me of aU 
sinful affections, and of loving any thing beside thee. 
How easy will the greatest torments of pain be, when 
I can see thee directing them to this end, which I 
have so long strove and laboured after. 

*'. Lord, thou wilt help^me to perform the difficult 
task which thou hast given me: and though thy 
Jhel()ing me give me pain, yet that pain to my body 
shall be ease and pleasure to my mind ; for by it> I 
trust that I may come to love thy glory above all 
things ; and to love all things only in thee ; that my 
heart and my soul may be filled with thee ; and my 
mouth may speak continually thy praise. » 

f^ This coarse upper garment, in which thou hast 
clad me, O my God, (by making my continued indis- 
position to require it) is the ballast of my soul : I will 
iove it, and bless thee for it: it keeps me from vani- 
ties, from affecting courtship, and setting up for a 
figure in the world, I will, therefore, wrap up myself 
in it, and not desire to be free from a necessity of 
using it ; but wear it joyfully as thy livery, and as a 
badge of my being thy care. Amen." 

Again he praises God for that which few in this 
world do think a blessing, but to too many is one of 
the most afflicting effects of sickness. 

*' I praise thee, O my Saviour," sayd he, *f for these 
pale looks, this wan visage, and for giving me such 
a face as is not capable to rival thee, nor lob thee of 
any heart of thy servants, which I fear the naughti- 
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ness oC my own heart, if thou didst give me other 
looks, would be apt to abuse to this end : I dare not 
be secure of myself; I willingly accuse myself to thee, 
my Lord, and rejoice and bless thee in that thou dost 
put it out of my power to be treacherous to thee." 
, In the same place he pursues his devotions in the 
following manner, 

*' I praise thee, O my God, for making me thy 
care, and for this proof of it, that thou art pleased to 
chastise me with thy fatherly rod. Two things I 
humbly beg of thee, that thou wouidest pardon those 
things which provoke thee to deal with me thus con- 
trary to thy gracious nature, and that thou wouidest 
sanctify thy rod to me, that it may be effectual to re- 
move my sins, that thou mayest remove it without 
danger of my soul's returning to folly. Amen." 

These are some of Mr. BonnelVs meditations and 
prayers of sickness and pain ; nor did his practice at 
iEill fall short of them; for that patience which he so 
earnestly prayed for, he enjoyed in a measure beyond 
the greatest part, even of good men. When he has 
been in the greatest anguish, with two very tormenting 
distempers, (the gravel and cholic) he would often 
say ; " Thy will, O God, thy will be done with me^ 
and upon me : I have no will of my own, and rejoice 
in doing thy will. O what mercies are these suffer- 
ings, if they be the way God thinks fit to punish my 
fiins here, in order to spare me hereafter! How 
much greater were my Saviour^s sufferings upon the 
cross ! Did he undergo such agonies for my sins, and 
shall not I cheerfully submit to, and embrace what- 
'ever God sees fit to lay upon me !" with much more 
F 6 
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to Ibe same purpose in every fit of pain* When any 
medicine was given him, be would« after begging 
God's blessing, take it ; and tben would usually say; 
'' it is better than I deserve ! I bless Ood for it, and 
for giving me such assistances in this extremity. 
Oh ! how many of his better servants want these 
comforts ! blessed be his holy name for giving them 
tome." 

Nor was he only patient under bodily pains, but 
submissive to the will, and satisfied with the wisdom 
t>f God in every afiair of life, under every disappoint- 
menty difficulty, and trouble. He consider^ that 
Gk>d gives us different talents, different capacities 
and employments, and will not proportion our reward 
to the part he gave us to act, but our faithfulness in 
it* To this purpose is the following meditation upon 
1 Sam. XXX. 24. ^* And it was so from that day for-* 
vrard, that he made it a statute and an ordinance for 
Israel unto this day, that as bis part is that goeth 
down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth 
by the stuff; they shall part aUke." 

'* O blessed Son of David, and captain of our sal* 
vation, under whose banner thy servants fight, and 
are tby sworn soldiers to their lives' end ; when I 
hear some say, thy * yoke is easy, and thy burden 
light,' and they seem to speak as they think, because 
they find not much difl^culties in life, but run on in 
a happy and even composure of health, and of busi- 
ness proportioned to their strength, freed by their cir« 
cumstances from violent temptations, and by thy fla- 
vour in framing them from strong passions, (thoiigh 
I own, and exultingly declare, ^h them, that ^y 
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]^oke indeed is an easy yoke, and thy service peifeet 
freedom, and that the keeping thy commandments is 
its own infinitely abundant reward ; yet) I consider 
that in warfare all have not the same posts of hard** 
ship and dai^er. Some confront the enemies, and 
aome must ' stay by the stuff.' What earthly com-* 
mander knows how to suit these parts exactly 
to his men ? But thou, O Lord, dost it with the 
highest degree of wisdom, and fitness to thy several 
soldiers' strength and abilities. And because thou 
givest each his burden, according to his might in 
nicest equity,,therefore thou hast ordained it for a 
perpetual law to them, that those that ' tarry by the 
stuff,' shall part alike with those that confront the 
enemy. Both share alike in thy favour, both enjoy 
alike thy love, and both partake alike in thy glory ; 
only here is the difference ; not who have had the 
hardest posts, but who have behaved themselves 
faithfully in the posts they had, whether hard or easy, 
shall be rewarded by thee." 

Such was Mr. Bonnell's humility, such ^^ geif-deniaf 
was his meekness and patience; and 
agreeable to these was his mortification and self-de*' 
nial; a grace, which always proceeds from a meek 
and lowly spirit 1 shall not here speak of his morti* 
fication in point of fasting, and the great severity of 
his ^fe; that must be reserved for another place. 
The mortification here meant, and what Mr. Bonnell 
constantly laboured after, was an unconcerned indif* 
ference to the worid ; to its profits and pleasures ; to 
honour and fame ; and all the other idols of mankind* 
His great endeavour was, to gain the entire mastery 
f6 
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of his will and affections ; and so to discipline and' 
tame them^ that they might not grow stubborn and 
rebellious. In order to this, his usoal practice was 
to deny himself in small mattei's, to which he found 
his inclinations prompted him, that so they might be 
under his government in greater. This point he had 
nicely considered ; and treats of it in several places 
of his writings, with his usual piety and judgment; 
as will appear from one or two meditations upon this 
subject. 

'f That denying ourselves in particular and little 
instances of lawful enjoyments, is not," says he, " a 
superstitious and unprofitable exercise, appears from 
hence, that God, * who is a bountiful rewarder of a 
cup of cold water/ gives us good thoughts for it : 
^hich flow into our minds, with a sensibly more 
freedom and affectingness, upon such occasions, than 
at other times. On the contrary, our not complying 
with such a hint, when we have a motion to deny 
ourselves in small things ; but yielding to our appe^ 
tite, or curiosity, and perhaps palliating our doing so, 
with saying, that Mt is a trifle, not fit to make a sa- 
crifice of to God,' deprives us of good thoughts, and 
hardens our minds against them; unless we recover 
ourselves, by being humbled before God, and fortify- 
ing our resolution against the next encounter. For 
though this yielding to our appetite be not a sin ; yet it 
has such a resemblance and image of sin, that no 
lover of God, but ought to have an aversion to it. 
vWhat is sin, but giving way to our appetites and in«- 
clinations, against the checks of our conscience ? the 
headstrong violence of our wills carrying away for- 
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ciUy our powers and faculties, to act against our rea- 
son and understanding. And this agrees so far with 
sin, that it is an instance, though in a lesser degree, 
of tiie headstrong unruliness of our will, carrying us 
on to act, though not against our consciences^ because 
the matter of it is lawful ; yet against the counsel of 
our reason, exhorting us to exercise ourselves in little 
self-denials ; that we may have the better, and more 
habitual mastery over our appetites ; and be able to 
watch and resist more easily the first motions of siti, 
in which the whole strength of a Christian lies : for 
who is master of himself, without a miracle, if these 
are once consented to ? wherefore the holy Psalmist 
cries out, after he had prayed God to cleanse him 
from secret sins of infirmity and surprise ; * Keep 
back thy servant from presumptuous sins ;' from sins 
that flow from an ungovernable will, against the pre- 
ceding checks of his conscience, though in never so 
little instances: for should he at all give way to 
these, his appetites would gain such mastery, and his 
will be so chained to them, (for will and appetite are 
very near akin, we hardly know the line that bounds 
and distinguisheth their natures ; only that will is a 
kind of spiritual appetite, and appetite a sort of cor- 
poreal will) that he could not hope to be ' long inno- 
cent and free from the great offence ;' that finishing 
sin, which bringeth forth death." 
- The meditation that here follows, is upon the same 
argument^ ^* the benefit of Self-denial" in things of 
Jesser moment, and that are indifferent in their own 
nature, , 

. "/ My soul,* you will be apt to say, ' this is an in- 
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nocent desire ; why should I put myaelf to the trouble 
of thwarting it? Were it unlawful, I hope I should 
refuse it, how much self-denial soeYer it required. 
God does not require us to make our life uneasy, nor 
to render his service irksome and unpleasant to U8« 
He permits us to indulge ourselves a modest freedom 
in innocent things : and it is superstition to think he 
is pleased with the sacrifice of trifles.' But &ncy that 
thou hearest thy God thus speaking to thee : * My 
child, I know that this is a great snare; for it is not 
the matter thou refusest, that is weighed by me ; but 
the act of refusing: I refuse not the day of small 
things; do not thou despise them. But thou art 
farther advanced, as thou thinkest ; and wonkiest 
fain leave this lesson to beginners/ But he that ad- 
vances, without laying a good foundation, will be 
again to b^n. He that begins in the middle of a 
book of mathematics, because the b^inning is full of 
plain and evident axioms and propositions, that seem 
to be so easy as to be of no use, will soon find the 
want of these first principles ; and be glad, with shame, 
to look back on what he despised before. So like* 
wise thou, when thou findest thyself incapable to con-* 
flict with thy passicMss, and to command thy thoughts 
and inclinations, wilt then too late consider thy ne- 
glect, in not having trained thy mind by degrees to 
self-denial. If thou gainest not the victory over thy<» 
self in small things, how wilt thou be aUe to do it in 
greater ? Set apart then to thyself some time ; and 
say in this time, I will deny myself in every thing I 
have a mind to ; yet do it calmly, without supersti^ 
tjon, without anxiety. This thou wilt think, perhaps. 
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at first, a strange task : thy inferior part will repiiM^ 
and make many complaints, and thy body be sick, 
at such sudden checks and contradictions* But mind 
none of these, my son; smile at thy foolish sensitive 
part, for it does not understand that this is even for 
its eternal benefit* In a little time, this very denial 
will grow a pleasure, because it will have little of re» 
luctance in it ; and the pleasure of triumphing over 
ihy own inclinations, will make the remaining trouble 
insensible. Then thou mayest advance to consider^ 
what things of moment thou hast a mind to; and 
there apply thy discipline, and teach thy mind to 
obey ; and in general, take this for a certain rulcy ' To 
suspect thyself in whatever thou hast a strong incli- 
nation to.' 

'^ Here's the great point of self-denial, to deny our 
thoughts, and turn them from oliigects to which they 
incline, to others. Our actions have something grose 
and perceptible in them ; but our thoughts are re* 
fined ; not to be observed but by nice application^ 
This is the true source ; get the mast^ of these, and 
you command all the rest. It is in vain to think 
to deny ourselves in actions, if we cannot do it in 
thoughts ; nor to command our passions, if we cannot 
govern our thoughts. Pasaicm lives in the thoughts^ 
and the effect of it is, to engage and determine our 
thoughts; but, if we have an habitual command of 
these, and use ourselves to deny them, to turn and - 
wind them as we please ; we shall easily govern our 
passions too, and avoid any actions we are prompted 
to by them. Why should it then seem haard to theOi 
O my soul, or a matt^ worthy to be once named f to 
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deny thyself ia trivial and indifferent concerns, that, 
thou mayest gain the mastery of thy will in greater? 
If thou standest in the presence of a prince, thou hast 
lost all thy will in these things* If thou hast a mind 
to see any thing particularly in the room ; yet the will 
dies as soon as bom ; so much does a prince's pre- 
sence awe thee. Is not thy chamber, O my soul, the 
presence-chamber of Almighty Qod? (O that thou 
wert more sensible, and more worthy of such an ho- 
nour !) and yet here can thy will live, so much as to 
give thee the least shock, when thou deniest thyself 
an indifferent thing thou hast a mind to, that thou 
mayest, with the greater ease and cheerfulness^, give 
up thyself to the will of God. 

*' Herein appears the admirable wisdom of God. 
God saw that the contempt of outward things, of the 
pleasures of sense, of riches, and glory, and the like, 
(which are the baits the devil lays for us, and whereby 
he drowns many souls in perdition,) was necessary for 
man, in order to his being restored to bliss ; what 
course, therefore, did the Divine Wisdom take to em- 
bitter these things to man ; and make their contraries, 
that is, chastity, poverty, humility, patience, and the 
contempt of the world, pleasing and easy ? God him- 
self came down from heaven, and taking upon him 
the form of a servant, did by his own example make 
this medicine, (so necessary to sick men, but withal 
so bitter and loathsome,) become so pleasing and de- 
lightful, that good men now love fasting, more than 
worldly men do excess ; poverty, more than riches ; 
and mortification, more than sensual pleasures." 
. ^ But as Mr, Bonnell had noble and exalted thoughts 

y 
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of God, and a flaming love to his Maker and Re^ 
deemer ; as he was meek and lowly, mortified and pa- 
tient ; so these divine graces led him to all necessary 
acts of devotion. I shall, therefore, now consider^ 
how he discharged the duty of prayer, both public 
and private : how constant and devout a guest he was 
at the Lord's table: how religiously he observed 
the LordVdayjl and the feasts and fasts of the church. 

As to the duty of prayer, it was his con- ^^^ ^^^ 
stant and daily work, and most delightfnl discharged 
entertainment ; and he discharged every p^ayer!^ ° 
part of it in so exact and regular a way, 
that his private devotions were not omitted for the 
sake of the prayers of the church ; nor did any con- 
stancy at the former, make him neglect being daily at 
these. His practice from his youth, was to begin the 
day with God, and consecrate to him his earliest 
thoughts, and in this he persevered all his Ufe long; 
for the first thing he did in the morning, was repeat- 
ing psalms proper for it, as the sixty-third, the latter 
part of the seventy-third, and others: and all bis 
dressing and washing-time he repeated the 103d, 
1 1 6th, and 145th psalms. In this part of his devotions 
it was his desire that his wife should bear her part : 
and when they were over, he at large offered up his 
own private prayers in his closet. The evening he 
consecrated to God, as well as the morning. His 
first exercise (as soon as he could get free from com- 
pany) was repeating the Magnificat, and some other 
hymns of praise ; his wife in these still joining with 
him. Then he usually retired into his closet, and 
with great exactness examined the state of his soul ; 
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and by reading and medkatiiMi, put himdelf into a 
right temper for prayer; which was then performed 
in the fullest and devoutest manner. And he con- 
duded the day in the same manner that he began it ; 
lepeating the fourth, and other psalms^ while he nn« 
dressed. And when ready to step into bed, he 
kneeled down and offered up a short prayer, and then 
lay down in peace. This was his practice so c(»)<- 
stantly^ that neither the coldness of the weather, nor 
any bodily indisposition of weariness, made him 
neglect it. 

But it is from himself the reader must have the 
dearest yiew of the regular constancy of his private 
devotions: for writing to a religious friend, with 
nvhom he was very intimate, upon the subject of pri* 
irate prayer, and the most advantageous way of dis- 
diarging that duty, he thus delivers himself : 

.. ,^^« *' The first and the last of the day, is to 

May, 1692. . „ - ^i_ \i 

me essentially necessary ; and no other time 
of the day could supply the want of these. But I will 
not say so of others; since the condition of some is 
such, that they must take other times, or can get none 
at all : use and custom may make other times of the 
day as useful to thein. But when I have done with 
the world, and before I begin with it, is the time wheii 
my mind is fittest for religious exercises ; and per* 
haps you will find my rule necessary for yourself; 
not to let even the prayers of the church draw you 
out, unless you have had time first to discharge yout 
private duties at large at home. I go out with plea* 
sure and confidence, when I have done this; and 
pubUc prayers are then more pleasing to ma* At 
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nights I must get a little more time, to sit utili, or 
read and write in, as well as pray* But sometimes, 
it pleases God to caH ns to a larger attendance on 
himself, when he makes the world vile in oor eyes ; 
ghres us clearer views of onr fstnrs hopes, convinces 
us of the end for which we came into the world, and 
of the only thing necessary. Happy are we indeed, 
when he calls us to this, and gives us leisure for it; 
We may be sure it is to invigorate and fortify us for 
some farther work, which he has for us to do ; or to 
bring us to consecrate ourselves^ and all our powsrs, 
more entirely to his service. It is good to give way 
to this call, and to steal what time for it we can; 
and not slightly or easily to suffer ourselves to be 
diverted from it ; that we may give way to the grace 
of God, to have its perfect work on our hearts. But 
this is not to be looked upon as a course to be taken up 
by us; or any vows or resolutions to be made to keep 
to It, longer than for the present heat ; because it is 
not consistent with our civil duties in human life. 
The disciples were not long permitted to stay on 
Mount Tabor, but they must go down again to the 
multitude that waited for them. 

*' Let us then go gravely on in the way of piety^ 
into which our good Ood has called us ; and remem^ 
her that wo must go up hill, and down hill ; some^ 
tones see our journey's end, and sometimes lose sight 
of it: but while he permits us to see in our hearts^ 
a desire to do nothing in this world, but please Him ; 
and not to live, but that we might live to Him : let 
us comfort ourselves in his goodness, and not be 
disturbed at every disorder; and may his infinite 
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mercy grant us to grow up in his fear and love, to his 
heavenly kingdom." 

Here, from his advice to one of his friends/we may 
learn his own practice ; and from the information of 
those, who had the best opportunities of knowing the 
secrets of his heart, I can affirm, that the fervency 
and humility of his devotions were -answerable to their 
constancy. His posture was the most lowly he could 
contrive; he not only kneeled, but frequently lay 
prostrate upon the floor, and had such strong emo- 
.tions in bis soul, as often expressed themselves in a 
flood of tears : and as to his posture, he not only 
,chose that which was most expressive of humility and 
reverence; but that which came nearest to our Sa« 
viour's example in his prayer before his passion ; or 
as he does in one place very well express it : ** I put 
myself into that posture, O my most gracious Sa- 
viour, in which thou didst endure thy dreadful agony, 
of which I cannot think without horror, because thou 
.wert the Son of God who sufieredst it ; and because 
it was my sins that occasioned it." 
He had con- ^^ ^^^ family he had constant prayers 
itant prayers every night, and in the morning too, when 
he was not hindered by business, which 
called him early abroad, or brought company unsea- 
sonably to him ; a misfortune which he very much 
regretted, whenever it befel him. And he not only 
prayed with his family, but read the Scriptures to 
^them ; and a good portion of them at a time, ias his 
health and time allowed. This is the more to be 
taken notice of, because it is a most neglected, though 
most necessary part of religious worship ; particularly 
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among our gentry, who, either through want of reli- 
gion, or evil shame, have turned the worship of God 
quite out of their families ; which is attended with 
this fatal consequence, that their servants, and too 
often their children, are trained up in such a sean* 
dalous neglect of God and religion, as very often ends 
in their eternal ruin. 

But he did not think it enough to serve y^^^ 
God in private, and pray with his family constant at 
too; he considered besides all this the oA^e*^^ 
'duty and benefits of attending the public ^^^^^ 
service of the church ; which, during the greater 
part of his life, he did twice every day ; and from 
which seldom any thing kept him but want of health. 
And when the hurry of his business hindered him 
from keeping constantly to one church, and hour of 
public prayer, he would use all his art to get prayers 
at some church or other, though not exactly at the 
time when he most desired them; such different 
notions had he of his duty, from the generality of 
the world ; who will allege, not only business, but 
trifles, as an excuse for their absence from the house 
of God! 

His behaviour at our public prayers was so devout 
and ^rave, so intent and composed, as could not but 
stir up the affections of all who observed it. Talking 
or sleeping in the house of God was a great offence to 
him ; and when once prayers began, he took no notice 
of any about him ; and was always troubled at those 
unseasonable salutes, wherein too many allow them- 
selves in time of divine service ; condemning that prac- 
tice, as one of the greatest indecencies of our church. 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



tl8 THB EXBX1PLABY LIVB DP 

It bts been abeady observed* that wlien be came 
early to cbureh, and was so happy as to get a re^ 
tired place* he coatinued at his private devotions 
until the public service began, or a very little before : 
and how he employed those happy moments of pri« 
vacy and devotion in the house of God» the follow* 
ing prayer, mentioned as used by him in the church; 
before morning prayer began, will shew. 

** Behold* O Lord, this portion of thy family, whom 
in this place thou hast so often graciously visited and 
favoured ; and who have addicted and given up them* 
aelves to thy service ; are here met together* in be- 
half of ourselves, and of the rest of our happy mim« 
ber; and of all our Christian brethren* even thy whole 
church. We beseech thee to unite our hearts more 
and more in thyself; that we may have but one heart,, 
and one mind, as we have but one design, one aim, 
and hope. Let us now welcome each other (with 
hearts full of love and joy) into thy presence* as we 
hope one day to welcome each other into thy presence 
in glory. Let our civil respects (before thy service 
begins) be such hearty and holy salutations as the 
blessed Elizabeth gave to the mother of our Lord : 
and may we have leave to say to each other, * Hail, thou 
that art favoured of God, the Lord is with thee/ 
Behold we come with united hearts, to beg of thee 
the confirming of thy grace and favour to us ; we 
come to present ourselves before thee, with most 
thankful acknowledgments for thy mercies received ; 
and to adore thee, who hast so graciously visited us. 
We come humbly to implore of thee strength against 
our respective temptations and difficulties in life ; to 
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beseech thee to supply all our weaknessesi to make us 
happily yictorioas against all our corruptions; and 
iDore than conquerors, through thee who hast loved 
ns. , But, O our bountiful Lord God ! if it be such 
joy to meet those whom we love, now in thy presence:; 
what will it be to meet ten thousand glorified spirits^ 
each of which we shall love infinitely more in thy 
kingdom of glory, than we can do any creature here ! 
Glory be to thee, O Lord of glory and of love, who 
hast giv^ us such present pleasure in thy service, and 
such comfortable hopes of those eternal good things 
which thou bast piepared for them that love thee. 
Amen." 

He had the justest value, and highest 
veneration for that great repository of the Liturgy of 
true devotion, the Liturgy of our Church ; ^« Church. 
for which his regard was not in the least abated by 
the great fervour of his private prayers. For though 
his devotion was very intense, and full of life and 
warmth ; yet it was calm and governable, and con- 
fined within the strictest bounds of sobriety and rea* 
son. And such awful apprehensions had he, of the 
presence of God ; so cautious was he of uttering any 
thing rash with his mouth, before his adorable Ma* 
jesty ; that even his private prayers were a well-di* 
gested form : from which he sometimes varied, ao-' 
cording to the particular wants and desires of his 
soul ; though even these variations he usually put in 
writing ; and to that purpose, had his prayers re* 
duced to heads, in several columns, with blanks for 
his additions and variations; frequently reviewing and 
correcting the whole. But for all public occasions) 
11 
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for congregations gathered in churches ; he esteemed 
forms of prayer not only expedient^ but necessary. 
And such right notions had he of the usefukiess of 
them, and of that popular, but mistaken phrase, '* of 
praying by the Spirit ;*' that I shall here give the 
reader his thoughts of both, in his own words. 

" Perhaps some of us have been too zealous in 
crying down this phrase of * praying by the Spirit :* 
it is certain that all good men have the Spirit of Christ 
inspiring them with the temper of Christianity. This 
temper breeds in them good desires; and .nature fur- 
nishes these desires with fit and suitable expressions. 
It is the inspiring us with these holy desires, flowing 
from the temper of Christianity, which is the peculiar 
work of the Spirit of God. Thus the Spirit of God 
speaks in us, and makes intercession for us, with 
these holy desires, with which it inspires us ; and, 
therefore, the expression may be very well allowed, 
that holy men so inspired do pray by the Spirit. 
But as upon an extraordinary occasion, I should not 
refuse to join with a holy man in such an extemporary 
prayer ; (God forbid I should !) so for ordinary occa- 
sions, since the Spirit comes and goes, and the most 
holy man has not always such immediate influences 
from it ; I should think, that prayers composed by 
holy men, set apart for that work, and desiring the 
assistance of God's Spirit to it, should have a greater 
portion of his Spirit in them, than any other constant 
extemporary prayer. And for a man's private use, 
the occasions of his soul do seldom so much vary, but 
that by degrees, and the constant exercise of this duty, 
be must come up to a kind of form, or way of ex* 
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pressing his needs, in the most perfect manner for 
himself; from which there need be very little variation 
for extraordinary emergencies. And when all the parts 
of it are thus settled and adjusted, his duty obliges 
him not to omit any of these parts ; and this is the 
<)onstant exercise of private devotion, in which a man 
with a good conscience cannot allow himself to fail.'' 

These were his sentiments of the usefulness of forms 
of prayer, confirmed by his constantly attending our 
church service, and by his practice in private; 
though at the same time, he could not allow himself 
to be severe in his censures of those who made choice 
of another way of worship, when he believed con- 
science was their motive. Railing accusations never 
came out of his mouth against any : they were too 
contrary to the example of his Great Master, and 
that humility and meekness which sl\ined in his life, 
and appeared in his words, and all his actions. He ho- 
noured true piety wherever he saw it ; and loved those, 
who he believed served God sincerely ; though their 
way of worship differed from his own. None consi- 
dered more the power of custom and education; and 
the difficulty of relishing modes of worship we are 
strangers to, till practice removes our prejudices, and 
observation and experience reconcile us to them. To 
this purpose he expresses himself in the following 
meditation. 

** Lord, we bless thee for the free liberty of worship- 
ping thee in the way in which we have been brought 
up ; in the way in which we have partaken of thy 
grace, and received thy Spirit. It is not in our power 
to.reconcile ourselves to any way of worship (though 

G 
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we thought it lawful) at our pleasure. The grace of 
devotion is easily checked and stopped ; and little in- 
formalities hare a great influence and effect upon the 
spiritual part of our minds, by which devotion is ex*^ 
ercised : yet if the liberty of worshipping God in the 
way I am used to, be taken from me, and another 
afforded me, which I am not used to, and judge law- 
ful, I will endeavour as fast as I can, to acquaint my 
tnind with that way ; and in time, I doubt not, but 
Ood will enable me to receive benefit by it. It is 
unreasonable for us to expect, that those who make 
a conscience of serving God with devotion, but are 
strangers to our methods, should immediately change 
their way of worship, and heartily close with ours, 
though better in itself, and they were satisfied that 
there were nothing unlawful in it. Time and pains 
must work that, happy change." 
• In his devotions, both public and private, he avoided 
every thing that had the least. appearance of af- 
fectation, or might any way minister to vanity ; all 
violent motions of the body, and unnatural modula- 
tions of the voice. His behaviour was grave and 
simple, natural and very plain. And though never 
man was less apt to entertain hard thoughts of others, 
yet he could not but suspect thpse who were very 
noisy in their prayers, who affected strange gestures 
of body, and a forced tone of voice. And I believe 
the reader will excuse me for delivering his judgment 
of the true and false signs of devotion in his own 
words : he will find it so rational and clear, as must 
needs be very satisfactory to him. 
1 ^ We mistake ourselves ofttimes in signs of devx)- 
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tion ; outward actions of the body may be ^j^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
signs of devotion; but we are to judge false signs of 
aright of them, and give them their due . ®^®'***"* 
^weight. Devotion is to the soul what blood is to 
the body, which is the life of it : now the best state 
of the body is, when the blood moves regularly and 
evenly in it : so as for us to be least sensible, that 
we have such a thing as moving blood within us ; 
which is, when it is in its natural condition, and 
we are in firm health. We do not think we have 
most life when we have convulsive and extraordinary 
motions in our bodies, these things proceed not from 
the free moving of the blood, but from the stoppage 
of the blood and spirits ; from which nature endea- 
vouring to set itself free, excites those violent motions 
in the body. These are not signs of health, but of 
sickness. In respect of our souls, the best state is, 
when our mind^ in our devotions have a composed 
and gracious intercourse with God, in such intentness, 
and recoUectedness of thought, that we are hardly 
sensible ourselves, that we are at our devotions. Thus 
it is when we are in firm health of mind, our con- 
science right before God, and our affections sanctified, 
and free from incumbrances. It is when we come 
short of these in any respect, that our devotion be- 
comes tumultuary, and shews itself in outward signs : 
bodily motions proceed only flom the convulsions of 
our devotions, and are signs of obstructions in them, 
not of their free passage. The conflict that arises 
between our flesh and our spirit begets th,Qse odd 
symptoms. It is when we find it difficult to raise 
up our minds to God, hard to keep ouir thoughts in- 
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tent and recollected, as we would hare them ; that 
we beat our breasts, that we cast up our eyes, that 
we move our hands. They are signs at best, not that 
we are devout, but that we would be so. Every sud- 
den motion of the head, or hand, or eye, is not a 
sign of an orderly, but of a convulsive devotion ; and 
is the effect of a troubled and discomposed state of 
mind. Not that these are always to be censured : 
such troubles are many times our unhappiness, not 
our sin. Thus perhaps it was with Hannah, when 
she prayed unto the Lord in the bitterness of her 
soul, 1 Sam. i. 10. And Eli observing her outward 
gestures, particularly the motion of her lips, thought 
hardly of her. Our blessed Lord, when he offered 
up his last public prayer to his Father, the perpetual 
and most gracious legacy of his love to his Church, 
and the model of his continual intercession in hea« 
ven for us, began it with a fixt lifting up of his eyes 
to heaven. ' When Jesus had spoken these things, 
he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,' John xvii. I. 
This cannot be reckoned of the sort we are speaking 
of; for it was only a composed setting of his eyes in 
one posture. If his prostrating himself on the ground 
in his great agony, be offered as an instance of the 
other sort, and it be argued from thence, that such 
violent motions of the body are not arguments of a 
discomposed or more imperfect devotion, because our 
Lord's devotion cannot at any time be supposed im- 
perfect : it is not necessary to say any thing to it ; only 
this, that such discomposed or imperfect devotion, as 
: could be without sin, may be safely applied to our 
Saviour, in respect to his human nature ; but in le- 
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spect of US, it is certain that such trouble or dis- 
traction as our blessed Saviour underwent, at that 
time, would necessarily make our devotion more im- 
perfect; though not necessarily less prevalent with 
Gody when we offer unto Him the best service that 
we can in the anguish of our spirits. 

'' What has been said of bodily motions, is to be 
said also of the tone of our voice in prayer. The ve- 
hement earnestness of this is not always a sign of 
the in tenseness of our thoughts, or devotion of our 
minds ; but rather the contrary. A modest even- ~ 
framed voice, with a cheerful accent, or modulation 
of our words, is the natural expression of a devout 
spirit; much less can I look upon that voice to 
have any part in devotion, which runs all in one 
tone of a melancholy dejectedness. (I will not call 
it whining, because prophane men, who are ready 
to scoff at all reUgion, have made this word too. 
light :) but it is certain, the thoughts of the pray*^ 
ing person may be at the other end of the world, con- 
sistently enough with such a tone ; so little necessary 
connection is there between it and true devotion. 
The mind of such a person perhaps has been devout, 
and he is melancholy that he is not so still : but un* 
willing to be at pains enough to make himself so. If 
there be any that take up such a tone purely out of 
hypocrisy, I should be loth to pass so hard a censure 
upon them as the poet does ; unless they manifestly 
discover great contrariety to their devotions, in their 
lives and practices : 

** * QuisquU ficto sub Dsemone prodit, 

Crede mihi, multum Daemonis intus habet.'* ' 

o3 
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That great infirmity of human nature> with which 
the best men are frequently disturbed, " Inattention, 
and wandering thoughts in prayer/' Mr. Bonnell had 
yery well considered ; he himself not being entirely 
free from it. It is what he often complains of with 
great passion, and for which he prescribes the pro- 
perest remedies. His meditations upon wandering 
thoughts in prayer are too many to be here inserted ; 
yet a few of them I cannot pass over. They shew a 
mind so deeply affected with the sense of its imper* 
fections ; so desirous to have its burdens removed ; 
yet so patient and submissive under them ; that they 
must need make due impressions on every devout 
reader. 

His complaints of " ^ord," says he in one place, " it is 
being disturbed but a fcw hours ago, that I was tri- 

with wandering , . • xi_ ^ i • .^ 

thoughts in umpmng m thy favour; and in the 

prayer; with the blcsscd liberty thou gavest me of at- 

remedies he pre- , „y, , ♦ 

scribes for that in- tendmg upon thee. What have I 
firmity. ^^^^ since to make myself so miserable, 

and lose all this privilege ; that from being attentive 
to a whole prayer, I can now scarce attend to a few 
sentences? Surely watching unto prayer consists in 
carefully avoiding all those things that have too strong 
an influence on our minds and affections, and are apt 
too forcibly to take up and engage our thoughts. 
But there is no watching against bodily disorders, 
which God thinks fit to send upon us, (O that they 
may be all in mercy !) and which make every trifle 
harass our thoughts as much as an important aflair. 

" Pity me, O God of all pity, who puttest pity into 
the hearts of men towards one another; and who yet 
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are infiuenced but by slender drops of thy overflowing 
ocean of goodness. Fain would my heart come be* 
ibre thee ; fain would my thoughts ascend to thee^ 
and stay themsehes upon thee : but like feathers 
thrown up into the air, a cross wind of earthly dis- 
tractions comes and hurries them away, and scatters 
them over all the earth. If there is pain in life, 
surely it is to desire to serve thee, and not to be able. 
Bat the desire shall certainly prevail at last; for 
thou art in. the desire, but the inability is not from 
thee." 

Again, in another place, he thus expresses himself: 
'* It seems an intolerable burden to me, to be thu9 
distracted in my devotions by worldly things, and 
makes me impatient, till I may get more out of the 
way of them, by changing my employment and sta- 
tion in the world. Yet the thought of this itself is 
damped, when I consider these two things : first, that 
bodily indispositions may make my head as unfit to 
attend on holy things, in the midst of the greatest 
leisure, and most sacred employment, as worldly 
business does now ; and that even then, chaiity will 
oblige me to descend to the worldly matters of my 
friends : orphans, widows, and distressea persons must 
be assisted and relieved. Secondly, What shall be- 
come of the rest of mankind ; of my Christian brethren, 
who remain under the same circumstances in which 
I am now ; and from which they cannot get free, 
though perhaps I may ? Must they not go to hea- 
ven, nor have comfort on the earth in the worship 
and service of God ? God forbid ! Why then should 
not I be content to bear my burden in life as well as 

64 
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they ; and struggle with difficulties in common with 
them ? this is not the place of onr enjoyment^ but of 
our warfare ; therefore I will humbly prepare myself 
to the combatx O my God : and when thou seest me 
ready to go on to fight, in obedience to thy pleasure, 
thou wilt order for me what thou knowest for the 
good and comfort of my soul/' 

Thus you see that all Mr. Bonnell's advances in 
the divine life^ did not raise him above the infinnities 
of humanity, and the incumbrances of flesh and 
blood. And this is matter of great peace to the pious 
but weak Christian, who labours under the same 
difficulties, and is apt to be too much dejected when 
assaulted by vain and worldly thoughts in prayer;* 
For these are trials which will exercise the faith and 
patience of the greatest favourites of God ; and from 
which only heaven will entirely set us free. But 
then if we would have peace of mind under these dis- ^ 
turbances, we must not only pray against them with 
Mr. BonnelFs zeal, but endeavour, as he did, to pre- 
vent or remove them. And some of the remediies 
which he prescribes for this disease, are these that 
follow: 

'* The happiest means of gaining recollection when 
we pray, is to have nothing to do but to pray. It 
is so hard to compose our thoughts, which are apt to 
fly after every trifle, and to find innumerable things 
to take them off from their duty; that we must go 
to work by art, and deal with them as we do with 
irrational creatures ; some of which (as hawks and 
horses) we hoodwink, when we would keep them 
intent on particular matters. We must shut all 
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oilier businesses out from our minds at that time. 
We must neither hare any thing to do ourselves, nor 
expose ourselves to be disturbed by others. We 
must not only enter into our closets, but shut our 
doors about us. The great art to attain this happi- 
ness lies in saying, * I hare nothing to do this half 
hour, but to wait on my God.' For if we determine 
ourselves to no time, but are in haste to do something 
else, as soon as we have done our prayers, it is a 
great hazard if ever we are recollected. This is 
spoken of the orderly course of our devotions^ when 
we have nothing amiss in our bodies or minds. But 
if either care, trouble, or indisposition, distract our 
thoughts, and make them apt to ramble frqjn our 
duty, there will be more pains still requisite : it is not 
enough to set ourselves a certain time, but we must 
lay aside so much at large, as will be necessary to 
recite our devotions attentively. If when your mind 
is in a good frame, a quarter of an hour is sufficient 
for this ; you are not to think much, if now you can 
be able to do it in a whole hour. That is, if you can 
recite your devotions so in an hour^ as to be able to 
attend to each article of them. For taking in the 
large intervals, in which (in such a case) your 
thoughts will be quite lost, and roving far away from 
the matter they are about, and in which time you 
proceed nothing at all in your devotions ; and that 
many times you will be forced to repeat that same 
sentence over and over again, before you will be able 
to acquit yourself of your duty, and attend to what 
you say : thrice your usual time, or more, may well 
be supposed to be spent ; and it is well if you come 
g6 
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off SO. From which we see, that patience is a virtue 
as necessary sometimes in devotion as in afflictions; 
and the want of patience does as often make oar 
devotions defective, as the want of recollection. 

*' Another rule to prevent distractions in prayer^ is 
to give no way to vain amusements out of it. By 
vain amusements, I mean> thinking of things that 
never will be, or perhaps never Can be; mere 
chimeras. It is a good mastery of our thoughts, to 
be able to reject these immediately, as soon as we 
reflect that our minds are busied about them : for, 
perhaps, our minds may be not a good way in them 
before we take notice of it. It is enough then, when 
we find it, to cast them out, and say, ' Away with 
this vain amusement : to what purpose this chimera? 
Why do I spend time and thought about it, who 
have so many necessary things to take up both V " 

Again, in another place, he advises thus. 

'* If thou art troubled with inattentiveness, and 
wandering thoughts in prayer, consider whence they 
spring, and that will discover what they are. If they 
are such, as depend upon any affection, or passion in 
thy heart, which is not yet mortified as it should be; 
then, believe me, they are unclean birds, and pollute thy 
sacrifice. If they spring from any thing that is thy 
burden, and which thou labourest to subdue; it is 
still a little better. . Be not discouraged, cast them 
from thee calmly, beg pardon, and pursue thy duty.. 
If they be the thoughts of business, in which thy 
affections are not concerned ; only that thou art un- 
happily engaged in an over-multiplicity of BSkm ; 
rid thy hands by degi^ees, as fast as thou canst, that 
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the waters may settle, and thy thoughts be free to 
wait upon God. For this diversion from his service 
is evil, but not to be helped till the bul»iness that 
feeds it be withdrawn. 

** Lastly, if the thoughts be only of indifferent 
matters and trifles, wandering on several things 
without coherence, to which thou hast neither affec- 
tion nor engagement : rouse up and awaken thyself; 
put thy heart into the presence of God, and lie naked 
before bis majesty. For this is the sleepiness of the 
bead, and the drowsiness of the senses. For as in 
sleep, our thoughts run incoherently to and fro ; so 
this is a degree of sleep, and thy thoughts ramble 
proportionably to this degree: but check tbem, 
awaken them, and bemoan thyself, and say; Pardon, 
O Lord, the behaviour of thy servant, so unsuitable 
to thy tremendous Majesty. Thy holy angels may 
justly have indignation against such a wretch as I am, 
that presume to treat the adorable majesty of their 
Lord with so little reverence and respect : while they, 
who are so much above me, so high in eminency and 
honour, yet pay thy infinite Majesty infinitely more 
awful homage. Ah! poor soul, what advantages 
dost thou lose of improving thy soul in grace ! What 
strength, what spiritual knowledge, what comfort, what 
humility, what divine love mightest thou have aC'r 
quired by dwelling in the presence of God, and sitting 
at his feet^ in this time, which thou hast perfectly 
lost in vanity and dreaming? Assist me, O my 
God, to conquer this evil also, and then my soul shall 
be happy in conversing with thee.'* 

I shall conclude the account of his devotions, with 
g6 
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a copy of his private prayers, which I find among his 
papers, which will give the reader a clearer view of 
Mr, Bonneirs piety, than any thing I am able to say 
of it, and which I hope many devout Christians will 
offer up to God with great comfort in their retirements. 

A PRAYER. 

Composed uQ Lord my God, heavenly Father! 

about the ^, - n « i • x i /» n 

year 109 1» Maker of all thmgs ; Judge of all men, most 
or 1692. worthy Judge eternal ; thou art a righte- 
ous judge, strong and patient, and thou art provoked 
every day ; and that by my wretchedness. I have 
sinned, what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver 
of men? God be merciful to me a sinner; mercy, 
mercy, O my God, in and through thy dear Son; 
accept of that full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfaction, which he hath offered upon 
the cross, not only for my sins, but for the sins of the 
world, on my behalf, and of thy infinite mercies 
make me partaker of it, O my most gracious Sa- 
viour, vouchsafe yet to own me before thy Father for 
thine, and obtain for me pardon and forgiveness for 
all my sins; Accept of me, O most merciful Father^ 
in him thy beloved Son, as thou hast enabled me 
humbly to offer up myself to thee through him; and 
grant me grace to serve thee faithfully, sincerely^ 
uprightly^ heartily, all my days. 

" Fill, O fill my soul with zeal for thy glory, and 
with longings for the coming of thy kingdom, that 
thou, O most gracious Lord Jesu, mayest see abun- 
dantly of thy seed, and of the travail of thy soul, 
and be comforted over all the trouble and sorrow 
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which thou hast endured for our sakes^ in bringing 
forth salvation to the world ; that thou mayest be 
exalted in the hearts of men, and that the kingdom 
of sin and Satan may be done away. Increase the 
number of thy own servants, strengthen their graces^ 
be glorified in them, and let their hearts ever rejoice 
in thee. Fill my soul with such a deep sense of thy 
wonderful love to us, and of thy bitter sufferings for 
us, as may provoke me, for thy sake, to love those 
souls whom thou«hast so tenderly loved, and so dearly 
bought ; and to endeavour to spend and be spent for 
them. 

^' Lord, have mercy upon us in these sinful nations : 
spare us, good Lord, we have grievously sinned : 
righteous are thy judgments which thou hast brought 
upon us ; pardon our crying sins, which have pro- 
voked them ; pardon our unreformedness under them. 
Pardon, mercifully pardon the unsuitable returns we 
have made to thy wonderful mercies. Be enti'eated 
for us, good Lord. Be glorified, if it be thy gracious 
will, by our reformation, and not by our destruction* 
Turn all our hearts to thee, from the highest to the 
lowest. Turn thou us, and so shall we be turned ; 
send forth a spirit of reformation into the midst of 
us, and make us a holy people. Stir up the hearts 
of thy servants whom thou hast set over us, that they 
may be zealous and happy instruments in thy hand 
of promoting this good work, and may be blessed ia 
their deed. Grant us princes to rule. in righteous- 
ness, and pastors after thy own heart. Send forth 
painful labourers into thy Church, and bless all that, 
wait at thy holy altar with soundness of doctrine and. 
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piety, and exemplariness of life and conversation, par- 
ticularly those for whom I am bound to pray. Grant 
that they may glorify thee on earth, and be glorified 
with thee in heaven. 

"Comfort, I implore, all thy poor servants that 
suffer for the testimony of a good conscience ; visit 
them, O gracious Lord, in all their prisons, their dun- 
geons, their galleys, their banishments, their distresses. 
Thou knowest them, thou seest them* under all : O 
stay their souls upon thee, and let their lives be pre- 
cious in thy sight, and their deaths right dear. Sup- 
ply abundantly to all their souls the want of thy holy 
ordinances, so richly vouchsafed to us, and in thy 
good time deliver them, as thou hast so wonderfully 
and graciously delivered us. O that our whole souls 
may rejoice in thee, and bless thee for these thy won- 
derful mercies to us ; O make us faithful to thee in all 
our holy vows and engagements. 

** Vouchsafe to bless thy servants (my sister and 
her husband) with the fear of thy holy name, and with 
grace to bring up their children in thy fear ; O that 
they and theirs may be thine. Bless all my near re- 
lations and dear friends, make them thy servants. 
Bless and reward all my benefactors ; bless all whom 
I have injured by word or deed, in soul, body, goods, 
or good name. Of thy infinite mercy pardon these 
my sins, and remove the evil effects and influences of 
my sins, wheresoever they have reached. Reward a 
hundred-fold into the bosom of all that offer up, or 
have oflfered up prayers unto thy Majesty in my be- 
half; bless them, good Lord, and all that belong to 
them. 

11 
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** Be gracioui^ to all of us, whom thoii hast admitted 
at any time together to thy holy table ; strengthen 
our hearts, O most gracious Lord Jesus, in thy ways; 
strengthen us against all and each of our temptations 
aud difficulties in life, and make us more than con* 
querors in thy love. Let the thoughts of thy wonder- 
-ful love be ever sweet to our souls, and to my soul, 
and let us love to meditate thy bitter sufferings. [' O 
fit and prepare our hearts, whom thou dost sacrament 
now invite to feast with thee, at this holy ''®®^' 
time approaching, that our hearts may burn within • 
us, while thou art pleased to converse with us, that 
thou mayest then vouchsafe to be known to us in 
breaking of bread.'] O let us not be of the world, as 
thou wert not of it ; keep us from the evil of it, till 
thou shalt bring us to thyself in peace* 

" O my Father, O my God, I am in thy hand, and 
rejoice above all things in being so ; do with me what 
seems good in thy sight ; only grant me pardon for 
those sins which continually provoke thy rod, and 
sanctify every stroke of it to me ;*make it effectual to 
wean my heart from the world, and from all sinful 
. affections, and root out the remains of my sinfully 
contracted habits, that I may be pure and holy be- 
fore thee, and unreproveable in thy sight. 

'^ O be gracious to all thy poor servants that are 
in misery and distress of mind, body, or estate, all 
that lie on the bed of sickness, all that want the com* 
forts that I enjoy : ease them, gracious Lord, and re- 
lieve them, give them patience under thy hand, sub- 
mission to thy will, and a happy issue, in thy good 
tme, out of all their afflictions ; and give me a heart 
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to assist and relieve them according to the abilities 
thou givest me^ as a faithful steward of those good 
things thou hast entrusted me with for their use. 

" O grant me a thankful heart for all thy mercies; 
for thy infinite goodness in making me thy own handy- 
worky and giving me a being capable to love thee ! 
For all thy fatherly tenderness to me, care of me, and 
gracious dealings with me in my whole life» For thy 
wonderful patience and forbearance in not cutting me 
off in my sins, but exercising me with thy adorable 
gracious providences, to awaken and bring off my 
soul from sin and folly ; for delivering me out of all 
my daligers, and from all my fears and terrors. For 
making me thy care hitherto, and giving me the com* 
fortable hopes that thou dost and wilt continue me 
so : for calling me to rejoice before thee, for making 
me to sit as an acceptable guest at thy table, treating 
me as a reconciled friend, giving me the sacrifice of 
thy dear Son, whom my sins had slain, in token of 
thy perfect reconcilement to me, and passing by all 
my unworthiness. For loving us, and that so, as to 
give him, the Son of love, out of thy bosom for our 
redemption. For finding thyself a ransom for us, 
which we could not have thought of, which we dared 
not to have asked. For that thy inconceivable love, 
O most gracious Lord Jesu, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, who takest away the sins of the world, which 
thou hast borne, and dost bear to us ; which brought 
thee from thy Father's glory to visit us, to take upon 
tbee our nature, to become miserable with us, and to 
humble thyself to th^ lowest condition of men : for 
-all the good which thou hast done, and the evil which 
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thou hast suffered for us in thy body and in thy soul; 
For all that bitter pain, and shame, and sorrow of thy 
soul unto death : for the agony and bloody sweat, and 
terrors and dereliction of thy Father^ which thou hast 
endured for and from my sins, in making atonement 
for them to thy Father's wrath, which they had pro^ 
voked. (O that I may add no more to this sad weight, 
but may be faithful to thy love for ever.) For those 
tender expressions of thy love vouchsafed to thy ser- 
vants and followers, to shew us how much thou lovest 
mankind, and to provoke our hearts to love thee, the 
tenderest of lovers. For those comforting and en* 
oouraging words to them, while thy soul so much 
needed to be comforted. For those kind invitations 
to us to pray unto thee, and in thy name ; for praying 
for us upon earth, interceding for us continually in 
heaven. For promising to visit us^ and to comfort us 
with thy Spirit, and fullGilling thy word so graciously 
to thy servants. For promising to prepare places fot 
us, and to take us to thyself: O fit us for thyself, and 
let our souls long to be with thee. 

'* For granting me to be bom in thy Church, and 
of religious parents ; for washing me in thy baptism^ 
making me a lively member of thy body, and instruct- 
ing me in thy doctrine of truth and holiness. For 
permitting me to love thee ; for bringing me to thy 
table, and making me rejoice before thee : for pardon*** 
ing my sins, and saying that thou art the propitiation 
for them, and presenting me to thy Father reconciled 
in thyself. For feeding my soul with thy precious 
body and blood, giving me those pledges of thy love^ 
and assured, conveyances of grace, and strength, and 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



138 THE EXEMPLARY L17E OF 

comfort^ and immortal happiness vnth thyself. For 
saying to my soul so graciously, that thou wouldest 
not have given me these good things if thou wert not 
reconciled to me, that thou art my Sieiviour, and wilt 
be my Saviour for ever, and that this thy precious 
blood shall save me from the terrors of the great day. 
O pardon my unworthiness of these thy inestimable 
favours, and pardon my sins against thy love. 

'' Sanctify the friendship which thou hast granted 
me with [these] thy servants ; O that our prayers may 
be heard for each other,, while our hearts are united 
in thy fear and love, and graciously unite them more 
and more so. Strengthen the hearts of us thy ser- 
vants against all our corruptions and. temptations, en- 
able us to consecrate ourselves faithfully and entirely 
to thy service, grant that we may provoke each other 
to love and serve thee, and grow up together before 
thee in thy fear and love, to thy heavenly kingdom ; 
and by thy infinite mercies vouchsafe to bring us to 
rejoice together before thee for ever. 

" Out of thy fulness, O most gracious Lord Jesus, 
let me receive grace for grace, humility, meekness, 
purity, holiness^ resoluteness and constancy in devo- 
tion, attentiveness and recollection of mind in coming 
before thee ; patience in waiting upon thee, weaned- 
ness from the world ; resigation to thy holy will, and 
contentedness in all conditions; sincerity and upright- 
ness of heart before thee, my God, and towards thee, 
my God, and towards all men, and universal charity. 

*^ I adore thy condescending love, O Lord God our 
sanctifier, in giving thyself to thy creatures, and vouch* 
safing to be with thy Church and servants always ; 
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to assist; sanctify, strengthen and comfort us; to 
carry on and perfect the work of redemption in each 
of our hearts; to seal us to thy heavenly kingdom^ to 
unite us to thyself^ and to each other, by vouchsafing 
to be the Lord and principal of all our life : for thy 
gracious motions and holy inspirations to me a wretch ; 
O pardon my rebellings against thee, my grievings of 
thee ; be not provoked to leave my poor soul ; gra- 
ciously assist me, and make me meekly attentive and 
readily obedient to all thy secret motions^ that thou 
mayest conform me in all things to thy holy will. 

'' O my God, I praise thee for thy continual pre* 
servation of me ; for thy fatherly protection over me* 
[(*) the night past, for refreshing me with /»x ^^ ^^^ 
comfortable sleep, and bringing me in 6ay,<<thcday 
peace to the light of this day,] and for all ^l^ng me 
the outward comforts which thou sur- '^ peace to 
roundest me with, for the measure of now h^Sne 
health and strength which thou givest me, *^^®'" 
and for leave now humbly to pray unto thee : O ac- 
cept of my poor services, pardon the sinfulness of 
these^ and of all my holy duties : receive me into thy 
gracious protection and keeping [(*) this. . 

day.] Let me be in thy fear all the day ^ ^ ^^^ 
long, and set thee before my face continually : O bless 
me and all my dear friends [(*) this day (») This night 
especially] with the blessings of thy especially. , 
children. Amen." 
, Our Father, &c. 
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Undressing, say the fourth Psalm. 

Kneeling doton before steppit^ into bed. 

" Good Lord, pardon my sins against thy love : let 
me lie down this night i-econciled to thee my God« 
and in peace and charity with all the world." 

V At lying down. 

" Lord, pardon my unworthiness of the least of all 
thy mercies, particularly of these comfortable conve- 
niences which thy fatherly tenderness doth provide 
for my repose ; sanctify them to me, O gracious Lord^ 
and comfort all that want them ; all that are now in 
pain, sickness, trouble, sorrow, and all that labour in 
the agony of death. Grant that I may lie down with 
thee, and rise up with thee^ and when I awake up» 
whether in life or in eternity, O let me be present with 
thee. Fill my heart with thy fear and love, and 
vouchsafe to be the first and last in all my thoughts ; 
that whether sleeping or waking, living or dying, I 
may be thine. O thou Shepherd of Israel, who never 
slumberest nor sleepest, vouchsafe to watch over me, 
and keep me this night, and preserve me from sin and 
danger, and all illusions of the enemy, for thy infinite 
mercies. Amen." 

Waking in the night. 

*' I adore thy condescending Majesty, O my God, 
who vouchsafest thyself to be the pilot of the sfaipi 

« 
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the charioteer of the chariot, which carries me lying 
at ease and peace, through the seas and wilderness of 
this night : tiiou art near to me, and I desire to speak 
to thee, to bless thee, and adore thee, who art so near 
to me. Amen." 

Waking in the morning* 

'* O my God, who hast vouchsafed to carry me 
through the seas of this night, and to set me down 
in peace and safety on the shore of this day, where I 
would be, among my acquaintance of the things of 
this world ; let me not enter into conversation with 
them, tiH I have first payed my humble homage to 
thee, my most adorable and gracious God. I lift my 
heart to thee." 

Firsi getting out of bed, kneeling, 

*' To thee, my most adorable Preserver, I humbly 
offer up my preserved self; my body, my soul, my 
members, my senses, my faculties^ my thoughts, my 
words, my desires, my inclinations, my affections, my 
actions, to be governed, guided, and sanctified by 
thee, and to be made conformable to thy holy will 
this day and always. Amen/' 

Washing, 

" Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness, and 
cleanse me from my sin.. O wash me with thy pre- 
cious blood, O most gracious Lord Jesus, who hast 
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loved US, and washed us from our sins. Except thou 
wash me^ I have no part in thee. Thou hast made 
me sensible that I stand in need of thy amazing con- 
descension to be washed from the stains which I daily 
contract, that thou mayest engage me to practise daily 
the same condescension to my Christian brethren. 
Amen." 

Kneeling dotm in the day-time. 

'* O my God, to thee I humbly offer up myself^ 
accept of me graciously to be thine in thy dear Son. 
Thou hast made me what I am, and given me what I 
have; I live by thee, O that I may live to thee. By 
thee I am this moving body, and this thinking soul. 
O that both may pay homage to thee ; thou uphold- 
est and sustainest me every moment, I am a living 
monument of thy mercy, O that I may be a living 
monument of thy praise : glory be to thee, O Lord, 
most high. Amen." 

Thus did Mr. Bonnell discharge the great duty of 
prayer, in every part of it, both pubUc and private: 
and as he prayed without ceasing, so he was a con- 
stant and devout guest at the Lord's table : and, there- 
fore^ I now come to shew what his practice was, with 
respect to the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

He was very early touched with a lively sense of 
his obligations to commemorate our Saviour's passion, 
in that holy mystery ; and I find from his own medi- 
tations, that as he improved in knowledge and years, 
his desires after that divine feast grew stronger still. 
For there he found all the endearing comforts of rdi- 
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gion ; God's goodness displayed, and his justice satis- 
fied: the contemplation of which gives the truest 
peace and joy to humble and penitent minds. 

A great part of his private writings consist of me- 
ditations preparative to the Sacrament, or thanks- 
givings after it: so that for several years of his life, 
hardly a week passed over, but he put down some 
communion thoughts in writing ; some meditation or 
prayer upon the love of God to mankind ; or some 
part of our Saviour's hfe or sufferings ; especially 
during the late troubles, when he needed the supports 
of religion most, and seems to have enjoyed them in 
a greater degree than at other times. 

After his settling in Dublin, his constant practice, 
for many years, was, to communicate twice every 
month ; beside all the solemn times, when the Holy 
Sacrament is administered. But such longing de- 
sires had he after that sacred memorial of our Sa- 
viour's love, that he could not allow himself to want 
it whenever it might be had ; so that at last, he re- 
ceived every Lord's-day. 

Though his life was a constant preparation for the 
Holy Communion, yet he had very strict and particu- 
lar retirements in order to put his mind into that di- 
vine frame, which he judged so necessary for near 
and solemn approach to God : and these happy re- 
tirements were employed in strict examinations of his 
life and a severe enquiry after his smallest failings ; 
and the warmest meditations upon the love of God, 
and bitter passion of our blessed Saviour. And in 
his latter years, he lamented nothing more, than that 
his time was so taken up with business, that his re- 
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tirements were interrupted ; and, consequently, his 
thoughts not so much his own as they used to be : 
and particularly, it troubled him that he was oftea 
forced to be late at his office on Saturdays, lest his 
going to the Sacrament the next day, might have an 
ill effect upon his servants ; and tempt them to pre- 
sume too far, and approach the Lord's table without 
sufficient preparation : " For though/' as he would 
sometimes say, " I steal minutes at my office, they 
are not enough to satisfy myself, much less to giva 
good example to others." 

, As it was his great study to prepare himself aright 
for the Holy Sacrament, that so he might come to it 
with a truly penitent heart, a lively faith, and in« 
flamed affections ; so during the whole administration, 
60 intense were his thoughts, so earnest were his 
prayers, that those who were near, and observed hini« 
hardly ever beheld him without tears ; which he con- 
cealed as much as he could, by keeping close in the 
most private corner of the seat ; and he was forced to 
take some time, to make his face fit to appear beTore 
the congregation. For though a sorrowful counte- 
nance does very well become every devout, communi- 
cant; yet his principal and constant practice was, to 
avoid every thing that might make him observed 
by others, or any way raise the character of his 
piety among men ; reserving that chiefly to the eye 
of God. 

When he returned from church, he immediately 
retired into his closet, and spent a considerable time 
in his own private prayers and praises. And as his 
wife was still his fellow-communicant ; so with her 
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he prayed before dinner, " Blessing God for that 
happy opportunity given them both, of commemo- 
rating our Saviour's sufferings, and receiving the 
pledges of his reconciled favour ; and praying for all 
those who had been partakers with them that day, or 
at any other time, of those blessed, means of grace, 
which they had then received." 

That unhappy controversy, which disturbs our 
church, about the posture in receiving the Holy Sa- 
crament, wa9 a great trouble to him : his great humi- 
lity did then, in a particular manner, prompt him to 
faU low on his knees. And in one place, speaking of 
the Sacrament, he thus delivers his sense of that 
dispute. 

'' What need these nice disputes about posture in 
this holy exercise ? We sit at God's table, though 
we kneel in the church. The favour and the privi- 
lege he grants us, is that of acceptable guests, who 
have leave to sit in his presence, and at meat with 
him. It is our souls that sit ! well may our bodies 
be as they that serve. The table, which we call the 
holy altar, is but a shelf of wood : God's table is a 
spiritual thing ; it implies privilege, and favour, and 
honour, and freedom : and those that are admitted 
to this divine feast, sit at his table, whatever posture 
their bodies be in. Were Christ indeed on earth, 
the table he sat at, we should expect (if we were 
favoured) to sit at too ; because equality in posture 
is honour ; but now he sits not at this outward table 
which is before us ; why then should we ? The 
food which we receive, comes not from thence to 
'US, but from heaven. We sit at the table from 

H 
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alienee our food comes* It is tme* on >our table, 
•the holy elements are impregnated with the mate- 
rials of life; like the first fmmii^g of a living enet^ 
ture^ or embryo, before it is quickened: but they 
are quickened with spiritual life» only upon the &ith 
of each reoetver, which Grod hath efftoiuteditobe the 
concurring instrument, or means of this divine qiuck- 
ening. Then they become to us the seeds of glory, 
and the assared conveyanees of fipiritudnaurishmeiH, 
and immortal happiness. And as such they come to 
us from a higher taUe : and while we are admitted 
to sit at that table, well may we be content, and well 
.does it become us, to kneel outwardly in the chuncb. 
While we sit with the church triumphant, well may 
we be content to kneel with the church militant. 

'^ O Lord, while my body kneels outwardly in thy 
house, and my soul sits at thy mystical table in thy 
presence, through thy great favour : (for it is diou, 
my most merciful Saviour, bast been pleased to bring 
me, and seat me there, <dse how diould I have dared 
to have appeared ?) what is the food thou wilt give 
me from this thy table ? It is immortal love^ wrapt 
up in bread. Surely then this is glorious bread* 
which contains so infinite a treasure, and may well 
be called thy body, and the pledge of thy love. And 
is immortal love the mystical food of our souls ? 
most loving Savkmr, who vi^rt content to have thy 
body broken, that thou mightest nqurish and susHtain 
us with this precious, food ; give us ever of this bread, 
and be it unto us .according to thy gracious intentions. 
Amen." . 

His meditations upon the Sacrament are very nur 
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meroufi; 9^ I have already ^aid ; so tbat, instead of 
being inserted m a life, tbey would make almost a 
i^biQfte themseliires. A spiiit of i^ranitJrre piety mm 
through them : and it pJeinly appears that the au^ 
tbor of them sp<^e from his Wrt, and was deeply 
affected with the subject about which he wix>te. i 
shall here give the reader a tasite of them ; and by 
these few that here jfollow, he may mak£ a judgment 
of the rest. 

** We pray to Ood, and our Saviour, for pardon 
by his agony and bitter sufferings ; how does this 
oblige God to pardon .us? What right have we to 
insist on these, and nepreseot them before God? 
Women indeed expostulate with their hnsbands, by 
the common pledges of their love:; ^dr jchildren, by 
their mutual ^endearments : a^d ^sometimes one friend 
with another, by Uieir common sufiS^ings in the same 
cause. And it is an argument prevailing upon bus- 
man naitore^ to yield to what is so desired. But still 
Aere m«st be something consonoa. We must -have a 
share, and interest ourselves in what we so plead by« 
if we h(^ to prevail. Wben> therefore, we use this 
sort of exposUdation with God aa the strongest and 
highest argument to obtain what we desire, there 
must be something common in what we plead by, or 
the argument loseth its foisoe. Because the Son of 
God endured bitter.9ufferings, what .then ? What is 
that to OS, if we are strwgers to these sufferings? 
It is like the case our Saviour himself puts ; ' Thou 
hast prophesied in our streets, we have eaten and 
drank sn thy presence.* To whom he will reply, * What 
then ? Ye are strangers to me, I know you not.' So 
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that it is not enough, that the Son of God hath suf- 
fered for us ; we must haye a common share in tip 
and be mutual sufferers with him, and then indeed 
we have leave to expostulate with God by bis suf* 
ferings, and shall prevail : we have a kind of right to 
mention them^ and God will graciously be wrought 
upon by it. !&ut how shall we be mutuistl sufferers 
with him ? By laying to heart what he hath suffered 
for us; by being wounded with his wounds^ and 
bruised with his strokes; by having the reproaches of 
them that reproached him fall on us ; by having our 
souls sorrowful with his soul, even unto death ; by 
trembling at the wrath of God due to our sins, which 
caused him such amazement, in making atonement 
for them. Let us go to Mount Calvary^ and endea- 
vour to put ourselves in his place. We are they. 
Lord, who have sinned, let us suffer the pains. Thou 
hast done nothing amiss, why then should thy holy 
body suffer these tortures? Thy righteous soul fed 
this anguish ? But since we cannot bring thee down, 
nor exchange conditions with thee, O that we could 
give thee one moment's ease ! O that we had not so 
sinned, as to procure these thy tortures ! O wretches 
that we are ! to have brought this load upon thee ! 
See, O my soul, what thou hast done ! They have 
brought thy greatest friend, the beloved of God^ his 
only Son, the everlasting Prince, to this sad condition! 
Canst thou see it without trembling ? Canst thou see 
it and live ? It would be grief extraordinary, only to 
see him in this condition ; what heart could not be 
moved at it, that knows who it is that suffers ? But 
to be thyself the guilty cause of it, oughtest thou not 
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Id wish, that the like pains might fall on thee^ and 
diat thou mightest suffer with him a little, to cover 
thy confusion ? For this confusion to an ingenuous 
soul, that truly stood by our Lord in this condition^ 
would certainly be a torment so great, that one would 
almost wish to hang on a cross to divert it by a new 
jMun. O my Redeemer, if knowing what I now know^ 
I had stood by thy cross, I hope the confusion of my 
soul would be nothing less than what I have here de- 
scribed. Since then, I believe thee to have suffered 
all this, as much as if I had stood by thee, and that 
thou art pleased to represent thy sufferings often 
again to us, and to be set forth as evidently crucified 
among us: O strengthen my imagination and my 
fidth^ from mystical representation of bread and wine^ 
broken and poured out, to pass to thy real sufferings^ 
and take up some of those affections, some degree of 
that confusion (if, alas ! I cannot take up the whole 
of it) which I should be seized with at thy actual cru- 
cifixion : then may I have leave, O my Saviour, having 
suffered with thee, to plead with thy Father by thy 
sufferings. By the agony of thy soul, when thou 
didst make atonement for sins> pardon my sins, and 
have mercy on me. Wherefore didst thou endure 
diat agony, but to obtain remission of sins, that thou 
mightest distribute, and give it to those that humbly 
cry unto thee for it ; that thou mightest give gifts 
unto men of the trophies purchased with thy blood ? 
My soul is wounded by thy agony ; O let me partake 
of the fruits of it David's law was, that those that 
stayed by the stuff, should share vrith those that took 
the spoil : Lord, who is able to bear thee company in 
H 3 
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tby grief ow conflict I Welik and fMbt we must he 
kft behmd : bu4 oiur a6ul goes alo&g^ with thee^ ia 
bound up with thine, and is wbcdly filled with cooh 
earn for the^, O let us partake of the frnit of thy fai^ 
boursy of the issues of thy sufieriogs* Thou bast ob- 
tained pardon and peace; O bestow iome share of it 
upon thy aetyailts. 

'' Let ine go on, O my Lord» to suffer with thee, 
while I Uve in this sinning world. >Q yoMchsafe ta 
let me have a share in tby suifefingH^ and apeak 
peace to my soul ; that I may pass my dagrs in an 
bumble cof^dence here, and rejoice with thee one 
day hereafter^ in forgetting both thinci. and my misery 
and trouble. Anien^" 

, At another tfane he- offered up the followiiig pray«r# 
lyith respect to ertery part of ous Sarionr^s bitter pa9« 
aion ; the oonwiemoratlltg of whiob> is tbe- priacipii 
m!yi of tbe Holy ConMoonnioi^. . 
. " O my. Saviour, Omy God ! By thy lying proa- 
trate on the earth ia a. cold night; and thy soul's 
being exceeditlg sorrowful^ eVen uttto death-: by thy 
grievous agony,, in which thou didst sweat drops of 
blood, between thy wonderful love tothy chnrdi, aa»l 
the infirmity of thy bumank nature^ which drsfw back 
^t tbe apprehension of those suffeitngs which tfaow 
wert to pass through for us: by thy thrice lifting i^ 
atrong cries to thy Fathler^ to remove from thes that 
bitter cup. if ii had been bis wiU„ and beea possible 
for his justice, otherwise to be satisfied ; by the firm 
se^olution which thou ^didst take up, to go. through 
that great work for our sakes ; and;by thy meek re-' 
signing thys^f to tby Father's wil^, and ready: con^ 
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eurriiig inih his wondecfdiove to us, in designing to 
perfect our redemptioti^ by thy sorrows : by thy being 
betrayed by tby own disciple, and suffering that 
sinful wieich to kiss, thy blessed lips : by thy being 
sq^ebcnded^ jradely bounds hurned away as a nMde>« 
fiietoc.: by tby being fersakaen of all thy diseiplesr, 
nod. none of theni daring, to own,, or stand by thee: 
by ^ beiii^ msulted over, and treaded as the meanest 
skve, wtthottt respect or pity, aad carried to and fro 
ftom magisllrate to magistrate, from tribunal, to tri* 
hinial,and erery where fadsely accused : by thy being 
buffeted and spit upon, mocked and reviled : by thy 
being crowned with thorns, rudely pressed down on 
Ay sacred head, and entering into thy temples: by 
thy being: arrayed in a mock habit, and ar reed put 
intotfty band, instead of a sceptre: by thy befaig 
sentenced to death as a orinSiinal, and condemned to 
the riieBt, most painful and reproachful kind of 
death : by iJky being scourged by merciless hands ; 
the plougheis ploughing upon thy back, and making 
long furrows : by thy being loaded with a heavy cross : 
by^thy b^ng stripped of thy clothes, and fastened to 
it with liails, struck through the most tender and ner* 
vons peorts, thy hands and thy feet ; so that the iron 
entered itiU> thy very soul : by thy being crucified in 
the midst between two malefactors, as if thou hadst 
been the greatest of them: by thy being reared up 
on tibie cross, and the wei^t of thy body hanging on 
four wounds: by thy being exposed naked to the 
View of the world, bearing the shame, as w^l as the 
tonnentof my sin : by thy furecious blood issuing, out 
oi tiiy woundi, and forming a laver for my sins, and 
h4 
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of the whole world: by the feverish heat of thy 
whole body, occasioned by the extremity of thy 
pains : by thy tongue's cleaving to the roof of thy 
mouth, and having vinegar given thee when thou 
wert thirsty, thy soul in the mean time more vehe* 
mently thirsting after our solvation : by thy having 
refused the wine, and myrrh, which was given thee 
to stupify thy senses, because thou wouldst feel all 
the pain of thy crucifixion for us, in its greatest sharps 
neds, without the least mitigation : by the tender re- 
gard which thou hadst in the midst of thy violent 
pains, for thy holy mother, and beloved disciple: 
by the sword which pierced through her soul, and 
the sorrow which wounded his spirit, and the extreme 
affliction which overwhelmed them both, to- behold 
thee suffering : by the gracious comforts vouchsafed 
the "penitent thief^ in the midst of thy own distress: 
by the anguish of thy soul, not to be expressed, in 
beholding the wrath of thy Father^ so hotly flaming 
against us, fof those sins of ours which thou didst 
bear in thy own body on the tree; and that too under 
so great weakness of body, that both made thee cry 
out, * My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me i* 
By thy voluntary giving up the ghost, (when thou 
mightest have brought down thyself from the crosa, 
and that no man could take away thy life from thee,) 
that the work of our redemption might be finished 
by thee : by thy blessed side being pierced with a 
spear, entering into thy hearty and letting out the 
last remains of thy blood, that thou mightest shed all 
of it for us, and give full proof to the world, of thy 
being truly dead : by thy soul's being separated from 
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tliy body, (that desirable union being violently dis- 
solved) and its passing into the state of the dead; 
and of perfect separation 4 and sanctifying that mid-^ 
die state to thy servants, for their souls to rest in till 
the resurrection. 

'^ By all these several sorts and degrees of thy 
sufferings : by all this bitter pain, and sorrow, and 
shame, and agony, and anguish, which thou didst 
endure in thy body, and in thy soul, for miserable 
men, and for me a miserable wretch : 

" Have mercy upon me. 

** For wherefore didst thou suffer all this for us, and 
for me, but that thou mightest have mercy upon me? 
My sins, O Lord, have occasioned all this to thee; 
for less than this would not have atoned for them. 
Though in respect of thee, who wert the sufferer, O 
thou eternal Son of God, these thy sufferings are suffi- 
cient to atone for innumerable worlds : yet since thou 
didst suffer them for me, I beseech thee^ by the re- 
membrance of all their bitterness, to have mercy 
upon me : thou didst suffer the shame, and the pain, 
and the sorrow due to my sins ; O pardon those sins 
which thou hast so dearly atoned for. 

" Since then, O my Saviour, thou commandest me 
to commemorate these thy sorrovfs, and to do this in 
remembrance of thee ; Amen. I will do it in remem** 
brance that I have wounded, and grieved, and bruised 
thee : in remembrance that I have made thee behold 
the wrath of thy Father, and separated thy precious 
blood from thy body, which thou preparest to give my 
soul. But at the same time, the thoughts of thy 

H 5 
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wonderful love inr the midst of tkj pains and sor- 
rows, must yield my soul unspeakable delight: 
wherefore, while I am grieved with thy grief, I wiU 
feast myself in the pleasures and triumphs of thy 
love* I will partake of thy torments, and also of 
thy joys, which thy love did yidd in the midst of thy 
agonies." 

I shall add only one sacramental meditation more ; 
which shews how his thoughts and time were usually 
employed after the Communion; being composed 
upon his return home from that heavenly feast. 

" The glory of my God with his heavenly host, 
filled the place; God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, were all there, beholding and accepting their 
little flocks. The angels were pleased to take know- 
ledge o£ these candidates for Heaven, that they 
might be acquainted wifth them, when they should 
arrive in thdur happy mansions* My Saviour im* 
pregnated the consecrated dements, and in a manner 
embodied himself there; yet still remaining where 
he was, filling heaven and earth, but more particularly 
our chancel, saying to us, and to me an undeserving 
guest; [You are all my friends, and worthy, whatever 
your sins be, through my su£kri»gs«} I received 
my blessed Saviour into my heart, nay the whole 
Trinity ; for the unity of the Father, and the power 
of the Spirit, accompanied the sa^eared taction : bttrt> O 
my soul, let not what is past content thee : thirst 
more and more after thy dear Lord, and give up thy-> 
self entirely to him ; let there be no reserve : but in 
body, mind, and spirit, desire to be made a fit re- 
ceptacle for him. And let all that belongs to thee> 
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be his ; in entire resignation of it to the will of God, 
and resolving to part with what ia eanvenient, for the 
relief of his pocrmembers* 

'' How blessed an institution is this, O my adorable 
Savionr! What ooold have been fonnd out com* 
parable to it to quicken ue in holiness ! How does 
it aetaate all our thoughts, and set all our powers 
awork ! How does it entertain our minds« and fill 
onr souls ! Like the disoipies going to Emmaus, our 
hearts bum within us, and are full of amazing wonder 
at thy rich meroy ! Before I come to thy holy table, 
trifles divert my mind, and mgage my thoughts ; but 
when I come from thence^ my heart is all joy and 
wonder; all adoration and praise; all sacrifice and 
resignation; courage and resolution. How is my 
Ssmour to be adored for this wise and gracious instf-^ 
tntioD, who has provided so ^ectually for his faith- 
ful servaiRts, to the world's end ! Be thou ever adored, 
O marciful Jesu, O my Ood, and my Lord ! For thy 
wonderful designs of love and mercy to the sons of 
men. Amen.'' 

From the preceding aecount of Mr. 
BonneH's constancy and behaviour at the K^ourob/^ 
Hohr Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; wrverof the 

, , «« i. 1 . »i. ^ , » Lord's Day. 

the reader will of himself conclude, that 
be was a religious observer of the Lord's*day ; and 
sueb he was in a very strict manner^ giving it en- 
tirely up to the seiTice of God, and exercises of re- 
ligion. He bad private and family devotions suited 
to the day; and all his dressing time he employed in 
repeating ps^hns, which had most relation to the 
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business of it, as the 84th, 116th, 118th, and I22d, 
and others, as his time allowed him. 

He expressed a great dislike to the practice of 
some families, in making the Lord's*day a day of 
pubhc feasting and entertainment; insomuch that 
most of their servants are deprived of the benefits of 
it, being to them, neither a day of rest nor devotion. 
To this purpose, I find the following remark of his 
upon David's refusing to drink the water of Beth- 
lehem, which three of his mighty men had hazarded 
their lives to bring him, 2 Sam. xxiii. 17. " Is not 
this the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of 
their lives, therefore he would not drink it. Thou/' 
says he to himself, " goest to churchy and enjoyest 
the ordinance of God : thy servant stays at home to 
dress thee perishing food. How knowest thou bat it 
is to the jeopardy of her eternal life ? Fear to eat of 
that meat which costs so dear." This practice he 
remedied in his own family as much as he could, 
without turning the day entirely into a fast. He ge* 
nerally upon the Lord's-day, had no cdmpany but his 
own family; that so no reserves might hinder him 
from entertaining them with religious discourse. But 
if other company were with him, he would be talking 
to his servants about the sermon, and bring in some 
religious subject to be discoursed of ; and if abroad, 
he used the same method, but with his usual modesty 
and caution. 

The Lord*s-day evenings he chose to spend alone, 
or in such company where religion might be the only 
entertainment. But the rarity of such company, 
made him at last resolve to visit none upon that 
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day but the sick^ or the afflicted ; and to decline 
receiving visits as much as possible ; desiring to con« 
verse only with God and his own thoughts^ till it 
was time to call his family together. Then he exa- 
mined his servants^ and instructed them in the great 
principles and duties of religion. Then he usually 
read to them some plain pious book for about an hour 
together ; then one or more chapters in the Bible, and 
so went to prayers; concluding the day with his other 
devotions; only large additions of prayers and 
praises proper to it. Thus did he answer, in his prac^ 
tice, the end of the institution of the Lord's-day, 
making it a truly Christian sabbath ; a day, not so 
much of rest as religion, and a happy type of that 
eternal sabbath which the saints enjoy in Heaven ; 
who rest for ever from their labours, yet are for ev^r 
employed in the work of thanksgiving and praise. 

I shall here add his judgment of the necessity of 
observing the Lord*s-day, and keeping it strictly holy. 

** The Lord blessed the seventh day, to the pur- "^ 
poses of piety and spiritual benefit of his servants; 
yea, and it shall be blessed. This is not a branch of 
the ceremonial law ; for from the beginning of the 
world, the Lord hath established a blessing upon the 
seventh day, making it a mark and characteristic of 
his servants from the rest of the world, who take nio 
notice of a seventh day ; an outward sign of his ever- 
lasting covenant with them from the beginning to the 
end of the world. He hath sanctified a seventh part 
of our time to himself, and as he heretofore sanctified 
the Temple, as a t}rpe of our Emmanuel, of our Sa- 
viour's manhood ; and gave great privileges to^ the' 
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prayers diat wer« o£Eered up to him in it, or towards 
it; sa hathfae safiek^ed eveiy seipfiith day of oar 
time, as a type of tbat eternal day of hoUneBSi and of 
Feat, which we shall enjoy in the presence and com^ 
pany of our Lord in Heaven. . Fear not then, my 
sOttl, the day is blessed ; whatever thou offevest np to 
thy Grod on this day, shall have a double acceptance ; 
and whatever good thii^ tfaon desirest on this daj^ 
shall hftve a speedy answer- This is the acceptable 
time« in which God will bear tbee^ this is the Lonl% 
own daty which he haHi blessed, and in which he will 
bless thee. ' On^ tsiua heed,, that thott 
keep the covenant of d&0 Ldrdy and sanctify 
this his day/ (For most wise reasons he hath. ap» 
pomted it,, as easoitisl and necesBEoxy to t&e improve* 
meat of onr S011I& Fot whioso looka into the world, 
and sees how men are apt to be engaged to it, and for-* 
get thm eternal honne; will soon think, that oifee day 
in seven, is as Etile as caa be, to revive and maintain 
in their senlsv st true sense of tfamgs.) ' Then will 
thy. God bring^ thee to his holy moantoin, 
ami make thee joyful in his House of prayer; 
thyfanml^oftiingsand tkysamfices shall be accented 
on his hoiyakni;' Thy devotions^ and thy servioBs 
shall be accepted that day (more especially) in iris 
ttgbt, tibcwgh the Mediator of the covenant, theLcftd 
Jesus. Amen." 

In anodwr pkee he speaks to the same purpose. 

** The Christian Chu«cii assumed the festivtria of 
the Jewsy at rightly belongings to them : for the diings 
wfaadi tb^ were kept in remembrance of, were fid- 
filled in oar Saviour; and, therefore, the same festivals 
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were to be kept by Christians^ in remembranee of this 
ful&Uing. Thus the Fassover: was the type of our 
Saviour's suffering, and tmnsferred to our Easter : the 
Feast of Tabernacles, to Christnias^ in remembrance 
of God's having pitched his tabemade among men. 
And so the Sabbath transfen^ed from an outward to a 
spiritual rest, in remembrance of Christ's having per- 
fected the work of our redemption, and our rest from 
sin procured thereby : so that we are not to look upon 
it as a Jewish, but a Chrisitian festival ; for to do 
otherwise, in blamed by the Apostle^ and paralleled 
with setting up of circumcision. 

'^The Jews observed the Sabbath for a long time, 
only as. a day of rest, and not of holy exercises. The 
Christians at first, did meet in the night c^ the Lord's*- 
day because of privacy ; and several of them were 
slaves, who could get no other time ; in the morning, 
those that could went to their repose, the other to 
their labours. 

** The laws of our Church and land, are not so strict 
in forbidding work, as requiring asaemUing to the 
worship of God. And for the rest of the day, we are 
particularly directed to acts of charity ; and no doubt 
such innocent relaxation is lawful, as does not take 
us off from that serious temper of mind we ought to 
maintain. 

" It seems impossible for men to be saved, without 
sanctifying one day in seven ; I mean in the ordinary 
course oi living. Less than this will not keep their 
minds above sin and the world. And then all visits 
and idle chat is to be avoided, and we ought to be 
altogether alone, or in company and conversation that 
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may edify, and we are to consider, that the Lord's* 
day is not only a remembrance of what is past, but a 
type of the eternal Sabbathift Heaven ; and, therefore^ 
ought to be spent in such exercises (bating acts of 
charity and the necessities of our mortal state) as we 
hope to be employed in there." 

He observed the ^^^ ^ ^^ '^^P* *^ Lord's-day moSt 

feasts and fasts strictly holy, SO he was a religious ob- 
*^ ' server of Uie feasts and fasts of the 
Church, giving them up to devotions proper to them, 
as much as his engagements in the worid would al- 
low ; to humiliation and repentance, if days of sor- 
row ; to praises, if days of joy. And what he thought 
of our festivals, and how he observed them^ the two 
following meditations will shew. 

'* Solibus testims non comule computat 
day, 1685. aii»Mm, was the Character of the happy 
man of old. But our happiness is of 
another sort, and our computation different. O happy 
soul ! when the offices of religion do measure out to 
thee the time and the year ; and devotion in its de- 
cent dress, is thy calendar ; when as thou dost receive 
with pleasure the fruits of each season, which the 
bounty of thy God causeth the earth to bring forth to 
thee; the sun and heaven yielding successively their 
grateful changes, so thou mayest measure out thy 
time with suitable variety of praise and devotion ; as- 
piring in each season after some new grace in return, 
till thou hast run the circle of them all with the year, 
and summed up thy gain at last in a happy eternity. 
Happy soul ! to whom each new week is welcome, 
and known not by the almanac, or the outward face 
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of the year, but by the grace it proposes to thy medi- 
tation and practice in its Collect, while thou dost join 
with the whole Church, in making this theme thy 
study and thy care : when each month is known to 
thee, not by the old heathen name it beai:^, but the 
blessed saints it commemorates, welcoming with joy 
their holy festivals*^ O happy souls who unite in this 
blessed study ! May my soul enter into your secrets, 
and dwell with you in this sacred exercise ! May I 
ever rejoice in this orderly revolution of time, ever be 
with you, the children of the kingdom, the favourites 
of Heaven, the delights of my soul, and heirs of eter- 
nity, in all the happy periods of this revolution ; and 
thud employed, through the mercies of our good God, 
may we roll insensibly on from grace to glory, from 
time to eternity, and from commemorating the saints 
here, to enjoying our Lord^ and them for ever here- 
after. Amen." 

The other meditation I shall insert is upon the fes- 
tival of our Saviour's Nativity, and those holy days 
which attend it. 

'' Lord, thou hast made this blessed festival seem 
to us, as the forty days after thy resurrection did to 
thy disciples ; when every day thou didst present thy- 
self to them, sometimes in one form, sometimes in 
another, now to this company, now to that ; reviving 
their hearts by turns, and cheering them with thy 
gracious presence ; and filling their souls with joy 
and comfort. So art thou now pleased to be conti- 
nually, as it were, coming to and fro among us ; some- 
times visiting us in thy worship, sometimes in thy 
word, sometimes in thy sacraments, sometimes in this 
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aaserably, scsBetimes in that; and in all places dost 
thou meet us at every torn : like a gracious ma^er erf 
a feaat^ that goes to and fro among bis many guests, 
to see that aU be served, all abound^ and none want;, 
ecdering one while wme, another while miisic^ ano- 
ther while chdeer messes, and calling upon all to be 
welcoi«iei aad make good cheer. So graeiously* busy 
aad kind hast thou been amongst us in this holy time* 
Post thou not fuffil thy word, that 'Thy delight is 
with the chiktcen of men Y O let our delight be with 
tbee, while thou art thus graciously pteased to be with 
us. Let us slip no opportunity of meeting thee, 
trhereyer thou art pleased to be present in thy holy 
ordinances. Find a way, good Lord,; to present thy-> 
self to the soub of thy poor servanis, who enjoy noib 
thftse blessed opportunities 9t this time ; who see. no- 
thing of the festirity of this happy season ; break into 
their souls by the immediate working of thy Spirit, 
md 1^ them rejoice with th^e alone, since they can* 
net with the gladness of thy people. Let their in- 
ward joy be so much the greater, as they are deprived 
pf mesins of outwai'dly expressing it.^ 

It weveeaay to add many other of Mr. BonnelFs 
meditations upon our festivsdsi especially the greater 
fi^tivals,. set apart more immediately to commemorate 
bur blessed Saidbour : all which bcdy timea he observed 
with a mofit religious care and zeal, his thoughts be-i' 
ing wholly taken up in cont^aiplatiBg the several 
parts which oar Lord acted upon, earth, arod are then 
particularly commemorated . But L msst not let tbb 
work, swell too much upon my hands, and shall^ theitt* 
(on, pass on: to other instances of Ids piety* 
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^ He bad very early resolyed to keep £suit* 
ing-^ays, and to bis ladt; csoatinaed a atribt server of th^ 
observer of tte statedfastR of the Cbuuch ; ^*^» •/ ^^ 

- - „ , • 1 rtfi. Church. 

sliid basdty ever^ m aay peood of hfe«. waa 
diverted by busbiiesB, com {nay, or^care^from making 
Friday a day of humiiiatioiiy repentance^ sHSid religioad 
8orrow# 

He endeavoured to spend his fkdtiltg-^lays alone; 
and whdiy to give them up to reUgious exeteises and 
contemplations ;. his chief stody being to affeet faie^ 
Boind witb the most tender sensd of ofar^Sationr's \^^ 
ter suflbnngs ; strictly to tevievr and es:^iigAti(ehis bftf; 
and eamesdy to bewail bis smallest faiiiKigs:. Hid- 
usual practice on Fridays was about noon to repea€ 
the fifl^-first Psalm kneeling, with several prayers 
taken out of the Comnvination Office^ besides others 
of his own composing; 

. But his. manner of observing fast-days, and What 
th«n principally employed his thoughts, the following 
meditation will shew. 

" * Behold in your fast^iay yotf find pleasure.- The 
exercise of a fast*day, is to consi<ter our Saviouf^s sor- 
fowis, and our sins that caused them : to coniiider 
God's wrath provoked, and the universe disordered; 
and putting on mourning by thevn. All these are se-^ 
tious and afflicting con^derations ; but no man cart 
adftiit of afflicting considerations^ who has at the same 
time sentiments of pleasure. The natui*e of man is 
so framfed, that his thoughts follow his sentiments. 
He nmsl be in pain himself that can think of painfial 
things ; he must be sorrowful, that can fhime an ides 
of sorrowful tilings. When any thing' pleases us, we 
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are altogether indisposed to think of displeasing mat-< 
ters. Therefore it is^ that God so much provides 
against, and excludes pleasure on our fast*days. 

*' O infinite love ! O unmeasurable goodness ! O 
eternal Son of God ! Grant me grace, not to seek to 
please myself in a .world . in which my sins made thee 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and then 
suffer the most ignominious death." 

Having thus considered Mr. Bonnell's piety, vrith 
respect to the great duty of Prayer, the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, the Lord's-day, with the Feasts 
and Fasts of the Church ; I shall now mention some 
<^er duties which he discharged with the same ex- 
actness and care. 

Nothing gave him greater joy, than any proposal 
or endeavour to promote the honour and service of 
God, and suppress immorality and profaneness ; and 
some of his most sensible afflictions proceeded from 
that coldness and indifferency he observed in most 
people, in the great concerns of religion and another 
worid. He was one of those who mourned in secret 
for our public sins, and by his powerful prayers, con- 
tributed not a little to avert public judgments frdm 
us, or shorten their continuance, " Alas,'* he would 
often say to his intimate and religious iriends, ** what 
will this turn to ! where will it end ! the true spirit 
of piety seems more and more wearing out of the 
world." 

Nor was this religious zeal for the honour of God, 
and sorrow for the reigning impieties of the world, 
only the effects of age, and more confirmed habits of 
piety. The following meditation composed in Lon<- 
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doily in the twenty*seventh year of his age, will shew 
the contrary. 

" O my God ! for the contradiction of sinners, when 
will it ha?e an end ! how long shall I Uve among those 
that are enemies to righteousness, to thee, thy word, 
my soul, and their own ! and yet I live in aland where 
thy religion is established and professed : thy death, 
O dear Jesu, granted and owned. My soul is weary 
of the blasphemies of Atheists, of the horrid oaths and 
imprecations of profane^ and sly objections of mali- 
cious sinners. While we hope to be saved by thy 
death, why do we not all rejoice in it ; and alike be- 
lieving it, alike mak6 our discourse of it ? O that with 
one consent on thy day, the mouths of all the people 
of this land might be filled with thy praises and won- 
derful works! that wheresoever we could go, we 
might pass but from one discourse of thee to another ; 
that it might be natural among us, from the greatest 
to the least, familiarly to converse of thee and thy 
laws ; and with one heart, and with one mouth, make 
mention of thy name ; and all join in owning the mi- 
raculous history of thy providence, and works of old ; 
and the life and death of our adorable Redeemer, in 
the fulness of time. But who may hope for this in 
the midst of our profaneness ! Is it not enough for me, 
to desire that there may be among us a select num- 
ber of those who fear the Lord ? And, therefore, two 
things. Lord, I humbly crave ; let there never fail, in 
these lands, such an elect number, as have not bowed 
their knees to sin, nor bent their minds to Atheism 
and profaneness. And next, let it be thy blessed will 
to cast my lot among them, and make me one of that 
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lutppy t^umber; let me spend my days with diem ; 
and among them let my Ufe end ; and when I come 
abroad into the world, let their spirit follow mud act in 
m^, that I may continue uniformly the same man ia 
all places. Let oot the ovetflowing of ungodliness be 
able to extinguish my devotion, nor cause me to com* 
ply with, or approve of their wicked pradaces* In 
oc»olusiQa> O that all the people of diese lands were 
the IiOrd*s people ; that thy will may he done by all 
Jipoo earth 9s it is by all in Heaven ! That wherever 
we come, we might find every heart filled with thy 
love, aiid every mouth with thy pimse, especially on 
thy<iay) Accept, O Lord« of my unworthy prayers; 
a(nd answer thmn so fax as is ^ood in thy sight ; but 
vouchsafe to leave a blessing upon thy servant." 

The religious societies which began in 
nJi^oSAe Bublin about the year 1693, gave him 
reUgioua ao- great comfort and joy ; he not only ap- 
proved of that pious design, but did very 
mndk encourage and promote it. He pleaded their 
cause, writ letters in their defence, and was one of 
their most diligent and prudent directors. He consi- 
dered very well the abuses, to which, by length of 
time, decay of 2eaL, and the neglects of those who are 
principally concerned to cnrersee and govern them, 
those societies might be liable; but he found they<iid 
present good, and that made him rejoice ; and he used 
to argue, that the pos^ibiUty of a thing being abused, 
is no reason to decline the use c^it. He was likewise 
a zealous promoter of the societies fi>r Reformation c/t 
Manners ; who apply themselves to the 'suppressing 
of profane^Bs and vice ; he was always present at 
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thek meetings* laid tJieir design truly to heact* aad 
thought much of it ; he contributed liberally towards 
its necessary charge, and constantly pngred for their 
success. And all who wish well to them, or their 
cause, sure sensible, how useful a friend they have lost 
by Mr. Bonnell's death ; though he» no doubt, enjoys 
the reward of his indefatigable zeal, in so glorious an 
undertaking* 

Agreeable to his zeal for the religious societies, and 
all pubhc undertakings which might serre the intei^ 
ests of piety, were his private endeavours to promote 
it in all he conversed with ; but he chiefly applied 
himself to young people, and took a particular plea- 
sure in forming their tender minds to Ihe love of Qod 
and reUgion ; he catched at all oocasions of suggestr 
ing good thoughts to them ; and encouraged, directed, 
and even improved tbem with such tenderness^ conr 
cem, and address, as first to gain upon their affete*- 
tions himself, and then, so to improve the power he 
had with them, as to make them in love with their 
duty, to excite strong desires after holiness in their 
hearts, and to arm them with firm resolutions of 
adheriog to it. 

And as he industriously embraced all 
opportunities of gaining proselytes to m^t^lrni 
piety, so he studied to make religion the ^p^^^, ^on- 

,./.,. . , versation. 

subject of his constant conversation ; and 
talked of nothing else with pleasure. He had a per 
culiar art of engaging company upon such sulgects; 
and managed his part of such discourse with tliat 
modesty and prudence, that th^pe appeared nothing 
of artifice or design; nothing that aimed ai magnify^- 
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ing himseir, or raising his own character: but when 
he spake of religion, it was with a natural easiness, 
with calmness and humility ; and he never soured such 
conversation with uncharitable reflections upon others, 
who either differed from him in opinion, or fell short 
of him in practice. 

But his judgment of religious conversation, chiefly 
as to the manner of it, and with what modesty and 
caution he managed it himself, the following letter 
will suflSciently shew, written to a religious friend 
upon that subject. 

St. Peter's day, *' ^ think I Cannot better employ this 
1693. day, than in taking the leisure it af- 

fords me, to entertain myself with my dear fellow- 
servant of our great Master, in some such matters, as 
we should perhaps be talking of, if we were together : 
there is particularly one thing, that I have started in 
discourse, which I intended, when I got leisure, to 
speak of more at large in writing ; and that was, about 
outward expressions of piety. I confessj as to my- 
self, I have been always reserved in them ; such I 
mean, as were easily imitable by persons of any sort ; 
as lifting up the hands and eyes, godly words, and 
expressions of endearment concerning God. Since I 
have conversed with you, I have spoken more of these 
things than ever I did before ; but I have complied 
with it only towards you. Now the case, I think, is 
this: it is our duty» on fit occasions^ to declare our- 
selves publicly for God, and for the cause of his holy 
religion, when it may be for his glory, and the edifi- 
cation of others ; and the engaging and riveting our- 
selves in his service, by setting the eyes of the world 
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.upon US, and making them witnesses against ms, if 
5ve swerve or faulter from our professions. But then^ 
jtfais ought to be done by some solid^ essential expres- 
sions of true piety, which none but those that are in* 
deed truly pious can attain to ; such as a gracious 
countenance, an humble mien, an unafiected modesty, 
imd a cheerful and sincere frankness in declaring that 
we are the servants of God, and devoted to him ; or 
speaking words drawn from the soul of piety, which 
amount to such a declaration as those of the Apostle; 
^ If any man love not the Lord Je^us, let him be ac- 
ciirsed*' But then these words must not be borrowed 
from others, or even from Scripture itself, but origi* 
pally our own ; for any one may speak good sentences 
l>y rote. There are some expressions, that tend not 
so much to shew a devotedness to God, or resolu* 
tions or desires to serve him, as our nearness to him* 
Thes6 are carefully to be avoided ; for they tend too 
much to heighten a good opinion of ourselves ; are 
apt to move envy or censure ; and may happen in 
tome measure to deprive us of that nearness, by cast^* 
jng a little damp upon our consciences, and causing 
God to withdraw his favours ; such are, accounts of 
transports and elevations that God gives us in his 
service ; and very endearing expressions in mention- 
jng of God ; as, my dearest Lord, my sweet Jesus, 
my loving Father, instead of saying only God ; which 
I have heard some persons use upon too ordinary 
occasions, when one could not well suppose that they 
had a present, lively sense and feeling at their heart,' 
of what they spoke, answerable to the heigh th of the 
words; for none can have a sense in their hearts, 
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adaquiite'to such wotds as lEese, but it wiH put tbeoi 
into u transport, which will cithef expresfi itself in a 
flood of tears, or in silence; ind hiisder th^ from 
readily going on with other talk. There are other ex^ 
pressions, which are the language- of onr hearts im^ 
mediately to God himself: and it is ill fo use oufiselveii 
to speak or write these, but when cmr hearts indeed 
go along with them^ and have intercoutve with God. 
But it is hard to suppose, when we use them too fre* 
quently, our hearts can always go along with them : 
and this gives matter of offence to ^ood people, and 
is a prejudice to oursdves : for if we use to speak such 
words as ought to be spoke only to God himself, 
without speaking them indeed to him with our hearts, 
it will certainly indispose our hearts to speak to him 
in those words when we would. Because we shall 
get a way of speakii^ such things by rote, and not 
be able to discern, when indeed we speak to God, and 
when we do not. 

*' My conversing with yon, has put me upon speak* 
ing and writing more things of this .sort than I did 
before^ eteept in miy doset, or in my private papere; 
in which I seldom allowed mysdf to use any expree* 
sion but what proceeded immediately ftom my heart \ 
or to say, my God^ instead of God, unless my heart 
boiled with a fulness to express itself in those terms; 
BO that I trust those papers are the transcript of my 
heart. But I cannot say so of aU I have writ to yon : 
indeed I caniM>t tax myself with any thing in partis 
cnlar to the contrary ; but having writ so mucb,^ I 
havd a fear upon me, that something ipay have been 
said rather to the occasion^ tiian fromthapresent sense 
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or fbeUng of my mind. Though I do not ceheuve^ 
yeu for tbid knguj^e, believing it to proceed firom^ 
yoiif zeal, and the lively sense }^ou have of God ; yet 
this caution against it will not be amiss in the counie 
of your life.'* 

It were easy to add other instances of Mr. BonnellV 
piety, and to Enlarge upon these : but I must proceed 
to consider him with respect to the duties we owe to 
ouniel?es, and our neighbour, as well as those we owe 
to God. 

As to the duties we owe to ourselves, I How he per- 
have shewed how he discharged some of ^"^ *h« 

duties we 

them, by what I have said of his humi- owe to our^ 
lity and meekness, mortification and self* '^^^^' 
denials These being duties, which, in many in-^ 
stances of action, have an immediate reference to 
ourselves; as in others, they have to God and our 
neighbour. But the general duty which we are to 
perform to ourselves, and which comprehends all 
others under it, is a due regulation and government 
of our passions and afiPections; and none could keep 
a stricter watch over these than Mr* Bonnell did : he 
oonsidered human nature with great application,, and 
particularly, how our passions act within us, what 
feeds and inflames them; and bow they are to be 
dhecked and subdued, made* governable and calm. 
To this purpose he speaks in one place. 

*' Passions of the mind, are like a running gout; it 
is the same morbific matter that shews itself some- 
times in the knee^ thea in the elbow ; that eauses^ 
giddiness in the head, sickness in the stomach, and 
colics in the bowels : it is the same morbi£k^ matter 
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in the idoul^ (irregular passions, and unmortified^ 
affections) that shews itself sometimes in love, some*; 
times in aversion ; then in enyy, then in ambition ; 
sometimes it is love of esteem, sometimes of beauty ;- 
sometimes of riches and grandeur, and abundance of 
like variety. Seldom above one of these is predo- 
minant at a time, and then the party is free from 
others; and all commonly is as the bodily temper 
varies. These come and go by fits unaccountably ; 
but while the root of the matter lives in our hearts, 
we are still under the power of the disease ; which we 
nourish by things that are pleasing ; as we do the 
gout or scurvy, by meats that please our palate. We 
seldom contract or increase these distempers by 
eating of rhubarb or aloes ; but by high sauces and 
delicious meats. We indulge our pleasing passions, 
and they bring us under the smart of the more pain- 
ful ones, * Cease to desire/ says Seneca, ' and you 
will cease to fear. Who shall deliver us from the 
body of this death ?' Thy cross, O blessed Saviour, 
is a su£Scient remedy to all : for who can allow tbeni- 
selves to love, or be overmuch pleased with their 
fellow-creatures, who stand under the shadow of this 
direful tree? Had not the blessed Virgin, and the 
beloved Disciple, something else to think of while 
they stood there, than gratifying their minds in 
worldly amours? * But we are not always to stand 
there; it is not required of us.' Yes, while we are 
in this world, in which our Lord suffered, we are 
^ways to be there more or less; because we are' 
always to be free from the slavery of those affections, 
from which he died to set us free: and to be most 
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there, when we find ourselves in most danger of 
being pleased. For if we keep ourselves from bein^ 
pleased, God hath commanded nature to keep ud 
fix)m being displeased. If we mortify for his sake# 
those affections which are pleasing to us, he will cer-^ 
tainly deliver us from those that only bring torment, 
' And they that are Christ's, have crucified the flesh, 
with its affections and lusts.* '' 

To the same purpose, in another place, he express^ 
himself thus: 

. ** What a round do passions make in our miserable 
$ouls; we fight against a desultory enemy, which 
shifts and changes as often as we a^ress it. A% 
the humours of the body circulate about, so passions 
circulate with them. It is with us as with persons in 
a rheumatism, when the pain is in their shoulders, 
they prepare their applications ; but before they can 
well apply them, the pain is moved down to their 
knees, and thence again to their hands* When we 
get free from lust, the humour settles in our heart, 
and turns to love; if we get respite from thi% it flies 
into our head, and perplexes us with vanity, conceit 
of ourselves, and love of esteem of others. Perhaps 
thence it turns to pride and souring, with the mixture 
of other humours, becomes anger, peevishness, envy, 
revenge, or malice, till at last it comes back wher^ it 
began. Thus while we seek to apply remedies to 
passion, the humour circulates, and the passion tra'* 
vels along with it, and starts up in a new place, and 
in a new guise. 

*^ O Lord, who hast instructed tis to strike at the 
f oot of all, by a true mortification of ourselves ; help 
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lafi to wfttcfai the motions of this subtle eiemy^ and 
to declare war against it wherever it appears. Help 
me to give it no rest, as it gives me little. Strengthen 
my willj that it may be proof to its solicitatioDS in 
erery shape, faithful to thy love in all encounters^ and 
yictorious through thy grace under ail oppositions. 
. ^' If I converse with politicians, and men of business, 
it makes me worldly; if with men of learning and 
»rit, it makes me vain; if with fair persons, I am in 
danger of being sensual ; if with great ones, of being 
proud* O my God, how many snares are scattered 
in all my ways ? What need have I to take care of 
anyself within, since it is impossible to prevent occa* 
aions of evil without? All these are the occasions 
of OUT warfare, but tbou hast made thy grace saffi* 
^cientlbr them all/' 

There are many other meditations am<mg bis 
-writings, of the nature and power of our passions, 
and the methods of governing them; which show, 
ihat he kept so severe an eye over them, that be not 
only conquered his greater corruptions, but piKsoed 
bis lesser failings with a most active z^al, and loeittg 
never satisfied with his present attainments in reli- 
gion, went on continually from one degree of piety 
to another, till all ended at last in glory. 

The consequence of his victory over Uis passions 
and desires, his humility, and meekness, and dead- 
ness to the world, was thorough contentment of 
;mind with his fortune and estate. He had too just 
sentiments of this world, not to be above the sordid 
Freeftomtbe sin of covetousness, which he knew only 

Mn of covet- . . t • r^ /• 

m notion ; as I might prove from many 
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p( his meditatioB^ against it, of which I 9hall insert 
only two, which ar^ as follow* 
. ** * Take heed and beware of covetou&ness : man 
liveth not by bread alwe, but by isvety word that pro- 
eeedeth out of the mouth of God/ Bread, the staff of 
life, will not i^^stain a m.an without God's blessing ; 
piuQh le^s will mhesj which make themselves ivings 
and fly away. Take heed, my eouli of saying, this 
gsun, or that ^^nn* yfM fumisli thee with ;a compe* 
tency, or sabsistt^nce* This is too like the fooli&h 
householder's ^aloolatioa, ' ^ovl, thou hast goods 
laid up for many years/ Consider that riches axail 
PQtbiog in themitelyes, to procuTe the end mm hope 
for by them, being so easily lost or blasted ; and that 
without a stock of these, God can make su£Scient 
provision for thee from day to day: this thought will 
keep thee from being top intent on worldly advan- 
tages^ md make thee more indifferent to gain, nnd 
by consequence} more disposed to charity* 

*' Take heed of Ainking to lay in for a siege 
against Provideucej and to fence thyself against him 
by abundance of outward provision: rather throw 
dowp thy walls, aiid ca^t thyself naked on his mercy : 
and he will be thy mojte sure defence, he will be to 
jthee instead of walls and bulwarks, 

•* Observe thy good humours, take thyself in the 
fits oi charity. Art thou disposed at any time to 
give largdy ? Do it out of hand, lest the grace of 
God withdraws, and thou growest cool in thy good 
parpose$. No maja ever repented of his charity, 
though it might seem to have been in excess. Be it 
x^Y&c so large, assure thyself thou wilt rejoice in 
i4 
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having done-it; even at a time when thou hast not 
heart or grace enough to do it, were it then to do. 

" And why shouldest thou desire possessions in 
this world? Sometimes thou art able to slight 
them> and sometimes thou forgettest thyself and 
thinkest them fine things. Why shouldest thou 
have footing here ? Look up to Heaven, see if that 
abode (to which thou hast a title> as to an inherit- 
ance, when for God*s sake thou dost despise this 
earth,) be not more glorious than the most magnifi* 
cent earthly structure* God hath not thought fit 
thou shouldest be bom to these ; why then shouldest 
thou fix thy heart upon them ? Ood has made thee 
loose to the world ; keep thyself so, and think his 
providence a better provision^ than any fund of riches 
thou canst heap up or save. 

'' And then for posterity, remember, that notwith<^ 
Standing Abraham's numerous progeny, ' They are 
not all Israel, which are bom of Israel ; neither be-> 
cause they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children :' but they are the true children of Abraham, 
^ho follow his faith ; and such, even out of stones, 
were raised up to him. So that it is no matter for a 
worldly succession ; we live by faith, not by sense: 
we speak the language, and have regard to the state 
of the other world. Lift up then my soul thine eyes 
to the everlasting hills: contemplate the state of the 
other world ; and forget these transitory things be- 
low. Our conversation, our citizenship is in Heaven, 
let us mind the customs of our country, and not be 
conformed to the vain fashions of this world. 

** And do thou, O God, who inspirest the hearts of 
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tfiy servants with grace to seek thee^ and drawest 
them after thee, stay up my soul upon thyself: keep 
:it above the world ; let it converse with that heavenly 
<M>uiitry which thou hast revealed to it^ and grow more 
and more acquaintecf with its blessed customs; that 
it may become a natural denizen of it> by breathmg 
the air, speaking the language, and having all its 
faculties influenced by the spirit and genius of that 
happy seat. Let me with great unwillingness 
descend to the concerns of this world, lest I grow 
familiarized to it, and forget my own country; which 
yet is not mine, but as thou, my God, art pleased to 
make it so. Thou who hast adopted me into it, art 
only able to keep me a living member of it; let not 
tny unworthiness make thee repent of the favour thou 
hast granted me ; perfect thy own m^rcy, and let me 
not live but to glorify thy clemency: and that for the 
sake of the blessed King of those heavenly mansions ; 
who being the life and light of the whole region, fills 
all the blessed inhabitants of it with joy, and peace, 
and love, and wonder, and never-ceasing praises ; th« 
Xamb who was slain for us, and purchased us with his 
blood, the Son of thy love, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.'' 

Here follows the other meditation upon the same 
argument. 

*^ I have often dreamt to have found great riches', 
or. to have been in much trouble, when yet I have 
known myself to have been in a dream, and have said 
to myself. Though I hug these treasures never so 
much, I shall not be able tp keep them, they will 
vanish before morning, and I shall awaken without 
I 5 
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ikwi* So also whoa I have been in fenr »d imieh 
trouble, I have said to my0elf> Come, ilet mfi fitiiTa io 
awaken out of ilm tronhhsome dream, aod baTe 
awoke upon ii ; bot then it has been a saiberahie de- 
lusioB, and a grievoue tiouble ; ivfaen I hxy» ihoa^ht 
all t^, and baye not known it to foe a dbwun^ then 
my sleep has been piofotmd indeed* 

** What is this world, O my soul, is it aoy mone 
than a dr^irn ! Tbou art ita^ppy when thou canat 
know it BO, then thy senses aare awake. But flsdiy 
art thou immef aed in srnise, when tbou takssii it for a 
reality^ thy carnal slmnber is th^ too pfofonuL Ave 
not our true senses as nweh oppiaesed with theelog 
of this body of sin, as our vital senses are by aleep ? 
£/an tt be other than a dnraum, when me ace aubject 
io so xnany ttK>usand delusions in our OfBunona of 
things^ and to such frequent forgetfiiJiiess of our true 
awakened iM^aie in another world 2 Sin^O sin, is a 
profound slen^p^ and grace brings some de^es of 
awakedness, to let us know tiiat lieKe we ace bnfcin a 
dream, and see butdu^kishly and in part. The mose 
aensual I am, the more wretchedly I sieep and le^et 
myself, and all things but those ddudingtfifaaEitoms 
about me, which I take for realities, Wben.l k)ok 
about me, and see the fields adorned witk fiowers^ 
and the trees with leaves, and fine houses ImMt oi 
lasting faixnc, I pretend to reason, and say^ are all 
these things nothing i It is trne^ they aresometibing, 
but nothing to thee. Alas, what is one generation 
of men, or thy shoiter span of life ; God in his wis<- 
d<nn has provided these things for a proportion&Ue 
fBXkd, even for many generations and series of inha^- 
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iHtantSi which h^ has broiigfat, and still designs to 
bring into the world. Wei have but a life iii them^ 
and that very shott and uncertain ; we mast leave 
diem to our successorsi and be accountable for the 
use. They are things of durable continuance ; and 
what proportion do they bear to thy moment of time 
Which thou hast to spend among them ? None at 
all, and so they are nothing to thee. They are not 
tnade for thee, but for many successions of mankind ; 
thou art only to view them and pass away. But 
have I then no property nor inheritance any where ? 
Yes^ look up and thou shalt see thy portion among 
the saints ; lift up thy eyes to Heaven, there is thy 
treasure laid up securely for thee, there is thy home, 
there thy being. Look down on this worlds and 
know assuredly that it is but a dream at best ; see 
if it has not all the prc^rties of a dream : of all the 
riches which we hug, of all the pleasures, we enjoy, 
we can carry no more out of it than from a dream ; 
the good man knows this, and, therefore, despises them ; 
Ule sinner is drowned in slumber, and, therefore, insa- 
tiably embraces them. And of all the evils we suffer, 
none can pursue us out of this world ; we shall awaken 
in our rosy bed of blissful security and rest, and 
find all the dreadful phantoms vanish with our mortal 
sleep. The good man knows this, and regards them 
not ; ignorance oppresses the situier, and, therefore, 
he lives in perpetual terror, and is overwhelmed with 
trouble ; ' O lift up thine eyes to the hills, from 
whence Cometh thy help ;' look up to the top of the 
rock, and behold thy bed of rest : long to awaken 
there, zfid be present with thy God, that the night 
16 
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may pass away, and the day of eternal happiness 
shine upon thee. This is not thy home, nor can«aU 
the malice of devils (those rulers of darkness, and 
domineering tyrants of the night) keep thee here loi^ 
among their terrors^ and more dangerous allurements. 
' " Keep thyself awake, O my soul, in this thy 
dream ; dare to look up to Heaven, and say, There is 
my inheritance, my treasure, my home. Let neither 
terrors fright thee, nor allurements charm thee, tQ 
think this world any thing, or forget thy native 
country. O my dear God, let down a ray of hea«» 
venly light, a beam of thy divine glory, and enlighten 
the dark corners of my heart, that with patience and 
forbearance I may spend the remainder of this mortal 
dream; and though seeing thee but as in a glass and 
darkly, I may never forget my condition, or look upon 
this world as more than it is, (at least my share and 
span in it) till shadows depart, and the light of glory 
arisQ full upon me ; that so with full awakedness I 
may see thee whom my soul loveth, even as thou art. 
And in the mean time, may think nothing too much 
to do, too hard to suffer, or too dear to part with for 
thy sake, and the hopes of thy love in my. dear Sa* 
viour. Amen." 

Thus did he arm himself against all covetous sug^ 
gestions, by proper arguments and devout prayers ; 
and both had their due effect ; for he was entirely 
satisfied with his condition, and ever firndy relied 
upon Providence for his support : and not only was 
he content with his own state, but that of others also; 
unless of the poor and necessitous, whom he studied 
to comfort and relieve. But the sin of envy found 
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no room in his soul ; and those who knew him best 
can witness, how far he was from betraying any dis^ 
content at the prosperous condition of others ; at 
their increasing in fortune^ honour, or fame* For he 
knew that the only happy, were the religious and the 
good : and their graces were the subject of his praises, 
but never the occasions of his envy. 

In the duties of temperance and chas* 
tity, he was nicely strict, and religiously ]^^ p^^JT"'* 
severe, and kept the opposite vices at 
the greatest distance. He employed his time too 
usefully at home, to allow any of it to those places, 
which are the usual scenes of intemperance and folIy« 
He considered that abstinence was one of the most 
effectual instruments of divine grace, to restrain and 
Sjubdue our passions and desires ; and that it ought 
to be a Christian's great study and (fare, to govern 
and calm, not exasperate and inflame them. Hia 
conversation was nicely pure and modest, and never 
sullied with an expression which could raise a foolish 
thought ; but all was transacted according to the se* 
verest rules of decency and religion. 

But that we may have as full and Hawheperfonncd 
right a view of Mr. Bonnell as I can the duties we owe 
give, I shall now consider him with re- "^ ^"' neighbour,. 
spect to others, and shew what an example he was, 
in the great duties of justice and charity, and other 
social virtues. For it is the property of true reli^on, 
not only to make us pious towards God, sober and 
temperate ourselves, but useful to the world. It se* 
cures our hands from violence and blood ; our tongues 
from falsehood and slander; and our hearts from 
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fraud and crudty ; it renders us faithful in every tnist ; 
firm to eyery piomise ; sincere in all otir professions ; 
peaceable in our stafions; charitable to the needy, 
and the most yaluable members of society. Without 
these happy effects of religion, it is superstitious and 
false, hypocritical and vain. But Mr. Bonnell's piety, 
when examined by this, or any other test, will appear 
to be true, genuine, and sincere. 

None could be more exact in every 
inSgriV^ *° P^*^ of justice. He had many opportuni- 
ties of ioiproving his fortune, and met 
with temptations, which few, but himself, wouM have 
resisted. But though he dispatched all, who bad 
business with him, in the most obliging manner, 
and with great readiness ; yet he never knew what 
patuityor reward meant; confining his gains en- 
tirely to his salary, and never allowing the iiAportu* 
nity or gratitude of any, to force pecuniary acknow- 
ledgments upon him. And when at one time, three 
pieces of broad gold, and a guinea or two at another, 
were left upon his table, by persons whom he had 
highly obliged ; he gave the money all away, among 
those who had formerly been officers in the Ciistom- 
House, and were then in want ; and acquainted his 
friends with his reasons for being so scrupulous. 
" He owned he had done services to many, in getting 
their business dispatched, which strictly deserved 
considerable rewards ; but should he allow himself to 
take them, he did not know how far such a practice 
might prove a snare to him ; might tempt him to be 
unfaithful in his office, and bias him irom his duty : 
and that;, therefore, the surest way to be protected from 
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•fdl dnbery^ was to keep it at a diatonce ; and oerer 
ailow iliniself to take any thingi but just what the 
kkig Allowed him; lest any apfproaches to thatsia, 
however covered with specious pretences, might give 
tm adrantage to Satan, to betray him into it. And 
he told his fiieads farther, that the reason of this de- 
ckration was, that his principle might be in sosne 
measure known ; that so he might be better armed 
against gifts and presents ; and neither tempted to ao- 
icept, nor put to the trouble of denying them." 

These were his principles and practices, built upon 
the fiolid focmdatioas of justice and piety, and that 
.noUe faith which oreKCometh the world. None ever 
«oaiplained who had business with him, that money 
.waa necessary to procure dispatch, or that difficulties 
-were imposed upon them, which presents (another 
aaome for bribes) removed. 

How different was his behaviour from tiiat whieh 
is ^complained of as too common in the world, and 
how few are proof against t^nptations, which he not 
43iiiy conquered^ but despised? Were all who are 
^mpioyed in offices of trust, actuated by his fidelity, 
4Dont6mpt of unlawful gain, we should not hear so 
many complaints as we do, of the public being de^ 
franded ; just and honest causes would not miscairy 
through the poverty, nor unjust ones succeed through 
the. wealth wd power of those who maintain them ; 
but justice would flow in regular channels, and be 
aqually dispersed to Ihe poor and rich* 

And so weli was Mr. Bonndi's eharao ^ , ,„„ ^ ^ 

Orphans tre- 

ter for justice and inte^nty estaUished,: qaenUy cote^. 
that the fortmiea of . orphans, were fee- '"^^^^d to him. 
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quttidy committed to his management and care : a 
trust which he never declined, and always dischaiged 
with a most conscientious tenderness ; which is a great 
instance of his charity, as well as justice^ 

Nor was his justice to men's fortunes, stricter than 
to their character and fame. He rarely touched so 
nice a thing as reputation ; and did it always with a 
Christian temper, and tender hand. But nothing 
like detraction was observed in his freest conversation. 
He excused men's failings, as far as was reconcileaUe 
withs Christian prudence and sincerity ; and put the 
best comment upon every action it could bear; and 
what he could not justify, he would pass lightly over. 
Not but tiiat he was above that ridiculous complai- 
sance of applauding every person, and every action, 
how worthless soever the one or the other might be: 
he was blessed with too discerning a genius for such 
good-natured folly. Yet, on the other hand, none 
made greater allowances for human nature ; for the 
various tempers and educations of men ; and he was 
seldom so severe on any as himself. His conversation 
was not soured with constant « and melancholy com* 
plaints of the impieties of the age, and railing at 
those freedoms of life, which, though he did not prac- 
tise himself, yet he would not condemn as crimes, 
in those who used them. And as this is a temper 
very excellent in itself; since it proceeds from that 
charity, which hopeth, believeth, and endureth all 
things; so it is the more to be valued, because the 
want of it has been complained of, in men of ttery 
strict lives : some religious severities, perhaps dis- 
posing men to melandioly, and hard thoughts of 
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those who do not deny themselves every liberty they 
have a dislike to. Bat with Mr. Bonnell, it waisi 
quite otherwise ; he rejoiced when he could speak 
well of any : and when he was forced to discommend, 
it was always done with concern and regret. 
, Equal to his justice was his charity, 
which, like that of Heaven, rejoiced in His charity., 
doing good to all. He had a trae concern xo men's 
for the souls of men : he contemplated so «>^* 
constantly, the amazing love of our Savionr to man* 
kind, with his bitter sufferings to redeem their souls ; 
that he was actuated with some degree of his infinite 
love, and burned with his heavenly flame.~ No man 
in his station, could take more pains, to give all he 
conversed with a true relish of piety and religion. 
He was continually dispersing good books among 
young people, his clerks, and servants, and poor fa* 
milies ; which he seconded with such constant in« 
structions, upon all fitting occasions, delivered with 
such kindness and concern, as could not fail of 
making great impressions upon many of them. 
• The same divine charity to the souls 
of men shewed itself, in his great and To the afflicted. 
constant endeavours to direct and comfort thosi^; 
who laboured under troubles and discontents of mindi 
He had a very happy way of calming uneasy thoughts^ 
and quieting disturbed consciences. And in no work 
did he emplo^^ himself with greater readiness or sue* 
cess. For some years, his spare hours, especially 
upon the Lord's-day, were very much given to the 
scrupulous and disconsolate; with whom what he 
said had very great weight ; not only because he de^ 
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livened hiia^If with groajt dei^mess and jndgmeiit; 
but a}iio because Jkbey wext always willing to be cod- 
yioped aad persuaded by bim, from the opinion Ihey 
li84 of his sineerity and kindness ; for he treated af« 
flicted perscw wiih gr^aiJt tondemoieand compassion. 
He first fdt their paing, before he atteoipted their 
eure ; and wept with them, that with him they xnigfat 
ailerwards i^joice. And the eame charity often en^ 
g^ged him, in composing qaarrcjs and disputes among 
relations and friends* Most who knew him, dewed 
^ia aasistanoe iq ti»oae caeea, often leaving their dif* 
fereoQces to hi^ determination alone : the motat oj^positB 
interests and tempei» agreeing in this, that there codd 
^ iio partial proceedings where he was concerned* 
^s , His management of the duty of re- 

Hi8 management ^t_ • x r u- i. 

^thedutyofre- pToof, »» aootb^ mstani^e of hiacba- 
^^^ rity to men's souis. He hardly ever 

omitted to reprove, where he aaw it neoe^mry ; which 
•hews, considerii^ how hard a duty reproof ie, espe^ 
eially to one of his great modesty » that a zeal lor God 
had gained the entire ascendant of his soul« and con- 
quered even his natural temper* Bvtt as he seMom 
neglected to reprove, when it was fit fox him to do it; 
fo be had a peculiar happiness in the way and man- 
ner of re]»x>ving s he did it in such ^ prudent obligiug 
way, AS to gain more friends by hie reproof^, thau 
many do by fcbeir flatteries ; his rebukes were always 
delivered with that address and coooeja, that force of 
ergument and persuasuve eloqnence^ as be seldom 
fiuled of making the man bis convert, but was sur^ 
of his friendship and esteem. And I have b^sen as- 
eati^ by his friends^ particularly a, great maao, who 
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&ad a kNig.and intunateacqaaiataQee with him ; that 
they have wondered to see passionate and proud men 
suture puch home and cutting repiXMiches; delivered 
with such plainness from him, without the least re- 
tttm of resentment : and that his method of reproving 
was so particular and uncommon, that it is impossible 
for any, who did not see tt often, and the strange ef* 
fects it produced, to have any just notion of it 8neh 
force there is in prudent and well managed zeal ; so 
dififereot, both in value and success, from the insolent 
nfproofs of the violent and haughty ; which only exr 
pose such foolish reformers, and hard^ siimers in 
their crimes. 

But his charity was not so entirely con* n;, ^^^^^y 
fined to men's souls, as to teglect their bo- ^ ^« poo'- 
dies ; great was hi« concern for both : and by his 
bounty to the one, he often made way for sueeess to 
his charitable endeavours on the other. By the ex- 
•fCtest computation his nKMst intimate friends, who 
were best acquainted both with his fortune and cha- 
rity, could make, he gave away the eighth part of 
his yeajrjiy income to the poor. And some years, 
when objects were numerous, he saved nothing at all. 
His private papers sufficiently shew, what a Christian 
Ceding he had of the sufferings and necessities of 
&B poor ; and there are several meditations in them, 
to move us to compassionate and relieve them. And 
in one place he prays for charity in this manner : 
** Give me faith, that will make me dare to be cha- 
ritable, without fear of wanting myself, by what I 
l^id or give away : that will make me freely commit 
all my worldly ecmcems to God, and trust him with 
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my fortune, my reputation, and life itself: that so I 
may see myself his care ; and under the conduct of 
his providence, ordering and over-ruling my whole 
life, and every circumstance of it." 

He never heard of any in want, but he generously 
relieved them; and frequently desired his friends to 
find out for him poor housekeepers, and such as were 
ashamed to beg ; for such he esteemed the fittest ob* 
jects of his charity* And to several he gave yearly 
pensions ; that they might not only be comforted with 
present relief, but the prospect of future supply : and 
left instructions in his will for the continuance of 
those pensions ; and ordered a considerable sum of 
money to be laid out in charity for ever. 
. Nay, his bounty to the poor was so great, and 
built on such right principles, that neither his being 
of a sickly constitution, and consequently needing 
more to support him than if he had been healthy, 
nor yet the apprehensions of losing his employment 
in the late king James's reign, were the least restraints 
upon his charity, as may appear by the following me- 
ditation, written in the year 1688, and during a fit of 
sickness. 

^' My God, I am unworthy of the least of all thy 
mercies, much more of these comfortable conveniences 
which thy fatherly tenderness provides for my repose 
while thou thinkest fit to lay thy hand upon me. 
How dost thou afflict us in measure ? Shall then 
the consideration of my sickliness, that I cannot shift 
go well, nor live on so little as I might do if I were 
well, discourage me from imparting of what I now 
have, to those that need it, (though I have, reason 
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to fear the loss of all I have,) when I see how tender 
thy goodness and care is in providing for me accord*, 
ing to the condition thou puttest me in ; and that 
thou dost not lay on us many troables, nor at any 
time more than we are able to bear : it shall not hin* 
der me, O Lord, by the aid of thy grace; but as I 
have freely received, so will I freely give ; and do thou 
deal with me as seemeth good to thee. Amen," 

But so great, so generous was Mr. Bon- Hia charity 
Bell's charity, as to extend even to injuries ^ epemies. 
and enemies ; insomuch that, I believe, few ever more 
fully obeyed the command, or imitated the example 
of our Lord, in loving his enemies, and praying for 
bis persecutors. When he heard that any had spoken 
reflectingly of him, he was hardly ever known to re* 
sent it. And though human nature is hardly ever- 
more provoked, than by injurious or reproachful 
words ; yet so much had grace with him got the mas« 
tery of nature, that the use he made of slanders and 
reflections, was, to examine himself, " If he had 
never been guilty of detraction towards others ; or at 
least heard them censured, without striving to justify 
them : if he had, then he hoped what he then suffered, 
was all the punishment God designed him for it : if 
sp, he cheerfully Embraced it/' 
: And when, immediately after the late Revolution, 
an attempt was made to deprive him of his employ**, 
ment ; a gentleman having made great interest for it ; 
and when things were brought to that pass, that both ; 
be and his friends looked upon the employment as. 
tost; yet he was rarely known to speak an angry 
word agaioBt bis suppUnter. . And when others^ who* 

10 
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were concerned for Mr. BoiinelI> would expme them- 
selyee with some heat against that gendeman ; he 
cottuuoaly pleaded for him, and said every thing that 
ocmld be offered in his fa^Ofun Those designs indeed 
miscarried^ but Mr. Bonnell's charity was still die 
same* And how little such an attempt discomposed 
bim» the following meditation, composed upon that 
particular occasion, will shew* 

** O my God, I have often sdemnly offered up to 
thee my place ; thou now takest me at my word t 
ought I not to rejoice and be satisfied, that thou ae* 
ceptest of any thing from me? For me now to be any 
way troubled or repine at it, would be a childish act 
between man and man; much more, sinful, between 
a ^creature and its God. I bless thee for the entire 
readiness which thou hast put into me heretofore ta 
offer it up to thee: for this gives me now the greatest 
comfort, in thy taking it from me. 

^ How happy am I, in having disengaged myael^ 
from the world b^re this difficulty ! How gracious 
has my God been to me, in having led me to it by the' 
hand : that I might be light and free from all incom* 
btanees, to follow his blessed will without uneasiness! 
I thought to have past out of the world, into a nearer 
attendance on thy service, with ease, joy, and triumph. 
Thy wisdom bath over-ruled my foolish measurte: 
thou hast thought fit, that this change should not be 
without some hardship. But should I think woiee 
of it for that? Are tiot the greatest things brou^t 
about by confficts? To mlenoe all the rest, was not 
the redemption of the world brought about by the 
bitter agony of thy dear Sonl Shall I k^ afraid to 
8 
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follow his steps, 6r think it less leads to a glorious 
issue, because thou leadest me to it through trouble V* 
And what pains he took to arm himself with this 
divine charity to enemies^ and what his thoughts of 
injuries and resentments were, the two following me* 
ditationd will convince us. 

*' O my God> I am thy creature ; and if I ^^ 
may have leave to say, Thou art my God ; all 
is welly and I am happy. Two things I have always 
dreaded, disgrace and enemies ; lest I should not be 
able to bear the one, or forgive the other. How great 
is. thy goodness to me, in lessening the dread of both! 
He is happy, not who enjoys ease, but who can bear 
uneasiness. A bishop of general esteem and repute^ 
who could bear beings whipt in the public streets, on 
an unjust accusation, and not lose his countenance, 
would be the happiest man alive. For if such a thing 
were done, we must suppose the higher powers to be 
set against him ; and the faction so strong, that none 
dared to pity him, or appear for him: but though he 
were faultLess, yet aU should look upon him as cri-^ 
ftl enough, in being the object of the government^ 
gure, A prophet among the Jews was as vene« 
bishop can be among us ; especially such 
as our blessed Saviour, who went about 
1 : of whom tlie people cried out, Nevet 
vs he did ; and who, by the fulness of hki 
4h whined with the glory of the Son of 
jre a greater ignominy, than for him 
We know how reproachful that is 
wG know dot bow much more so 
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it was among them, since it was the punishment of 
slaves, of which we have none. He bore scourgings 
and reproaches without murmurs and complaints; and 
his grace can produce the same effects in me* 

^* As to enemies; he is a great man who can speak 
to them with indifference, without disturbance or 
change of countenance : not from a court dissimula- 
tion, but from a consideration that these are more im* 
mediate instruments (perhaps than our friends) of 
good to us ; and that God is nearer behind these, 
when we converse with them, than behind many of 
our friends, God's presence is said to be, where he 
most manifests himself: now he manifests himself 
piore certainly in his corrections, than in his favours." 

The other meditation is as follows : 
. *' How easy is it for a child of God^ that has his 
portion and inheritance in heaven, to pray for his ene* 
mies ? For he saith, this person injures me in those 
things that are in no esteem with me : he injures me 
in trifles, and things of no value : but even of these 
trifles, he endangers the eternal ruin of his soul. And 
shall I not pity him for this ; and beseech my God to 
pity his folly ; and save him from those things which 
are nothing to me, but may prove infinitely prejndi* 
cial to him ? ^ Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do,' says our Saviour. They knew that 
they took away the life of an innocent man : they took 
away his reputation, his comfort, and his ease : but 
besides that, they crucified the Lord of Glory; they 
knew not that they ruined themselves in those things 
that were little valued by Jiim. * They think to be 
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revenged on me, and to do me a great injury: but. 
Father, forgive them, for they know not that they da 
no injury to me, but all injuries to themselves/ " 

I shall add only one instance more of 
Mr. Bonnell's charity, which falls in na- those who di^ 
turally after what went before ; and that f««d from him 

1 . , . 1 n I'rn *" rehgion. 

is, his chanty to those of different per- 
suasions in religion. He thoroughly considered the 
education and capacities of men, their various ways 
of thinking and expressing their thoughts, and j udged 
it unreasonable that all mankind should be obliged 
to think and speak just as we do. Though no man 
was firmer to the Protestant religion established ^ 
among us, and more truly zealous to support and en- 
large it ; yet force and violence he esteemed the un- 
fittest means in the world to attain that end. And 
he utterly condemned all persecutions for religion, and 
violence to men's consciences. Thus in one place, 
after considering the many wars and revolutions, 
which almost every forty years have happened in 
Ireland ; he assigns this as one reason of these fatal 
confusions ; that we are a mixed people, of different 
nations . and religions, and have very little love or re- 
gard for one another ; and thus concludes. 

"There is no way possible to prevent the forty 
years' periodical i*evolution of commotions in this 
country, but by making all in it one people, and of 
one religion. How shall this be?. By force? God 
forbid ! This is a sieve that winnows out the good, 
and saves only the bad ; because the good will be de- 
stroyed by it, and the bad only brought over. It is 
a pretty device for lazy Christians to make use of, to 
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convert the world : such as eare not to be at the pains 
of good livings or pious preaching, set the temporal 
power, and rude soldiers on work, to bring over peo* 
pie to their folds, that they may enjoy the glory of 
having greater numbers: or being men altogether 
worldly-minded, and of seeular designs, they desire 
greater numbers on their side, to strengthen their 
worldly interest, and secure their cause and party.** 

His charity was so generous and noble, tbat;ik 
effectually secured him from all narrowness of tem^ 
per, and moroseness of behaviour towards those who 
differed from him in bpinioa. He used frequently io 
WBLjs that most differences among Christians were 
chiefly in words; and that their sentiments wars 
nuich nearer than their expressions : and he had al-^ 
ways instances at hand to prove this : and compared 
the quarrels ofparties among Christians, to engage 
n>ents that happen in armies ; when they fall foul on 
their friends, thinking that they are enemies : but the 
animosity ceases when the discovery is made; which 
dst^m be the happiness of good men in heaven, wfaat»> 
ever heats and mistakes may be among them hetei 
And what charitable thoughts he had of good men^ 
though of diff^ent persuadons, will appear from wfant 
follows. 

'^ Were the circulation of the* blood as muchdis^ 
putaUe in physic, as purgatory, transubstantiaiioB^ 
and many other tilings are in divmity ; and did some 
doctors build their practice upon the stagnation -of 
the blood, and others upon 4he circulating of it : would 
not each side of these ciy down the practice of (the 
other, as founded upon a mortal, error ; (since both 
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sides of a contradiction can never be true) and by 
Mnseqtience, that theywho take the wrong sid€ must 
toeeds murder the bodies of men ? On the contrary, 
we should find them both upon the matter equally 
successful in their practice ; because the force of phy- 
fii*c depends not so much upon speculation, and hy- 
pothecs, as observation and practice. In like man- 
ner, in divinity; it is easy for men to give plausible 
arguments^ fbr any thing, and which they themselves 
wili call demonstration ; and to ^assert that the erring 
side, or the side that differs from them, must ne^ds 
Ttrin the souls of men. Whereas we find that error 
has not so great an influence upon people's lives^ as 
tb^y would make us believe ; but that upon the mat- 
ter, these- differing parties are equally successful in 
tte practice' of piety : (that is to say, there are good 
men of all parties in the Christian Church, except 
such as deny the very fundamentals of religion) 
Churchmen and Dissenters, Arminians and Cal- 
vinists, hare all produced very pious men ; and that, 
b^ause the regulating men's lives and actions does 
not depend so much upon their understandings, as 
Upon their wills and afiections ; not so much on spe- 
culation, as oti exerciide and practice. Ged kno\i% 
how-to excuse theaeerrotsof our judgment, provided 
W6' keep a/ good conscience, and take care to follow 
it;" 

The divisions which prevail among ChristiaHs he 
Iteartily bewailed : he saw how nmcb of passion and 
worldly interest there was in them ; and bow destracu 
tive they are to piety and charity. But then he cofl- 
ddered, tbftt charity obliged him to lck)k upon ell 
k2 
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Christians as his brethren ; as children of the same 
father, and members of the same family to which he 
belonged ; and consequently that he must not hate 
nor persecute any of them : that he ought to lament 
their divisions, and do all that in him lay, to heal 
their breaches, and cure their animosities ; but still 
they had a right to his charity, and to his prayers. 

But Mr. Bonnell always expresses his own sense 
in the fittest words, and in the clearest manner. And 
this being a matter of great moment, it is to be hoped 
that the judgment of one so eminent for piety and 
charity, will have its just weight with every consider- 
ing reader. 

^' Christian religion/* says he, " is but one : the be- 
lief of one Trinity in Unity, and the redemption of the 
world, by the incarnation and passion of the Lord 
, Jesus Christ; and a life answerable to this belief* 
This is the ground and substance of it. But because 
God has thought fit, for the humbling of men, to 
leave their minds subject to error, (the erroi* of the 
judgment not being sin, but of the will,) therd have 
arisen several differences among the professorsiof this 
one religion ; each endeavouring what they can (as is 
natural to men, fond of their own productions) to 
raise the merit of their differences ; and to. pretend 
them to be of more essentialness, and weight in reli- 
gion, than indeed they are. Evil-mindeaand politic 
men, knowing the .eagerness of mankind in points of 
religion, whet on this zeal to promote their worldly 
.designs. The matter spreading, and many being en.- 
. gaged in it, who have no religion at all, cry up these 
differences as the tests and soul of religion. Thus 
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the world runs into factions, and good men silently 
wonder and grieve. They are sensible that none of 
all these differences are religion ; and that the zeal of 
abetting them^ is nothing else but worldly faction ; 
that pious men may abound in their own sense, and 
may differ from others in matters of judgment, (which 
are not inconsistent with the above-mentioned sub- 
stance of religion,) while with modesty, humility, and 
submission, they keep them to themselves. Thus all 
professors of this one religion may unite ; and all true 
ones do unite in the bond of charity. But those that 
insist on those differences, with such zeal as they 
should do on the substance, have either no religion, 
or almost none at all. Hence it is we so often hear ; 
• Of what religion are you ?' as if there were several 
religions in the Christian world. In some, the ques- 
tion ought not to be, ' Of what religion V But, ' Of 
what faction V They that run their differences high, 
and insist on them more than on the substance, in 
which all true Christians agree; let them pretend what 
they will, are not religious, but factious ; that is, have 
■not spiritual, but worldly designs to serve ; worldly 
passions to gratify." 

In another place, upon the same subject, he ex- 
presses himself as follows : 

*' There has been no age of the Church, in which 
the devil lias not found means to bring in some matter 
of division ; taking occasion by men's imperfect judg- 
ments, corrupt humours, factiousness, irreligiousness, 
and worldly designs. And in every age, the division 
on foot seems weighty, and of great importance, how- 
ever slight it be in itself. And the reason is, becaxise 
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this world is iBterwov^n with it; worldly profits, ad- 
-vantages^ and honours, and men*s heats aod aaimosi* 
ties seising from thence. 

*^ But when these are ceased, and afterr ages ocme 
to consider the difierencies in cold blood, and freettont 
from those secular things that accompanied them ixk 
the times when they were on foot; they cannot but 
admire at the madness of men ; and wondet; what it 
was should put them into such heats about such 
trifles. The Tieason plainly is, that worldly diesignnig 
men, knowing that nothing, animates men's zeal m 
much, as what relates to religion, cany on their de- 
signs under notions of it : for instance : if thosScab^Ht 
the governing part of a state, have a mind to 0i«^e 
more room for their friends, by excluding others from 
favour : or, on the other hand, if men have ambiticm 
to make themselves popular, and any difference be 
sowed by the devil (who is the sower of tares) among 
the people, both these parties shall espouse the oppo- 
site part of this difference ; and endeavour to run 
down their adversaries until the matter run so high 
ill the notion of the vulgar, as if heaven and damna. 
tion depended on it. Heretofore the Church comma* 
nicated infants, as thinking it necessary to salvation; 
now it doth not : would it not be a sad thing that 
blood should be drawn m this controveray on. either 
side ? And yet how often is it done upon much less ? 
How high did. the Predestinarian and Armiman coa- 
troversy run but lately ? And yet how slight does it 
seem now ? And how very idle that men should fail 
out about what none of them understand." 

And what Mr. BonnelFs principle and practice 
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tverewiih respect to tbe divisions of the church ; tm 
tttay learn from what in anoHher place he says upon 
that argument ; and which still more fully proves tfafi 
greatness of his charity. 

•* A wise and good man^ whose: lot should be to 
dwell in a place, wherCi the people were all banded 
against one another in several factions^ bei^g families 
all proceeding from one stock, and all allied to him ; 
weuld make it his. business to carry himself as indif- 
ferently between them as he could ; heartily grieving 
«l their breach of friendship, and. pitying their anir 
mosities: but being all his relations, he would, 
wherever he came, endeavour to sow peace among 
the differing parties ; he would espouse none of their 
intcgnests, nor engage.in any of iheir quarrels. But 
if he' heardi that branch of the family, which was 
nearly related to him, with whom he lived, and who, 
ixi his opinion, had the justest cause, and most right 
on their side: if he heard that, I say, villified and 
unjustly mproached, he would generously interpose^ 
and offer some inoffensive apologies, perhaps with fit 
reprehensions to the aggressors. The church of 
€hrist is one body, but miserably broken into several 
factions, springing grom different causes^ according 
to the di^Eeirent passions or interests of men. A wise 
and sober Christian reckons himself truly allied :to 
all, pities and grieves at their unhappy differenoefi^ 
and is very unwilling to n^ke himself a party in 
their quarrels, which worldly and ill-minded men on 
each side have raised, or at least fomented. He 
eairies himself indifferently among them, and as one 
pneoncecned in their childish disputes. But if the 
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interest and honour of that churchy whereof he was 
bom, and lives a member, be nearly concerned ; he 
interposes with the gravity and authority of a fa- 
ther : he reprehends and vindicates, as one above the 
contention^ and not as a party but a judge." 

I shall conclude this head of his charity, with his 
own description of it : and never any knew it better, 
or practised it more. 

" Oh! what is this excellent gift of charity; 
without which, whosoever liveth, is counted dead 
before thee ; or even giveth his body in martyrdom 
for thee, gains nothing 1 It is even the whole orna- 
ment of a Christian mind ; the complex of spiritual 
graces : it is to be meek under injuries, and tenderly 
<;ompassionate to the miserable. It is to rejoice in 
the good of all men, and have a mean opinion of 
ourselves, our own abilities and deserts. It is to hate 
no man; to treat none outrageously or bitterly. It 
is to be more concerned for the good of others, than 
.our own praise ; never to be transported in an undue 
measure ; never to be captious, nor apt to take any 
thing amiss; to mourn for every thing that is sin, 
and take exceeding pleasure in the good that any 
do ; to be difficult in entertaining bad reports, and for- 
ward in believing good ; unwilling to despair of any-, 
and to undervalue our own pains to procure their 
benefit. 

' *' This is to have the same mind which was in our 
blessed Saviour, and resemble him, as a child re- 
sembles his parent. In such he is pleased, is satis- 
fied, and comforted, over all the troubles he has 
undergone for our sakes. These only can be pleasing 
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tx> himi and thought worthy by him to bear his name. 
Whatever other good is done, (if any can be, with- 
out this temper) is never owned nor accepted by him. 
Dear Jesus, let me think on this lesson, till thou 
hast graciously taught it my soul ; that I may have 
the honour to be hke thee, whom I own for the joy 
bf my heart, and the delight and suppoi't of my life. 
Atnen.** 

' One in whom the preceding virtues j^ ^ ^^^^ ^^_ 
Jto eminently shined, must^ very well lous and faithful 
qualified to discharge all the duties of ™" * 
friendship. And this we may justly reckon one of 
Mr. Bonneirs excellences ; that he was a most sin- 
cere, faithful, and zealous friend ; had all those qua- 
lities which could render his friendship desirable ; 
firmness and resolution, sincerity and openness, 
prudence and candour, generosity and love. He 
declined no trouble nor hazards to serve his friends. 
He assisted, he advised them in all their diflSculties 
and doubts, and constantly prayed for them. And 
he had one property of a true friend, very rarely 
to be met with, (because true friendship is so) which 
was, always to deal plainly with his friends, and tell 
them what he disliked in their conduct : but this he 
did not in a haughty imperious way, but with the 
prudent endearments and tenderness, ^ well as sin- 
cerity of a friend ; in such a manner, as by his re- 
proofs to oblige them, and fix them faster to his 
friendship. 

He was not long in this kingdom before his friend- 
ship: was very much coveted ; and still as he l^ame 
more known, it was desired the more. He was inti- 
K 6 
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mately acquainted with many of oar bishops; but 
his chief friends, among them were. Doctor Doppiag, 
late Lord Bishop of Meath; and Doctor Foley^ late 
hord Bishop of Down and Connor, who made Mr* 
Bonnell one of his executors : the deaths of these 
aoainent prelates he truly lamented, but much more 
for the church's sake than his own. Such were 
likewise Doctor Wet^nhalU the present Lord Bishop 
of Kilmore and Ardagh'; and Doctor King,. Lord 
Bishop of Derry : their Lordships maintained a con* 
stant and most .intimate correspondence with him: 
they consulted him in most of their affairs, and paid 
a very, great deference to his judgment; and still 
speak of his! virtues with a. particular pleasure. 

Among the gentry; bis friendship was courted by 
most, who were so happy as to have any opportunity 
of doing it, and .had a. right, relish of learning or 
piety : but with some he.contracted a giseat intimacy ; 
• Since particularly the Honourable Sir Robert 
^^^^' King*, Baronet ; who has a particular vene^ 
ration for Mr. Bonnell's memory, speaks of him with 
the greatest delight, and ever since his death, has 
expressed longing desires of seeing hislife puUidbed. 
To whom I ^all only add, John , Bulkley, and Jsobn 
Reading, Esquires, late of the city of Dublin; 
who, as with Mr. Bonnell, they were comely in. their 
lives, so in their deaths they were very. little divided; 
it having pleased Qod to take them both to -himself 
in a short time after Mr. Bonnell : so that|. in leas 
than three months, the city of Dublin was deprived of 
three gentlemen, who were eminent patterns of piety 
and goodness. 
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Many of the physicians of Dublin were likewise 
hi$ iBtimate friends^ which they would never have 
been^ had they not beea as eminent for their, piety as 
their abilities in their, own profession: and bis ae-^ 
quaiatance was desired, a,iid frieudBhip courted, by 
the most considerable of the olei^ for piety 9<e4 
leaming;, several of wh<»n advised with .him in their 
difficiilties aad doubts; partioularly where any maa^a 
conscience was concerned: and always paid, a ^eat 
regard to .his j udgment. 

And, indeed, so well was the character of his excel- 
lences confirmed among us; so generally was he 
known, esteemed, and loved in Ireland ; so inoffen- 
sive vvas hi3 life, so free from, censure or blame ; that 
I believe.no. private man, was ever more lamented. 
All professions joined in testifying their concern at 
his de^th. It was looked upon as a general loss ; and 
many ^ho. had never personaUy known him, be- 
wailed it. 

If we cpnsideif Mr-Bonnell with respect ^^^ behavtoi* 
to his several reUtions, we -shall find him to his severe 
an excellent pattern in ev^y duty arising '^ ^^^^' . 
from them. As he had. been blessed with, religious 
parej^ts,' so he ever acknowledged hid obligations to 
their pious. care. They began betimes 
to form his mind to religion : and as their *'^'* ** 
endeavours were so blessed from above, that they 
made him a sincere sei*vant to God ; so of conse- 
.quence> a dutiful son to* themselves. Thus, in one 
place, he speaks of his parents, some years before 
bis marriage. 

" My chiefest benef^ictress on earth, ismy mother ; 
k6 
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she hath brought me up in the way to Heaven : and 
blessed be the memory of my father, which hath in- 
flaenced my life. I have no children to bequeath these 
blessings to, let them descend upon all the faithful 
ehildren of Abraham ; and diffuse themselves the 
morCi for not being confined to a single line, till after 
many descents, they i^all come at last to meet them- 
selves at the great day of Jubilee. O all ye that 
love God, this is my legacy ! The blessing descended 
on me from my father and mother, I leave among 
you." 

If we consider Mr. Bonnell either as a 
°^ "* * son of the church, or a subject of the 
state ; he had all those qualities, which, were they 
universal, would render our church and country 
flourishing and happy. He pursued no private de- 
signs, had no ambition to gratify, fell in with none of 
our parties : and was not only free from faction, but 
all suspicion of it. He offered up his daily prayers 
for all our governors, both spiritual and temporal; 
and was very rarely known to condemn their actions, 
or censure their very faults. And in all cases of 
difficulty and doubt, with relation to government, 
he still begged direction from above, " That his 
mind might be enlightened, and his conscience 
guided by the divine Spirit; and that God would 
instruct him, and all his true servants, to judge 
righteous judgment." 

If we. consider him as a husband, no man 

ever expressed more tenderness and real love. 

He ever found some new way to shew his kindness, 

some peculiar methods of obliging. In every illness 
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of his wife's, he sensibly suffered with her; and 
whenever in his sickness she gave him any assistance, 
he always made fresh and kind acknowledgments of 
her care; and what was more, he instructed, he 
assisted her for Heaven, calling daily upon her to 
join in prayers and praises to God with him. 

His servants he treated with the same ci- „ , 

Servants. 

vility, as if they had served him out of good 
will, and not for maintenance and reward. And 
when they were sick, he behaved himself to them, 
rather as a father, than a master; omitting no expence 
nor care which were necessary for their recovery ; and 
not only providing for their bodies, both in health 
and sickness, but being a faithful instructor and 
monitor to their souls. And those who had been 
bis parents' servants, or attended him in his childhood, 
and at school, were ever after the objects of his cha- 
ritable kindness : he supported them when in want, 
and took care of their children when they could do 
nothing for them. 

In a word, all his friends and relations, all who 
desired, or any way needed his help, he studied to 
assist and relieve; treating them with the most 
obliging civility ; comforting them when in afflic* 
tion or trouble ; reproving them when in sin ; and 
supplying them when in want : and all this, Avithont 
any other view or design, than the conscientious dis- 
charge of his own duty ; and that by all the services 
he was able to do them, he might engage them in the 
service of his great Master, and make them his 
fellow-candidates for Heaven. 

I have thus given a faithful, though imperfect re- 
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presentation of Mr. Boaneirs virtues ; and am per- 
Buaded^ that, the picture bears 3ome resefublaoce to 
it9 original, whatever its particular defects ^may be; 
which ara the fewer^ that so much of it is the workf^ 
bis own^masterly hand. And no doubt th^ whole will 
sufficiently convince us, that his piety .and goodness 
were of a strain very rarely to be met with ; and that 
the more we make him our rule and pattern, both in 
reUgious and civil life, the nearer we shall come to 
perfection. 

And now to give his character in short 
H- chiini!t ^^" BonnelJ, like another Samuel, seems 
to have been consecrated to God from 
the womb, and to have had bis first dawnings of rea- 
son enlightened by grace. He made early and quick 
improvements ia .knowledge and learning, greater in 
religion and piety. He began his journey to Heaven 
in the morning of life, and remembered his Creator 
in the days of his very childhood. He had noble and 
generous thoughts of God, joined with the humblest, 
lowest . thoughts of himself; and a most inflamed 
, love to our blessed Saviour. And by these principles 
were his life and actions influenced and governed : for 
in God he placed his confidence and trust ; to God 
he resigned himself» his concei^ns, and very desires. 
With the lowest humility he submitted to his will, 
and with unparalleled patience bore his corrections. 
In silence he underwent pain and anguish, or, if he 
spake, it was all prayers and praises. His devotions 
had their daily returns with the sun ; nor was it more 
constant in its course than they: prayer was the 
entertainment of his health, and support of vhis 
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sickness, his greatest delight and, joy. He saw 
clearly through the. vanity of life, and wisely coosi* 
dered, how short-lived and unsatisfying, all its plea* 
sures are ; and« therefore, proposed to himself a nobler 
end; and^ by an active faith, looked beyopd the 
grave. There he saw joys which can never fail; 
upoa which he entirely fixed his heart, and all the 
bent of his desires ; and continued constant, at every 
duty, which, might help him forward towards the 
happy ^lansions of eternal pleasures. 

In his conversation there was an easy cheerfulness, 
mixed with a .religious gravity, something that com- 
manded and pleased at once : and in all his actions, in 
his mien and behaviour, there appeared, an humble 
modesty, a natural openness and sincerity ; nothing 
that, was dark or designing, assuming or vain, po- 
sitive or morose ; but all plainness, gentleness, meek- 
ness. He laboured with great application to bring 
his passions to a ready submission to the dictate^ of 
grace and reason; and by the happy methods he 
used, gained a mighty conquest over them. He fixed 
them upon proper objects, and kept them within 
narrow bounds : or, if he ever allowed them greater 
liberty, it was whiin, warmed by an active zeal, he 
endeavoured the advancement of piety, and the sup- 
pression of vice. 

With respect to the other duties of the Christian 
life, his justice was unshaken, his integrity unsus- 
pected. Interest lost all power where duty was con* 
cemed ; and he was assaulted by it, e^s a rock is by 
the sea, its waves are broken, but the rock stands 
firm and unmoved. His hands were never sullied 
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with disputable gain, nor his heart infected with any 
kind of fraud. Slander and detraction bore no part 
in his conversation ; and he put the best constructions 
upon actions they were capable of bearing. 

He had a true Christian concern for the souls and 
bodies of men, and did all that in him lay to supply 
the wants of both. He was zealous for the church 
whereof he was a member, yet charitable to those who 
differed from him : and his very enemies shared in 
his love, his compassion, and his prayers. It was 
his daily study to be useful to the world, and to do 
good to mankind ; and he never rejoiced more, than 
when Providence gave him an opportunity of com- 
forting any in distress, or relieving any in want. 

As to his relations, there could not be a more du- 
tiful obliging son, a more tender and indulgent hus- 
band, a more faithful and zealous friend ; making his 
friends' concerns, in the kindest manner, his own ; 
sharing in their sorrows and joys, and declining no 
pains to do them good in their fortunes, their charac- 
ters, and souls. Our governors could not desire a 
better subject, nor our church a better member; sub- 
mitting to her authority, waiting upon her service, 
and reverencing her laws, and adorning all by a hea- 
venly example. 

And though he always studied to be little known, 
yet such excellences could not be hid; he was 
known, and justly valued ; he was honoured by the? 
bad, and beloved by the good of eveiy persuasion. 
He was regarded by the great, and consulted by the 
wise.^ A general love attended him in his life^ and as* 
general sorrow waited on him to his grave. 
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And now, from the preceding account of .Mr. 
Bonnell's life and character* I leave it to all compe- 
tent judges to determine, if he was not a truly great 
man, according to all just notions of greatness^ which 
can never be separated from piety and goodness. 
And whether many, who are reckoned heroes in the 
records of time, do not fall short of him in many 
instances of substantial virtue. For wherein did 
their greatness principally consist^ but in raising a 
dust, and making a noise in the world? In com* 
manding armies, and laying countries waste? In 
committing acts of violence and cruelty, and doing 
much mischief to mankind? Whereas his prin* 
ciples led him on to make all rejoice, but none mourn ; 
to do men good in their valuable concerns, in their 
fortunes, their bodies^ but chiefly in their souls. He 
studied to transcribe in his life, all the imitable per* 
fections of God ; and to be truly great, by resembling, 
as much as possible, that infinite fountain of great- 
ness and goodness. 

. And from the same account of Mr. Bonnell's piety, 
and the several instances given of his virtues, we may 
see how glorious Christianity appears, when it duly 
influences our lives, and governs our actions : when 
it smooths our native roughness, and softens us into 
love and good nature, humility and meekness, gentle* 
Aess and charity : when it enlightens the head with 
exalted thoughts of God, and warms the heart with his 
love and fear : when it opens our mouths in prayers 
and praises, our hands to the poor, and otir doors to 
strangers : when it plants a firm faith in the soul, 
which is fruitful in producing all graces and virtues 
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there ; when it armaiUfturfth steady justice and truth, 
laifihaken eonstaiicy, and lioymcible* patietice : .when 
it exalts tts abcxve the/ world; gives us justaenttmenta 
of itsvaniij^aad stirong desires after unseea deiights : 
when itenlargesvour prospect beyond the grave, and 
presents the <spiiatnal world to our vie w» and fills na 
with enlivening hopes of being for ever happy there: 
when these hopes so powerfully aict; upon our sonis, 
that we can be imconcemed spectators of hunom 
gifflKtness, }and> de^fflre- sikntly and :Oftlmly to jwum 
through -this. world: la a word » when Christianifej 
makes, us UTe>4^Qnva»e, and i act here, as this great 
example of piety before ;U$»: did: it is. then that it 
^ines wjfth.an irresistible beauty, and ravishes zH, 
wbo.aitenlively behold it^ with its obairms. 

: May we iu>t likewise karn from what has been said 
oC^ Mr. BonneU's strict life,, and constant discharge 
of: every ieligio\is duty; that religion is no impossiUe 
work« when, we in earnest set abput it : and that the 
difficulties of piety, and pressures .of temporal affairs* 
are no.re^MKmabla excuse: for neglecting the duties of 
it! ForJierawe' have an instance .of one, whore- 
pooeiled. a life of religion and business together; who 
omitted Aooffiee of civil life,, nor act of devotion; 
who lived :in the midat of temporal affairs, yet had 
his oonvevaation in Heaven. Here we may see what 
mislaken notions they have» who think a wilderness, 
or aeell^ the only scene of true devotion ; for what 
is tha,ti but puitting our candle under a bushel, and 
nptletting it shine before men ? Whereas Mr. Bonoell, 
like Enoch, walked with God amidst the throng of 
daily business ; the private cares of a fitmily, and the 
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eocaeientious dischairge of .a iv«igb4y employntfit. 
Let 'this then silence opr oomplaints of.TtUgion^.aad 
tara them allagaimt ourselves, and make us ovn 
that wewaat not time tO:.serve God, but zeal ; .Mod 
that we haye not too much busiaess^Jbut too little 
grace. 

From the foregoiog life may we» mot ftl»lher^ leara^ 
what little ground there is for spif itual prida and va- 
nity in the world ? Heretwe sea a person^who^ mtde 
it his eoQslant «tudy to ''deny ujngodliness and 
worldly luats, and to live' soberly, righteouslyi asfd 
godly V' yet did all this with 'the profouiMiast humit 
lity and lowliness ^ none could hare meaner thouglnts 
(^ himself; none eould be fsurtber from despismg 
others : let this consideration, make .us, who fall ^i»8t)y 
short of him in many instances of goodness, inataad^of 
boasting of our righteousness,. or trusting, in it^iS 
the ]Koud Pharisee did, use the bumble languag^^i^ 
the publican^ and say, God be merciful to usaiapieiHS^! 

And is it not for the h<Hiour of the* reformed ^elip 
gion, that it can give such <ai| instance (and blessed 
be <Jod» that many others can be ^vea likewise,) of 
all that strict severe piety which the Bomefiista pro» 
iend to, as only to be found in their religious houses? 
Siure I am, that were the lives of their most celebrated 
saints, compared with this gentleman's charaoter> ^if 
they can. be galled lives^ which, are so full of foble,) a 
manifest difference would soon appear. Here all thai 
atrictness in reality^ to which many of them were. oiaJy 
pretenders : but withal, a piety that was rational and 
sober ; prudent and intelligible ; n^ek and charitable; 
useful to the world, and charming in, itself: afuetyy 
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that was not clouded by melancholy, nor disturbed 
with. superstition, enthusiasm, and other foolish pas- 
sions : a piety, that was not supercilious and proud ; 
cruel and designing; but was tempered with the meek- 
ness and lowliness of Christ : and that love and joy, 
peace, long-suffering, goodness, and faith, which are 
the genuine fruits of the Spirit of God. 

Must it not also be matter of great joy to the Church 
of England, to see all its principles and laws, so truly 
transcribed in the life of one of its excellent sons? 
Here is all that generous piety, that unbounded cha- 
rity and love, which are so remarkable in our Church. 
Here is religion in its native beauty, and most charm- 
ing dress ; as it beans the greatest resemblance to its 
divine Founder ; and has most of Ood, and Christ, 
and heaven in it. And would we behold a Church- 
of-England man, who has all the accomplishments 
she can give him ; who has fully imbibed her doc- 
trine, and gives himself up to the conduct of her law»; 
who joins daily in her devotions, and receives the 
Holy Sacrament from her hands ; who partakes of her 
extensive charity, and is actuated by her primitive 
spirit; who honours her laws, and lives up to her pre- 
cepts : consider Mr, Bonnell well, and *' it is he." This 
Church he honoured and loved ; and her misfortunes 
he bewailed : he saw her constitution primitive and 
apostolical ; her doctrine pure ; her services rational 
and heavenly : but lamented that so many, who call 
themselves by her name, should bring so much scan- 
dal upon her by their immoral lives. But what he 
could not amend in others, he studied to prevent in 
himself; and effectually shewed to all ^ho knew htm. 
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how glorious our Church would he, did all who own 
her authority come up to her principles in their 
lives. 

And now at last, to come to a conclusion, I would 
desire every one, who considers the life of this excel- 
lent man, to ask themselves this serious question: 
Whether, all tilings duly weighed, this world, and the 
next ; the shortness of life, and the eternity to fol^ 
low; they would not rather Uve and die like Mr. 
Bonnell ; enjoy the present pleasures of his virtues^ 
and be entitled to their exceeding great reward ; than 
act one of the most busy parts of human Ufe ; than 
possess whatever the most boundless ambition can 
cr&ve ; than make the greatest noise and figure in the 
world ? For what is this short life, and all its poor 
concerns ? It appears, and is gone ; flies Uke a sha^ 
daw, and vanishes as a dream. Who then that is 
truly wise, would lose the substantial joys of a good 
conscience ; that peace, those comforts which religion 
gives ; and chiefly, those enlivening hopes of immor* 
tality and glory, which are the happy consequents of 
piety : to glitter awhile in the world, be the subject 
of talk, and gazed at by the multitude ; to strike our 
fellow-creatures with terror, and gratify our pride and 
vain-glory ? how quickly does a death-bed cure us of 
these follies ; give us a new taste and relish of things, 
take ofi* the thick scales which stick to our eyes, and 
the false colours of worldly glory ; till it appears in its 
native littleness and deformity, and at last vanishes 
into nothing? Then shall we be convinced, (O why 
are wq not before?) that there is no wisdom like se- 
curing our eternal interest ; nor madness, like losing 

9 
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ottr souk/ though we got thfe whole world in ex- 
diange. 

But such a life as Mr, BonneU's was, brings every 
day^new ddights to thcf soul : the pleasures it ghres 
incflWLW with' time, itttprove -upon enjoyment; and 
lessm no^ingrateful relish upon tlve m^ndj A soul so 
resfigiied to Ood, is calm amidst? nil' the storms of foN 
tme, and disorders of the world', is not afi?aid of men» 
nor disturbed at evil tidiftgii ; but goes quietly through 
a vorid of noise and vftnity ; knowing that it is under 
the care of infinite power and' wisdom ; and stitl hm 
iieAven in its view : heaven ! that end of all labour^ 1 
and sanctuary from trouble and sin ! that eternal re*- 
treat from' grief, from misery and )3ain! the* residence 
ofvGody and angek^ and happy spirits! a soul firmly 
fixed' upon heaven and heavenly things, pities the 
vain- Idesigns and restlefss pursuits of mankind; and 
wondeis )that so much tim^ and' labour should be 
thrown away, upon w*hat can never profit, and very 
imperfectly please ; which, well employed, might s^ 
cure present tranquillity ^nd peace, with a happy re- 
vereioH of endless joy and glory • Such a happy sod 
liBowa and considers^ that most of these restless and 
aspiring mortals, shall be snatched away in the midst 
of their 'projects and hopes ; and then, full of anguish 
and vain remorse^ shall sadly wish, that they had 
minded this world less, and the other more^ 

If then the caser be reaUy so; if religion be* oitir 
only happiness, and piety our truest wisdom : the 
twe we should make of this great example of all 
these is, to bewail the imperfections of « our graees^ 
the cokioess of our devotions, and the many defecfli 
12 
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of «tl our religious performances ; wheti compared with 
his exalted pi^ty, his deep^ huimlity, bid flaming zeal 
and love. This consideration should check our toiuv 
ing though tls^ and keep us from orenratiiig our own 
worth, which falls so vastly short .of his; who yet 
was as low in his own estel^m as he was high in that 
of others. But chiefly, his example should inflame 
oar zeal> and set every faculty in motion; should 
make us earnest in our prayers for his graces, and in 
our endeavours to imitate his virtues ; that we may 
at last share in his reward. 

And since angels rejoice at the conversion of sin- 
ners ; and since Mr. Bonnell's zeal for souls was so 
great in his imperfect state ; and no doubt is now 
refined into a seraphic flame : we cannot but hope, 
that if either his writings or his life be instrumental 
in turning one sinner from his evil ways ; or confirming 
any in their good purposes and actions ; it will add to 
his joy, and improve his glory in heaven. 

And we need not question, but we shall par- 
take in his happiness; and join for ever with him in 
that work of praise, which was his most delightfu) 
exercise below, and is a great part of his reward above i 
if with his diligence and care, we watch over our 
hearts, our tongues, and steps : if with the fervours 
and humility of his soul, we pray for grace and 
strength from God to walk in the Divine laws and 
commandments; and particularly, to " be kept'' (as be 
in one place expresses it) " from speaking a vain or 
proud thing, doing an unjust thing, or thinking an 
impure thing." 

Ii short, if, Uke him, we would be happy, like him. 
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we must be wise. Not according to the mistaken 
" wisdom of this world/', which is ^' foolishness with 
God :*' but that wisdom which is from above ; which 
descends from the Father of lights, and God of all 
grace. And St. James's description of that wisdom, 
gives us Mr. Bonnell's character in very few words : 
" For he was pure and peaceable; gentle, and easy 
to be entreated ; full of mercy and good fruits ; with- 
out partiality, and without hypocrisy." Jam. iii. 17. 
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The following Sennon was drawn up and preached 
in much haste ; my dear friend's death being a great 
surprise to me) who was then but just come up from 
home, into^the city, and very full of business, which 
had been as unexpected as it was of concernment to 
mc From such haste and discomposure it necessa- 
rily came to pass, that I could neither do the nume- 
rous congregation I was to preach to, that service ; 
nor the deceased, that justice, which I willingly would 
have done to both. But having endeavoured what 
I could in those circumstances, and finding my poor 
^^ormance accepted ; I could not deny a copy of it 
(such as it was) to the importunity of some, whose 
grief and weakness suffered them not to be hearers : 
nor do I think it reasonable now, at the instance of 
the same persons, to withstand the publication of it ; 
which is but a poor duty to the memory of one, whom 
I loved so highly, and knew so well. 
L 2 
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I am heartily glad to see a more perfect delineation 
of this great example, from the hand of one, who had 
more time, and better informations, than could then 
be obtained by me. And however some may think 
that both the author of the foregoing life, and myself, 
have set our d^eased friend's character above what 
there was real ground ; for I must take the liberty 
sacredly to protest, that I think we have both hither- 
to come short of his intrinsic worth* 

Had I not had a very high sense thereof, I should 
not have chosen the text I have made use of, for the 
discourse at his funeral : my fii^t subject would not 
have answered my second : but I truly believed, that 
if ever soul on earth felt itself united to that glorious 
company of *' the spirits of just men made perfect** 
above, his soul did. I had bad for several years, (as 
often as we could meet,) most intimate conversatk>ii 
with him : and when we were distant from one another, 
no less constant correspondence by letters : and I must 
profess, I have often been warmed, and almost trans* 
ported, even by his letters, as well as his discourse : 
nor have I, among the many acquaintances I have 
had, met with any of so devout and heavenly a spkit, 
one person only excepted, who, I hope, is yet in the 
land of the living ; and I pray God he long may be so. 

I can scarce think there is any serious unprejudiced 
person, that, but in a tolerable degree, knew Mr. 
Bonnell, who must not say, if he be true to his own 
sense of things, that his conversation was in Heetven, 
in every (even the strictest) sense of the phrase. He 
was truly a citizen of the New Jerusalem. His tem- 
per, his discourse, (than which comnipnly tfa^re is 
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Jiothiog more shews the abundance of the heart) his 
3vhole life, and all his actions ; his way of conversii^ 
in the world, and in. a sort, his very mien, bespoke 
tam such* A sweet and unafiected contempt of this 
ivorld appeared in his behaviour. As far as. I have 
lieen able to see or leam» in all the opportunities he 
bad to enrich himself, (which were not. a few) money 
tieither stuck to his fingers nor his heart. He lived 
inuthe midst of much business,, (and the greatest part 
of it very troublesome) with a mind full of com** 
posednesB ; with affections free from being entaii^led 
by earthly concernments, or the secret witchcraft of 
seen and sublunary goods. 

. His soul was above the frowns of great ones, as 
well as the caresses of the common sort ; faithful to 
all, in what was their true interest. His singular 
prudence and dexterity in managing that great and 
necessary (though most difficult and commonly un- 
welcome) office of reproof, has been touched by the 
hand I before mentioned. I could relate some happy 
instances thereof, did not the circumstances of some 
survivor make it inconvenient, 

I will add thereto, the mention of only one other 
holy art, which he was as great a master of, as any I 
have known. Let the company wherein he was be 
talking of whatsoever they happened to fall on, he 
would, without affectation, very naturally, and not 
straining any thing said for a connexion, bring about 
the discourse to religious and profitable subjects. I 
have admired his facility and godly simplicity here* 
in : and I cannot forbear recommending the study of 
such edifying conversation, to all serious Christians ; 

l3 
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eipecially to clei^men, and that tviA more than 
eommon care» in their Lord*s*day table talk^ and 
ordinary visita on that day, if they make any. 

There were many other personal excellencea, in 
which my deceased friend was eminent, that I may 
not» and am glad I need not, particularly insist on 
in this place. In short, I am truly of qpinion^ that 
in the best age of the church on earth, had he lived 
therein, he would haye passed for a saint, and: a very 
exemplary person. And I seriously pray, that bsj 
idio seem to envy him the character that has been 
given him, (for some such I am sensible there may? be) 
may not faU short of one half of his vit;^ue8. 

These are (bona fide) the real sentiments of, good 
reader. 

Thy true friend and servant. 

In our Lord Christ Jesus, 

E. iOLMOBE and AilQAe», 



y Google 



SERMON 



FRBACBBD AT TUB 



FUNERAL OE JAMES, BQfirNSIX^ESQ. 



H£B» X1I..23. 

Thb^ «k)quAnt aod learoftdauduHi of tht& Epi^tle^ (for 
such h« .waar ka an ordiBary course of attainmeKit, 
as well aa axtmordioarily: iaq>it^) imhadiec St Paul, 
or SU liUkOf or &L BariMibbaa^ ov whoe? ei^ Bpeada 
mack of U^ ia comparing thfi legal aad^eTaogeliisd 
dispensation; thati8>.Qod'^ method or Sacmiof ma^' 
naging, the eovenaat undw the law* and uadartbe 
gospel; and having stated .both» he^ by the state of 
such comparisoni all along asserts< and prcwes the 
great transcaadency of the gospel dispensation above 
that of the law* 

This he ckies^ even. ki. a oonsidirable pait of the 
chapter, whence I haare takea these; words; making 
the result of the comparison an acgiunent to aggvat 
vate men*s disobedience to the gospel, above the old 
Jews' disobedience. to the law. 
l4 
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The point on which the comparison here runs i9, 
the manner of the publication of each. The delivery 
of the law was dreadful^ or with most amazing ter* 
rors ; withal threatened to be fatal to such who shoald 
but tpuch the mountain whence it was pronounced : 
all put together, the terrors such, that " they who 
heard it, could not endure to hear it again/^ But the 
promulgation of the gospel was calm, sweet, charaoi- 
ing, and every way salutary ; such, which not only 
enamoured all its hearers with what they heard, but 
endeared to them the very places where it was de* 
livered ; the persons who were sent to deliver it ; and 
even the whole society and multitude of them, who 
were partakers of those blessed tidings, making them 
all, however distant, one body, by union of hearts^ 
mutually transported, and^ made the happier by one 
toother's growing happiness. This is the sum of 
verse 18, 19, 20. and to the end of the 24th verse. ^ 

Particularly in ver. 18, and so for four verses to-» 
gether, he sets forth the astonishing manner wherein 
the law was delivered : from ** a mount that indeed 
might be touched or felt,'* (xpriXafjxoiiiv^}.) In its own 
nature it was, as any other bodies, an object of feel« 
ing; but yet it "burned with fire," and was de- 
clared at that time so holy, that it '* might not be 
touched :" for, *^ If so much as a beast touch it» 
{Olyy, by actual contact pressed it) the beast should 
be stoned, or thrust through with a daft*.'* And to 
enhance the dreadfulness of all, while the law was 
about to be delivered, and in the very dehvery of it, 

* Exod. xix. 13, 13. 
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*• Blackness and darkness," says our author; ** Thtin-^ 
dering and lightning, and a thick cloud," says Moses^ 
** were upon the mount.'* And from thence " tl^e 
sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words^ which 
they that heard^ entreated that the word should not 
be spoken to them any more, for they could not en- 
dure that which was commanded *.*' So terrifying 
scene was the promulgation of the law on mount Sinai.- 
Theri, on the other hand, in three verses, (viz. "22, 
23, 24.) he represents the nature of our calling unde** 
the Gospel. *' Ye are come unto mount Sion, and 
tmtb the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem ; to an innumerable company of angels ; to the 
general assembly and Church of the first-born, which 
are written in heaven ; and to God, the Judge of ^11 ; 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect ; and (o 
Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant ; and to the 
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel." All these glorious eminences of thlg 
evangelical state, above the law, are verified to Chris- 
tian people, even in the present mortal life ; for herein 
are we initiated and incorporated unto the ^' city of 
the living God,'* which is his Church, the *' spiritual 
mount Sion." Herein we have the knowledge of an 
unseen world, wherein we are taught, " are an innu- 
merable company of angels :** and both they have 
more communion with us, and consequently we 
with th^n, than we are aware of. Herein are we 
assured, that the souls of saints departed are in a 
paradisiacal state above; that the ''spirits of just 

^ Exod. six. Itf. 

l6 
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men made iptrSdf^'' are one part :0£ tibfitlktaireidy m^ 
habitants^. 

But much mom irUl all these thmgi be^ireriieAio 
118^ aod in ue* whe&>we ourseli^si shall hafteefaol.tlw 
great gulph» and be tcanaporttd into thiit motli d 
blessed spirits. And y^i^ regard to thta li^ttec Goeb 
dition, which we hope lor, shall I take! theaa wotdsr 
and conclude thence this propositi<m: 

*' It will be one branch and advantage of ouk fili- 
cily in heaven, that we shall there axjoy the ^oeieiy 
pf the spirits of just men made peilect/' 

For opening and making good hereof, there amtaio 
points necessary to be stated^ or two difficulties to be 
resolved. 

I. What perfection the sjHritsof justme9,iihfle 
separated, from theur bodies, may be conceived to at« 
tain to. 

II. What happiness their society can be there io 
us, their Christian brethren, when gatheted to them. 

As to the first of these. What perfe^sion the sfnAto 
of just men, while separated from the body, may he 
conceived to attain to. This may be resolved in thmt 
particulars. 

I. It is one^ep to per&ction, that in thai SBpaettta 
estate, the spirits are stript of all the lmpediments«aiid 
, disturbances of their perfectioou Divei» of th^ one 
souls are here encompassed with*, as bng aa they iiib- 
habit these houses of cby* wftich wereaU ous: bodiai# 
Such are, 

1. '' All sinful ififimuiijes/' -Theheaitsof actteof 
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tbe iiiatg^ ifi tbeir preseat «8tetey at^fio^ |m^cd', hat 
warn nmami of con^tien' secretly Itirk in them> or 
Qjtofe txx thMw Poflsibly^'douie tmhapf^ pr^pensw 
ties 4o emrtain mns ; scune dteiness m aptness to yield 
tosmadfy tetnptatio&s f soitte vamity or levity of mind i 
tf Qcme^of tbese, yet at least somethitig of afFection- 
te tiu^ things tiiat are sec»i^f some aversion arid loatb^ 
ttess tobe tnmed naked into an imknown worlds and 
ecitevtaiiied witk none but invisible and inteliectual 
ohjeots. : No&ing is there^ in &e ^separate^ estate^ ex-* 
peeled> or to come from sense) from whicb^ not^^^b-' 
slandingyhere we have been accustomed ix^ ttike \iai 
most of onv comforts. This kind of abstract tiiut 
stript ccmdition^ flesh and blood is somewhat fearfal 
to enter into* But from this, amongst other infirmi^ 
ties,, the first step into the nnseen world deliveirs tts* 
Ab iuxm as we are there, and during the separate es« 
tale,larewdl all infirmities of or from sense, for fare^ 
well s^se itself, all its organs being laid aside for that 
paesent estate. 

. A second sort of hindcances to perfection, are '' Pe-' 
nal. Infirmities;'' all such bodily infelicities, which> 
befal us as the punishment of our sins; faintness, 
littibleni9BS, decay of s{nrits, pains, (itis^ses, and othei^ 
itidiq>Qsitions^ by which the; body becomes unfi^andt 
unable.to hold pace with the soul, or to serve and 
eoQCurin ita actions. Oftentimes a man cannot eat 
a meaU but he is unfit for the duties of his commcm^ 
ec Ghiistiaa calling. 
Hie supplying the necessities of nature 

(Animam quoque pragpovdt, 
Atque uffigU humi Divitta parHculam (mraj 
L 6 
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loads the Boul, and fs^tens to earth tliat part of the Di^ 
vine nature. Not to mention here the perplexities of 
men's particular afiairs; our almost incrediUe crossing 
and thwarting ope another, and divers other ways 
preying mutually upOn time and life, and wasting one 
another's good hours. Verily, the impediments of per- 
fection, which arise from our outward circumstances^ 
conditions, and both lawful and necessary employ* 
ments of life, are almost innumerable. But of thesct 
the separate state rids us also. Yea, and of a n^pre 
troublesome sort of evils, which (however spiritual) 
we may justly reckon amongst the penal infirmities 
of our mortal state ; namely, doubts and fears, both as 
to our present and future condition. We see not in 
ours^elves, perhaps, that sanctity we desire ; we feel 
not always that strength of faith, that warmth of 
love, that assurance of hope, with which we remem« 
ber God sometimes to have favoured us. On the 
contrary, we find a great dullness on our spirits; 
which we arc apt to account hardness of heart ; an^ 
we cannot mourn with such tenderness over our sins, 
as we have done. Hereupon we doubt of the sincerity 
or sufficiency of our repentance : we fear ourselves to 
be of the number of those temporary proselytes, whom 
our Lord designed by the stony ground, (Matt, xiii.) 
such who believe, and rejoice in hope, only for a time; 
Again, revolving in our minds our former falls, and 
the strength of our corruptions still, we are apt to en* 
tertain such melancholy and desponding thoughts in 
spirituals, as were those of David in another case, 
•' I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul." These 
are grounds of great sadness, and sore lets to Chris- 
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tiatl perfection. But when once Christ shall have 
delivered us from the burden of corruption, we shall 
immediately find ourselves at ease and rest^ in a state 
of safety and security from all dangers^ and past^ not 
only sinning, but the fear of it. All these^ and any 
other like molesting anxieties, the separate estate sets 
us above. 

3. The last sort of hindrances I shall mention, are, 
the interruptions and disturbances the soul receives 
from the senses ; it can scarce be determined, whether 
our eyes and ears give us more assistance towards 
taking in of knowledge, than hindrances many times 
in digesting those imperfect notices they take in, and 
in pursuing our notions and contemplations : how 
frequently comes it to pass, that having set ourselves, 
I will not say to study, but even to pray, or to medi* 
tate on heavenly and divine things, some' untoward,^ 
unseasonable object is cast in by sense, which tum» 
off thought, and diverts the soul clearly from its pur* 
pose ; stops and checks it in its motion, and quite 
puts it out of its road ; and either scatters or strikes 
dead all happy cogitation and devotion ! 

Now of all these, and the Uke numberless infelici*- 
ties, intanglements and incumbrances, is the spirit 
divested in its separate estate. And being thus set 
free, 

11. It soon arrives at a perfection of its rational 
faculty, which immediately becomes furnished with- 
the most agreeable and felicitating habits. 

1. As to the understanding. It cannot be by us, 
in our present state conceived, what speedy and vast 
progress the soul will make in knowledge, when it 
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AaSi be ftus eDftaoefaised aad set at lAieviy. No** 
ibtilg in that stateean Junder its^ diseursiTe powemi 
thatitshooidnotficoiaoiie trutk known, knmediately 
hiiht many otbeTs.; oc ratihor (uno inhiku) behold aas 
eodleas train ofconsequeatsw 

But it is to be eonsidei^edy the spunts of jast matt 
cannot go out of the world possessed of the notiee 
only of one or two single truths : they ha^e long been 
endowed with what the wise Agar styles^ the know-* 
ledge of ^he holy *. (The insight into tluKt body, and 
wmetf of truths^ wUoh made them wise unto salya*' 
tion.) And fiom such fdenteons stodk of principles^ 
h&sf infiniteiwiU soon be the inlerenees^! At least, hovi^ 
Tastly: TariouB ihe iraprovements, with sueh mii|d», 
adimnced now into the sphere of intelligences, will^ 
make^ draw,^ and accumulate ! And besides the stoek 
of knowledge, they carry hence with them, what nunw 
benuof new objects will entertain them in that world 
of spicks ! The immmerable company of angels ; tbo- 
genecal assembly, and Church of the first-born : (Pa<^ 
triasehs and Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, imd Con«; 
fessors,) but above these, God, the judge of all, and 
Jesus, it^ Mediator of the new covenant t dear Jesus! 
who loved us, and redeemed us with his blood ; (that' 
loBged-'fior specu^) his glorbus person, shall thtt> 
the eyes of our sou^behold. We shall also then know 
ilfimt that Spirit i£F,.^hich has dwelt in^ our hearts, 
attdrsanetifiedua:. and. we shall lutve aa intell^otuid 
ymoA of the Aocifsat of Day%. the etemei and At^ 
imgbty SiiliieR. We shalt then, see^ dearly through 
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ftUtbei^iddles aadmyatesiea ofoivfittlh*. Kajr^^faidi 
dbatt be no vQOi% because; si^ sbftlL be. inits^ioon^ 
Tnily> whcxL I deeply think on these thii^s^.H seeoa 
tOf isie w(»rtfa 0Be!8 laboui to die^ merely>to be.aUe to 
frame but. 0016 direct and propec eoiiceptkn what Ged 
is;^ of whose essence here we can^fortbe umn^ anlf 
fixuBe some negidi^ notions^ that is, rather say whid 
he is not» than what he is : but one minate cf eteniity 
(paodon the expression) will then inform as nrare^than 
all ages of time have here done. The Lumen Glomai^ 
which inquisitiTe wits have talked of^ but the deepest 
Ibsads seem not to know what here to make of, will 
indeed soon shew us anew universe of wonders. Thus 
Imefly as to the perfection of the understanding*: 

II. As^to the will : that shall then perfectly folkiw 
Ae conduct of this raised and heavenly enlightened 
judgment : that shall no longer dispute its dictatee^ 
or in. the least hang back. Indeed it will be wholfy 
transformed into love; into the love of God and Christy 
mrd angels^ and saints^ and amongst the last, evien 
of tiie sainb too that are on earth. Ther» will be na 
desire of any other things^ but what are ei^oyed^ uhm 
less it be of a re*union to the old friends its feliM 
body,, and the gathering tt^ether^ or completing th« 
number of the faithful. The separate spirit may peiw 
haps^ nay^ must in course of nature^ eansestly desive 
to be clothed upon with its house which is fronk 
Heaven: to have its late corruption^ put on inoomip^ 
tkm ; and t^e whole man entirely to be with the Loid^ 
But even this-desirei^aU be without pain or impe^ 
tience ; with the highest submission to^ and compla^ 
oeaay in, the will of God, till the happy^ day of Mk 
10 
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domplishinent come. There will be no desire, whiclr 
vrill not resolve itself into delight : and every act of 
desire will meet with infinite satisfaction in the sight 
of Ood : and that sight still inflaine new desires; 
And thus a constant circulation of delight^ and desire^ 
and satisfaction be maintained, till all be consum- 
mated at the resurrection, and thence to eternity* 
O the depth of the riches of the goodness, and grace,' 
and glory of God ! Thus briefly as to the perfection 
of the will. 

Lastly, we may yet conceive of a third faculty, even 
in the separate soul, and that is memory and con- 
science ; as conscience will then signify a lasting sense 
of what we have done in the body. Now, I say," 
that in the future blessed estate, even this shall be 
perfected. That is, all evil conscience, (all conscience 
of guilt) all sin shall be washed away with the blood 
<^ the Lamb. The penal sense or memory of sin shall 
be entirely taken off and extinct. Only we may 
conceive so much remembrance of our own vilenes^ 
to remain, as may serve, amidst all our glories, to raise 
in us a higher admiration of the most glorious good- 
ness of God, and more passionate love of Christ. Thus 
in the Revelation, while the angels cry, "Holy, holy, 
holy. Lord Grod Almighty, the four and twenty elders 
ftdl down before him that sits on the throne, and wor-* 
ship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying, thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created," Rev, iv. 10, 11.. They re- 
member themselves natumlly vile; however, now 
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frowned and glorious.. They adore^ love, and praise 
Ihe God that has made them otherwise than they 
trere by nature t and lay ail their glories at the feet 
of him who gave them. But, J say, all uneasy me<* 
tnory of sin, and even of their infirmities, while they 
were here below, will be banished. The comfort of 
their good works will stick. These follow them eveo 
in death, (Rev. xiy. 13.) and the solace of a good 
conscience advances into joy unspeakable, aitd fuU 
of glory. Thus as to the perfection of the faculties 
of the separate spirits of just men made perfect. * 

Before we proceed further, something should be 
said, that beside the old faculties which we now have» 
we do not know but we may have some new ones added^ 
suitable to that new world into which we enter; it 
seems to me very probable we shall. But of these 
things we can yet only make conjectures ; however, 
a word in brief as to the perfection of their graces. 

Some graces, even amongst them th&t seem hera 
of the first magnitude, there are, which in their own 
nature argue imperfection : such are faith, and hope» 
and patience, and long suffering, and some like them. 
Now all these, by reason of the perfection of the fu- 
ture condition, shall cease and be changed into what 
is agreeable to perfection. Faith will pass into vision : 
what we now believe, we shall then see ; and so the 
evidence of things not seen, will be at an end. Hope 
will pass into enjoyment, and being possessed of the 
substance of things hoped for, we shall hope no more* 
Expectation, in which the nature of hope essentially 
lies, must in such case be needs at an end. Patience 
of evils, can there have no place, where no ctU dwells^ 
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Mr befOMig'with 0110 anoAerV infivii^ttaii^wiHn dl 
Ottr infiniiitiet (personai and sodal^ or both ova sol 
00 bretbren'sr) are taken- away^ Aad so . of otter 
HiM grades; • But tfaa^preatest of all graces iscbwitjct 
Whieh' will tken ant e^er romaia ; and thai in a most 
esaked estatei Om low to Qod.will not then^be 
tkat fiuMit^ doll, poor, forced .c<»apoiuid of wafaUlk 
and indifferenoy it is now* It wfll.tfaeabe allpuse 
aaal perpet aa l flames Our bve to maokiiuL adU 
tiot be that aanow^earted stmgy adbction^whidi 
here b^gias/with self, and too ntuch confines; its^ 
Ibeieto : bu( as far as finite beings aca capable thereof^ 
of the aame^ coaiprdvansioa with Ood*fl lo¥e» Ws 
aImH see by the hgfat of his. gloty, and love by Urn 
esEianatioDit of fan pfailanthfopy».oc by a aympmthy 
inMk hw etMRial good-mil towankk mairiuakd.i 

I hwe thos eiid^voured> as I am abloy to state lihs 
first point/ or reeolm the first difficulty proposed-} 
Mttefyrto what ipeifeofeiiBi the spiriita of jnat naen^ 
wUle'sepainted front, thor bo£es». nay^ be conceq^ 
loattaia^ 

The seoond is^ 
' Wkpit happinesv their sncietf can there be iotfasb 
ChristiAn^breAare& wlien: gathered to thent?' 

A^for fOMlvinghereo^ I laif} tfaasfora fi)aQdatio% 
wliioh> fi>r the present^ i must/tako'fiMracertamtnitiv 
beeaase • I cannot stand, pacticuludy to. prove it) 
nnmelyi that the. sunits shall assvredly kn^W{ one 
ttKotbeP mihe fnture workL Ijodeed^. I jndge it ittH 
^{aestionajkly trae^ and Ihatas welLof ithe widcedt^M 
^ Ae just. Bnt I haroino oeeasion atprasanfrln 
BperiB^toadnng^^fonMii.^ Th^aaii^ Lsay^sbatt 
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laot only smew dl. tliebt ¥irtucii» MqnaistnMM, mi 
tM, famdBbifB, e?«ii. after the ;gra^,. bat odntmct 
liew ernes* We shall know Akmham, and Isam, asA 
Jacobs Mosesy and Elias, and tbePrDphets; St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and the beloved .Disoi^e^ and afl^booe 
anfii^i^. wilnesses of the fiaith^ who' hera^.nxanyi cf 
thecQ^ ''wandered about in deserts, .and rmoqgrtaiiai, 
and: caves, of the earth V some of .them ^ dbthed in 
idieep skins and goat akina^dsstilaite^ afflicted, tox^ 
mented ;" (Aheaea of them '' naked, and.cold^.andhiUQu 
gry, of whom the wodd waa not worthy^ Bat Croi 
has pix>vided^ that without us even. they should not 
be made perfect*" Heb^ xi. ult . Now this, being 
laid as a foundation, we nuiy conceive^ amongst.otter 
partieulars,. that .the society of the sptrits.of justjuen 
made perfect, will contribute to. our happiness^ eveii 
whe&i glorified in the tibree following points: 

I. It will be one degree of happiness, to be free 
fisom the solicitude we are apt to retain for^ the cotik 
dition, good, and welfare of many of our Chrastaea 
fiiendsi.. These are divers, perhaps now dead^ whom 
in life we dearly loved, and touching the condition of 
whose souls we have many timeafear and anxiety : 
though, sometimes again aa we have r^tson, we con^ 
ce^e great hopes touching their happiness. When, 
therefore, we shall find them aa hapjKy. as oursehresi 
instated aa co-heirs with our Lotd Christ. Jesu» ia his 
kmgdom, all sneh solicitude must cease* That pain^ 
&1 axmely^with which possibly we may go out of 
thetworid, tcmehing the persevecanceaiidfinal salvation 
of floi&e we leave bdbind us, in the midst o£ a wicked 
fmd adulterous ^generation,, (amidst the temptatioiis 
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hnd violence of the world, obnoxious to the malice of 
the Devil, knd the deceitfulness of sin,) the fearn, 
lest by any or all these they should miscarry (aH 
this trouble and concern, which our love to them 
gives us for them,) will, I say, be removed ; and as 
we rest from our labour, so we shall be at i*est from 
.those cares too. This certainly is a d^ree of feUcity^, 
for which many of us (many a tender-hearted parent; 
•many husbands and wives, many pious souls in other 
relations) would give a world if they had it at present 
to be sure of. This is the first point. 

II. Inasmuch as charity will be there most perfect, 
the society of that holy multitude must vastly enlarge 
our otherwise private joys. It is the nature of cha- 
rity, says the Apostle, (1 Cor. xiii. 4.) that it is kind ? 
that it envieth not ; that it seeketh not its own ; that 
it rejoiceth not in evil, but certainly, therefore, re*- 
joiceth in others' good. When, therefore, we shall 
see the whole body of the faithful all blessed about 
us, in that immense circle of light, their bliss will, as 
by sympathy, increase our own, and we shall shine 
the brighter by the vicinity of their glories. 

III. Forasmuch according to humsm speaking, and 
even understanding, the more there are in heaven of 
the spirits of just men made perfect, the greater must 
be the glory of the most high God ; it will prove on 
this account an increase of our joys in Heaven, that 
by their society the glory of God is increased. To 
raise the glory of God to the greatest pitch, to set forth 
bis name, and bring credit to our holy religion, ever 
has been, is, and will be the grand design and endea^ 
vour of all holy men on earth. , : ; . . r 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



When, therefore, their souls shall be received intd 
their Father's house, and shall there join with the vast 
fraternity and assembly of saints and angels, whose^ 
incessant business it is to give glory unto God, thitf 
blessed company must needs enhance their joys. It 
has been sweet to them many a time to give God 
praise, even by themselves, on their knees in their 
cbsets ; yet a much greater joy, to praise him with 
their Christian brethren in the great congregation: 
but when they shall be taken into the heavenly 
>quire, and be taught by saints as well as angels, to 
sing his praise, here will be a congregation and bar-* 
mony indeed ! ^ Who can express what joy this must 
fill such souls with? This is matter of joy to the 
very angels in Heaven : they (says our Lord in the 
Gospel,) rejoice at the convei*sion of a sinner ; and^ 
much more then must we, at the salvation of so many 
sinnei*s,(that have been in that state happily changed)^ 
and at their mutual glorifying God with us. 

I have thws. endeavoured (according to what of 
time I have had to consider, aud what I have of 
ability to comprehend, I have, I say, endeavoured) 
faithfully to represent the perfections of separate holy 
souls, and how the society of one another adds to 
each other's bliss. I am sensible I have come mucb' 
short of so great a subject* Words cannot express^ 
it, no, nor thoughts reach it. " Eye has not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God has prepared for them 
that love him," 1 Cor. ii. 9. 

. If our dear brother (whose earthly part lies here 
before us,) could hear . how I have spoken of these 
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ifauigft, ihottgfa I hAYd eodeavoiued to take the highest 
tad Mdest flights, which with sobriety I could, yd 
fOttldhe, I say, now, after his^^iort experience of 
that blessed pevfeetioD, hear what I have said, and 
together coneeive what notions you have framed 
IhereoC how wmlA he pity us all, groping thus ih the 
dark, didcoursiog and thinking of heavenly perfection, 
jiost as tnenbom blind do of lights ; or as those who 
never saw any thing but midnight, would do of 
Ae sun walking in his noon^day's brightness. How 
would he, if not reprove our mistake, yet help our 
errors — Ejasequarf — I trust we shall dl follow him 
into like perfection, and then see also. 

I would here wiUingly stop, or draw a curtain, for 
that I am not able to delineate to the life, so much of 
seal worth, and true Christianity, such prudence and 
temper, such heavenly mindedaess, and serious saise 
of religicm, as well as exactness in the outward offices 
of it, as dwelt in our deceased brother. Verily, he was 
lather a subject for admiration and wonder, than for 
conuBendaticms. I had almost said, he was above 
praise. Such charity to the bodies ; such care and 
oompassion to the souls of men; such integrity and 
uprightness in his dealing, and yet such strange 
abilities for the dispatch of business; such a self- 
denying spirit and stribt retiredness, yet such con? 
Stancy in doing public good ; such readiness to oblige 
all, yet such sincerity in his friendship, it is not easy 
to find : I sincerely profess, I know not where, in the 
present age, to meet with, every way, the like man. 
In a word, a person so accomplished for the public 
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^plojnEOfiDlB he Matauiedt yei oo less aecmsftte in hm 
dolies to God, to< Ims neigh1ix»ur, and liiiiiBelf, I fesup 
4cafoe«a«tgemay'fthew. ThubeapokeaingeDergl&a 
to (the bulk of 1m oxeeUetioes and whole ooo^aiacitioD, 
A» to itome partieubrA of his life, (f(ur to all I Cft2i« 
fiotfipeaki) theire are two, which I shall take n^oe 
of. The firet of them is indeed 'sucb, in which (m* 
eoidiiig U> the judgmeiits of some fierce men,) h^ 
needs to be vindicated. He held (or ratheri he was 
in a sort by force kept in) his place at the Custom- 
house, during the worst part of the last reign. 
Ik^lxching this, I will only read to you part of a 
letter, which I this day received from a person of 
known worth and integrity. I can speak nothing 
therein of my own knowledge, for ail correspondency, 
even by letters, was then cut off between my dear 
friend and me. The letter, after a modest excuse, 
which indeed it needed not, relates : '' That be hap* 
pened to be continued in his employment at ^the 
Custom-house, becapse (at that time) they could not 
be without his knowledge in the revenue ; but how 
he did employ his time, and the interest he had 
amongst that sort then in power, is to none better 
known (saith the writer) than to myself; he was 
eminently charitable, and useful to the poor opprest 
Protestants ; both those who had lived in the city, 
and others who fled for refuge ; and made so great 
Yi^e of the opportunities be had to relieve and assist 
them, that it was more than one half of his business 
to run about and act in their behalf. VThat income 
he had by his employment, he scattered abroad 
Wtongst <hem, and soi^ht out occa^ons for so doing ; 
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tod very often ran hazards in pressing their sufferings^ 
to the reproach of a malicious and revengeful people, 
who had robbed and abused them* We were daily 
together in one corner or other, (as we durst without 
observance,) and I am sure he valued nothing more 
than the good he could do (in that sad time^ to all 
that wanted his help* I might enlarge upon this 
subject, but it may be needless : he is gone to his 
reward in that heavenly kingdom." 
Thus my voucher. 

I have all the reason in the world to believe this 
relation ; and I here solemnly declare, I do : it holds 
such proportion with the temper of his life, known to 
me. And this both sufficiently vindicates, and to^ 
gether highly commends our deceased friend in that 
dismal juncture.' 

The other particular relates to God's especial pro* 
vidence to him on his death-bed. It so came to 
pass, that from his first taking his bed, his head, of 
all parts, was mostly seized ; and though he had fre- 
quent and long lucid intervals, yet he too often wanted 
what we call sane memory : but how often, none knew 
so well, as she who best knew him, and was of any, 
most constantly with him. Strangers, who are not 
acquainted with the circumstances and private con- 
versation of people, when in their healths, are apt to 
mistake many speeches or sayings of theirs in sick- 
ness, and upon approaching death, especially if un- 
usual; and this befel the deceased. Divers visi- 
tants and people about him on his death-bed, misin- 
terpreting many things he spoke to his wife, to have 
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been delirious, which she knew to be only the pious 
bi^eathings of his soul. Notwithstanding, it must be 
confessed, that sometimes during his sickness, by 
the interruption of his reason, through his disease, 
we lost what pei*haps would have been the most 
glorious scene of his life. For from a soul of such 
standing in Christ, and so long practised in all Chris- 
tian virtues, (and more especially in all the parts of 
godliness, and in the several kinds of devout 
exercises, from such a soul, I say) many instances 
of great " peace and joy in the Holy Ghost ;'' of the 
assurances of God's love, and foretastes of- heaven; 
many exalted ejaculations, and almost seraphic strains 
of praise, (haply even raptures and extasy) might 
have been expected: not to mention counsels and 
directions to friends, possibly some peculiar com- 
mands also to certain of them : exhortations and 
admonitions to such attending him that needed them, 
and passionate attestations to the truth of religion 
tinto all; together with exemplary dying recom- 
mendations of those he left behind him to God : 
these, and many like advantages, which none but 
souls like his knew how to value, we lost by this un- 
happy affection of his noblest part. But it was 
Ood's hand, and more a punishment to us than to 
him; for, blessed be our good God, ho died in per- 
fect peace. 

Yet upon this, there is one observation, which I 
cannot forbear making, that may be for the spiritual 
benefit of us all. It pleased God so to govern his 
tongue, and, as far as could be perceived, his very 
thoughts, under all those discomposed paroxysms or 
emotions of mind^ that nothing came from him any' 
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wise unbecomiDg a Chriatian of the most heavenly 
temper, AU that was heard from him was either 
prayers or invitations thereto, or arithmetical ac- 
compts : that is, he was, even in his deliriumsi either 
employed as a devout person in the exercise of his 
rehgion» or as a diligent officer in the discharge of 
his calling and honest business. A rare providence ! 
and such as should teach us all two things : 

1. How happy it is to be, in our health, diligent 
in the works of our Christian and common calling. 
It may, in the very unhappiest and most dangerous 
part of our lives, have an influence upon us, or move 
God so to commiserate us, that in a dying, and e^ven 
doting hour, we no wise dishonour him, but Qur very 
infirmities may prove good examples. 

2* It should further teach us, be we of what con- 
dition soever, not to put off any preparation for 
death to the last. If such a person as this was, so 
U|Mright and innocent, so religious and devout, so 
temperate, nay even abstemious, had but little more 
than lucid intervals on his death*bed ; what may they 
expect, who have scarce ever seriously entertained the 
thoughts of God, or their duty ? who at night seldom 
go to bed sober? or in the day-time live regularly 
many hours in all jtheir life?, and if these should then 
want the use of reason, how can they prepare for 
another world? repentance is a long and serious 
work, to men of readiest and largest parts, of most 
composed minds, hard to be performed as it should 
be. We have been a long time committing sins, and 
that in great variety, and caAnot possibly in a few 
moments look over all that has been so long in doing* 
A general repentance will not serve for all sins. 
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Many require particular tears, humiliation, acts pf 
faith, charity, reconciliation with, or satisfaction te 
our neighbours. Ah ! consider all ye vain ones, how 
can all this be done on a death bed, and in a few 
hours, yea, though it should happen yOu had days, in 
a few days? The good God grant all may take 
warning early ! 

There are other things I should have taken notice 
of, as to the memory of our' dear brother deceased. 
But possibly some may think I am too much a friend 
to be impartial. And I confess I am otherwise 
unfit for panegyrics ; I am sure I am unable for such 
performance on this occasion. I therefore conclude, 
commending him as a pattern of most universal 
virtue to all your imitation; and beseeching God, 
that being admonished by this instance of mortality, 
we may all of us, if not in the days of our youth, 
(for those are past with many of us) yet in the time 
of our health and vigour, in the time of our soundest 
reason and best judgment, remember our Creator, 
acquaint ourselves with God, and make our peace 
with him ; live always prepared for our Lord's coming, 
whensoever and howsoever he shall call us hence ; 
that so at last, when we are taken away, and our bo* 
dies return to the dust as they were, our souls may 
be gathered to the "spirits of just men made per- 
fect," as I doubt not this our brother's is. Amen, 
Amen, good Lord. 

THE END. 



Priiifed by R. Oilbkrt, St. John's Square, London. 
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